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Ilast flew from Rieti at the World 
Championships in 1985, with the 
Pre-worlds in 1984 being my first 
experience of flying in the mountains. 

The main emotions from those events were 
a 50/50 split between fear and exhilaration 
(see my articles in Australian Gliding in 
those years). I spent most of my time at that 
competition not knowing where I was in 
the murky conditions, trying to understand 
the map, not knowing where the possible 
landing fields were, and not knowing were 
I should be going – conditions designed to 
keep you at a heightened state of tension.

Twenty-two years later with GPS, a great 
map compliments of See You, a lot of experi-
ence in mountains, and the feeling now is 
just one of exhilaration; a fantastic place to 
fly. Not that you can be complacent. The 
area still has specific dangers with lots of fly-
ing next to hard rocks and many areas with 
very limited landing opportunities.

I will give some general impressions 
before launching into a day by day flying 
record. That way, if you are not all that keen 
on comps you can skip the later detail.

S AFET Y
There are certainly dangers when flying in 
Italy. You need to be constantly vigilant not 
to fly into an area where landing is a prob-
lem. Easier said than done. On most occa-
sions you are heading over fairly unlandable 
country with an expectation of lift in obvi-
ous places. Generally, provided you don’t 
get unexpected sink, you have an option to 
turn towards a landing place. 

Balancing the pressures to be safe versus 
the pressures to find lift are a constant mind 

game. Simon Holding fell victim to this 
close call, choosing a likely thermal source 
over a valley with fairly limited options. 
The lift didn’t work, but he managed a great 
landing in a fairly tight (steep) field. You 
can imagine the expression on his face after 
pulling off a great landing; glider stops, it 
becomes quiet – and then the glider heads 
off backwards down the slope, reaching a 
speed of 31km/h backwards according to 
the GPS recorder. I didn’t know that wheel 
brakes don’t work too well in reverse. Ulti-
mately I think that the accident was not the 
full responsibility of Simon. He was very 
unlucky, and hopefully will rise above the 
occasion. We all, however, need to make sure 
that we get the balance right. 

On a similar note, Ben Flewett of 
New Zealand pushed into a valley and was 
250ft above a lake, preparing to land (?) in 
it, when he saw some ripples in the water 
indicating a thermal – he climbed away. 
Great skill in the circumstances. I hope that 
I would be as cool, but the line was crossed 
somewhere a little earlier.

The gaggles in any competition are a 
concern, and pre-start Rieti was no differ-
ent. On track we saw very little gaggle flying 
except on a couple of blue days, but still no 
large gaggles. That said, I came the closest  
I have ever come to having a mid-air colli-
sion when two gliders joined a thermal that  
I was already climbing in. I saw them com-
ing and they appeared to be heading straight 
for us. I nervously waited as I turned my 
back. A huge wing tip with two red stripes 
lurched up in front of my canopy and just 
hung in front of me, then slowly slipped 

away as the pilot took evasive action. It took 
a few minutes for my heart to settle.

A SOARING PARADI S E
Every form of convection is available to you 
at Rieti, many on the one day. Thermals, 
anabatic lift (heating of the rocky slopes  
by the sun), ridge lift (when the wind blows 
up the slope), wave behind the mountain 
range, and convergence (opposing air  
masses colliding – typically seabreezes). 
Developing the skills to recognise each of 
these lift types and to use them appropri-
ately at the right time, is the key to success 
in mountain areas.

The weather whilst we were there was a 
little more stable than normal, so there was 
very little wind. As a result we only had two 
days with reliable ridge lift, and only one day 
with some indication of wave. Thermals and 
anabatic lift were the most common form of 
lift, with some very impressive convergences 
on a number of days. When one type of lift 

Rieti Revisited – The 2007  
Pre-world Championships In Italy 
Terry Cubley

OVER 60 COMPETITORS FROM 13 COUNTRIES COMPETED IN THE SABINA GLIDE PREWORLD GLIDING 

CHAMPIONSHIP AT RIETI IN JULY 2007. THIS FAISANCTIONED EVENT IS THE PRACTICE COMPETITION 

FOR THE WORLD GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIP TO BE HELD AT THE SAME VENUE IN JULY 2008. 

COMPETITORS COMPETED IN THREE OF THE SEVEN FAI CLASSES: STANDARD CLASS, CLUB CLASS  

AND WORLD CLASS. THE COMPETITION WAS HELD AT RIETI IN THE CENTRAL ITALIAN ALPS, ONE  

OF THE MOST SCENIC PLACES TO FLY IN THE WORLD. HERE IS TERRY CUBLEY’S REPORT.

Terry with the Discus 2
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is conflicting with another lift source, this 
adds to the variation in conditions that we 
found. We had easterly winds which gave 
downdrafts on the sunny side of the moun-
tain, and the conflict between the anabatic 
lift combating downdrafts from the ridge lift 
meant that the lift was quite unreliable in 
some of the expected good areas.

On many days Bruce Taylor would 
slowly increase his lead over me by better 
prediction of the lift opportunities, and 
therefore a greater preparedness to push a 
little harder. Conversely, on a few days my 
more conservative approach meant that I 
was able to fly past some poor areas and so 
catch up again. If you can get the predic-
tion right so that you know when to push 
and when to slow down, some huge speed 
improvements are possible. I guess this will 
come from increased practice in the different 
lift patterns and the specific areas.

THE C OM PETITION
For once Australia is well ahead of most 
European countries, in that we have virtu-
ally selected our team before the Pre-worlds. 
We had the confidence of knowing that we 
were on the team for 2008 and could focus 
on expanding our skills. Nearly every other 
pilot still has to satisfy team selection, and 
for some of them Rieti was part of their 
selection. Their approach was therefore  
a lot different.

It was also obvious with our team organ-
isation. Team captain Mandy Temple had 
us well organised, ensured that all required 
information was available, and was able to 
coordinate our efforts so that we could benefit  
from the whole team’s input. This was also  
a major benefit for us all, as every other pilot  
was taken aback by our obvious organisation.

The Austrians were probably the next 
best organised, mainly because many of their 
pilots regularly fly from Rieti and so had 
great local knowledge and experience. The 
New Zealand team was also well prepared. 

Both Ben Flewett and Dane Dickinson have 
sent their gliders to Europe for the competi-
tion. Ben is currently living in London, and 
Dane was preparing for the Junior Worlds 
(to be held three weeks later) and will also 
fly the Rieti Worlds next year. I was very 
impressed by Dane’s performance; he flies 
well, is fast, and can fly as part of a team or 
individually. Hopefully he will have success 
at the Junior Worlds, and I expect him to be 
a strong competitor in 2008.

Although in Standard Class we were kept 
separate from the Italians, the tasks were very 
similar so we could get a good idea of how 
we were performing compared to their local 
experts – Giorgio Galetto, for example. We 
were pleased that we were putting in similar 
speeds on most occasions, and sometimes 
faster speeds, which shows that we are some-
where in the right standard.

THE AIRCRAFT
I flew a Discus 2, for a couple of reasons. 
Looking at results in Rieti over a number 
of years, the Discus 2 is generally top of the 
tree, so something must be right. Secondly, 
my friend Leonardo Brigliadori (World 
Champion 1985) offered his son’s Discus 2 
for hire, and it was available on site. I had 
a short ride in the Discus 2C demonstrator 
after the Grand Prix in Gawler. It felt good, 
and I could fit in it. It is a nice glider, easy 
to fly, well coordinated. I played around 
with the C of G during the comp, and was 
able to make it climb better with a slightly 
further aft C of G. Leonardo arranged a 
really heavy tail wheel, which combined 
with a heavy tail battery and seven litres of 
water in the tail tank made it all work well.

The only time that the LS8 seemed to 
do better was when we were low up a valley, 
climbing away in some broken lift. The three 
LS8 ended up on top with the two Discus 
2 at the bottom. Once we started running 
again, though, we quickly caught up and 
went past.

As it ended up, the Discus 2 were 1st, 
3rd and 4th, with LS8 2nd, 5th and 6th. 
The only ASW28 was well down due to 
some bad luck for its pilot Alvaro.

PREPARATION
The whole of our team was extremely well 
prepared, in terms of being well practiced 
and having quite good equipment, good 
maps and research. The other part of the 
preparation was the GFA-organised psy-
chological testing and preparation program. 
Lisa Trotter – an experienced Women’s 
Worlds pilot, as well as a sports psychologist 
– ran a workshop which included a psycho-
logical assessment, one-on-one coaching, 

plus a team workshop a couple of months 
before the event.

We can all fly quite well, but with glid-
ing being mainly a mental sport, the psy- 
chological aspects are a key component of 
the modern pilot’s skills. It certainly made  
a difference to my approach and prepara-
tion each day. It helped me to overcome the 
disaster of Day 3 and some negative think-
ing on the last day. This was a great invest-
ment for me and, I suspect, for the other 
team pilots. It will certainly be a key ele-
ment in future success. See also [www.users.
on.net/~mwilson/rieti2007/].

THE FLYING 
8 July – Day 1
The weather forecast was less than optimis-
tic, with predictions of blue, stable condi-
tions – a little worse than the previous day 
when very few people flew and I just did 
a little bit of local soaring. It took ages to 
slowly climb up in front of Mt Terminillo, 
but I then caught a bubble with a paraglider 
and managed to get up with the top gliders 
just in time for a start. Thermalling with 
paragliders is not a very pleasant experience; 
they just sit there staring at you, while you 
have to avoid them.

Bruce and I started together, and had  
a long glide south. The thermals were weak 
down lower so we topped up a little and 
pushed on to the steeper mountains. I found  
a three-metre climb just in front of the 
mountain and used this to climb back over 
the top to just over 8000ft. The turn was 
across a wide green valley, so it was a simple 
long glide at 75kt to some beckoning cu 
near to the turnpoint. The cu were a sur-
prise, but very welcome, and we found five 
to six knots back up to over 8000ft. A few 
gliders were up closer to nine or 10 000ft, 
but we couldn’t get a climb that good. 
Around the turn and back across the wide 
valley, now heading north. There were some 
cu over the next mountain range, and it was 
here that we had to make a decision whether 
to deviate east to the Grand Sasso range with 
some broken convergence cloud, or stay on 
track in the blue. The only problem with the 
Grand Sasso is that the ground is high, and 
once you commit, you have to put up with 
whatever happens. I spent a few minutes of 
indecision: left or right, left or right? I finally 
decided, and headed east. By this time I 
had missed the opportunity to follow some 
convergence cloud across the valley, and so 
had to glide it out in the blue. Bruce, on the 
other hand, just went east, flew along the 
convergence across the valley, and jumped 
more than 10km ahead.

Behind the Macchi – no wheels!
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The flight from here was just great. The 
ridges were working with thermals running 
up the side, and although the convergence 
line was not really consistent, there were 
some good climbs amongst it. A small gag-
gle caught me, but I was able to escape from 
them again by following the convergence 
to the east a little further, which got me to 
3000ft below glide. Around the turn, climbs 
were weaker and much lower, but it was 
possible to extend the glide by pulling up 
in small bubbles, which just kept you mov-
ing along. A good glide with a good climb 
just before Foligno, which I took to 1200ft 
below glide. The glide through what we call 
‘Death Valley’ was great again and brought 
me up to a fast final glide.

Bruce easily won the class at 117km/h, 
while I was 4th with 110km/h.

Day 2 – A Ridge Soaring Day
A weak-looking day. We were dropped off 
SW of the field and the valley just wasn’t 
working, so 21 gliders gaggled through 
weak climbs as we slowly worked our way 
back to Mt Terminillo. Climbs slowly 
improved, and Bruce and I ended up close 
to one another at 8000ft at about the right 
time to start. A few gliders had left, and 
when we approached the start line the  
British were just starting – good company.

Once again, the initial glide down the 
valley was quite poor and we ended up with 
a weak climb under some promising looking 
cu. They looked better than they delivered.

While I stayed with the Poms to gain 
some comfort with height, Bruce pushed on 
ahead. Some weakish lift up the slope of the 
next mountain gave enough height to cross 
the valley ahead, so I pushed off. The Poms 
came too and we headed for a cumulus line 
across our track ahead. We hit the cloud, and 
with three gliders searching found a nine-
knot climb which took us to almost 8000ft. 
The Poms headed east of track to the next cu, 
but I liked the look of the long ridge which 
went direct to the turnpoint, and the eastern 
ridge had worked okay, so headed on track.

As I cruised over the ridge at 85kt in 
good netto air, I spotted a glider ahead low 
on the ridge, which turned out to be Bruce. 
He was 1500ft lower but was flying just  
as fast as me, maintaining height, whilst  
I was slowly descending. I had descended 
to Bruce’s level 25km later, and he was still 
ahead. I should have flown faster and pushed 
down to ridge height.

There were some more cu near the turn 
and we tried to get a climb, without success. 
After the turn I persevered with the thermals 
to climb up to enough height to get onto 
a ridge more on track. A small gaggle was 

just behind, and I headed off on track along 
a ridge with minimal landing options, but 
you could see light at the end of the tunnel 
ahead. The ridge worked well and I was able 
to stay near to the tops at 75 to 80kt. At the 
end of the ridge the cloud line was cutting 
across the track and we found a four to five-
knot climb back up to 8000ft. Now part of 
a small gaggle, the aim was to get ourselves 
is a position to cross the valley ahead to the 
Grand Sasso. A climb over the last ridge, 
only a couple of hundred feet above the 
slope, and the gaggle was searching. We were 
all turning left in about three to four knots, 
and then one of the gliders found a core 
and turned right. After a little mayhem we 
all ended up turning right and climbing at 
four to five knots to about 7500ft. The glide 
across the valley was fairly quiet, and there 
was a little bit of cu in front of the moun-
tain, but the slopes were also quite inviting.  
I elected to go to the slopes, and Jay Reb-
beck appeared just in front of me. Jay was 
better on the slopes than I was, gaining from 
just below me to just above. A couple of 
interesting conflicts soaring in front of the 
cliff face and we ended up just above the 
tops, but nothing really climbing higher. 
Looking back, the guys who went to the 
cumulus were higher. Curses.

The glide to the turn at Campotosto 
was fairly quiet, nothing promising in terms 
of thermals. After the turn there were a 
few gliders milling around in very weak lift 
– quite a wave feel to it all. There were about 
six of us gliding through smooth air which 
was not very promising. Jay found a climb 
over a low mountain in the sunshine, only 
three knots, but enough to get us mobile 
again with confidence. We were now in the 
lee of Mt Terminillo and there was definitely 
some wave influence, but not worth chasing 
around. It did give us some good glides with 
buoyant air, and there was a line of broken- 
looking cu over Death Valley. We flew 
under the cu with no lift, but just in front 
we found a climb, and between a couple of 
us we found the core. The lift stopped just 
as the final glide computer said zero height 
required. I led off on the glide and the num-
bers just counted down. Bruce was 15km 
ahead but quite low; it looked fairly grim 
in terms of finding lift. As I approached the 
turn I saw on my FLARM that the other 
gliders were off to my right. I checked on 
the IPAQ to find that the turnpoint was in 
fact where they were heading. I had acciden-
tally dialled up Acquasparta landing field 
instead of Acquasparta turnpoint on my 
Colibri – lesson learned. I turned just behind 
and slightly lower than the four other glid-
ers that had been with me in the last climb, 

and we were still on the numbers. Our rela-
tive positions stayed much the same for the 
remaining 36km. There was one glider ahead 
that was so low, I had no idea how he was 
going to get home. In the end he didn’t, as a 
frantic turn into a paddock three kilometres 
short saw the end of his flight. Bruce found 
a weak climb and came home six minutes 
later. After much to-ing and fro-ing with the 
scores I placed second, eight seconds behind 
Jay Rebbeck and just in front of his brother 
Henry. Bruce was seventh but still with 940 
points, so still a great result.

Day 3 – Ecstasy And Agony
Another great start, good height, good tim-
ing. Some good streets, one short climb to 
connect to cloudbase then streeting under 
cloud. Bruce and I shared a nine-knot 
climb, 80km out back up to cloudbase at 
10 000ft and then glided to the turn. While 
I tried a slightly different track, Bruce flew 
direct and beat me there by four kilometres.

The street worked just as well heading 
north as I skirted along the convergence to 
the west of track. I then headed east to the 
Grand Sasso, but it was in shadow and the 
wind was parallel. Clearing the top at 8000ft 
it was unclear which would be the best  
track along the convergence. A key decision 
here. Alvaro was climbing in six knots, but  
I elected to continue  to the next ridges  
– the convergence enabled me to maintain 
height, but then there was no real lift.

There was a long glide for the next 50km 
with nothing much to work, and now I was 
in the lower ranges heading for the turn past 
the airspace restriction. At this stage Bruce 
had jumped to 20km ahead – pretty fast fly- 
ing. The lift became much more reliable again,  
albeit only to 7000ft. There was a stream  
of gliders heading out of the turn, including 
Alvaro, who had almost caught up to Bruce. 
Pity about that decision 80km back.

The rest of the way home had some 
good  

A good cloud day
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climbs on the low ridges before approaching 
final glide. In previous days we had picked 
up height on final glide, with the last glide 
through Death Valley. The sun shines on 
the rocky slopes and invariably the glide 
improves. Two-thousand feet below glide, 
I picked up a five to six-knot climb back 
to 1000ft below glide; time to leave the lift 
and push home through Death Valley. I was 
lower than normal and ended up below the 
little village on the far slope – not good. The 
valley was in shadow, the wind more along 
the valley. Not much was working. Low at 
the end of valley, detouring around a series 
of ridges with just enough height to get into 
Rieti valley. Six kilometres out at 400ft agl, 
too many powerlines ahead and running out 
of landable areas… I just landed.

Day 4
A good cumulus day with great streeting. 
The ridges were not working with the wind 
trending from the back of the ridges, plus 
rapid overdevelopment which meant that 
you were constantly having to back off to 
glide through the weaker spots. The task 
was interesting in that we typically headed 
to the high country down south, across 
to the high country in the east and then 
glided down to the lower country in the 
north. The difference today was that once 
we got to the north we had to fly back to 
high country in the east – heading uphill 
– before coming home.

The cumulus meant that there was little 
gaggle flying, and most of the time you only 
saw other gliders close to the turnpoints. 
The first two legs were good, with some fast 
climbs down at the southern turnpoints, 
climbing to 9000ft and getting good glides 
under the clouds, meaning that we didn’t 
have to deviate to the various ridges. There 
was a good climb near the Grand Sasso, 
although the ridge itself wasn’t doing much. 
I didn’t have much of a run through this 

area. I guess that it was cycling under the 
overdevelopment, and I lost some ground  
on Bruce who had been about 10km ahead. 
The northern turnpoint was further north 
than I had flown previously this year, and 
there was a big block of airspace that had  
to be avoided.

Of course, the best looking clouds were 
on the wrong side of the airspace line. I 
made a detour to some clouds and got a 
good climb which took me in to the turn-
point just behind a small gaggle. I chased 
from below back on track, staying below 
the airspace limit, and finally found a good 
climb with one other glider just as I cleared 
the airspace line. Back up to 10 000ft, this 
gave me a good chance heading into the 
high country. The whole area was now in 
shadow and the hills near to the turnpoint 
50km ahead did not look too inviting. The 
glide was as expected: not much lift any-
where. I edged a little to the west to a small 
area of sunshine.

Bruce was 15km ahead, but was under 
the overcast and not having a good time. 
Not enough height to get into the turnpoint, 
which was above him, and only finding sink 
near to the ridge. Bruce and Dane the Kiwi 
had to turn back from the turn, and headed 
west to where I had now located three to 
four knots. The climb improved with height 
and put me almost on to final glide – except 
there were some mountains in the way. I 
flew around the turn and came back to the 
same climb. It was a bit of a detour to the 
north of track, but set me up with a good 
track through the valleys back towards the 
Rieti valley. A small top up in the climb,  
and I was then on a fast final glide.

Fifth for the day, at 120km/h.

Day 5 – The Deep South
Well, further south than we had been so 
far: a 444km triangle which followed the 
normal track to the southern mountains, 
but then pushed on further south to a 
solitary mountain range, with potential for 
seabreezes from all sides.

A good start at 10 000ft with some 
excellent streeting down the first leg, hardly  
a need to climb for the first 60km. Some 
good climbs down past the wind turbines 
and over the high country, Bruce and I 
separated through varying choices of streets. 
From the high country the cumulus dis-
sipated a little and the air became much less 
buoyant, increasing blue holes. Bruce turned 
first, a bit lower than me, and when I turned 
I got my first climb for 50km right over 
the turnpoint. Heading back to the high 
country, the trick was to make sure you had 
enough height to stay on top of the moun-

tains. I picked up a six-knot climb just above 
the highest peak, which then set me up for 
the great streeting again, now heading north. 

I wandered towards the Grand Sasso, 
but the streets up the valley were excellent, 
so I stayed on track. Bruce went a bit further 
to the east, but we both had a similar run. 
The sky blued out before the final turn and 
I couldn’t get a climb before leaving the 
clouds, but there were some haze domes 
ahead and I found six knots in the blue up 
to 9000ft, almost final glide height. Bruce 
found a climb coming out of the turn and  
I joined him, still heading in to the turn. An 
extra 1000ft and I headed off on final glide, 
around the turn first. Bruce was on his way 
home. The final glide worked well, the valley 
worked as it should and it was clear sailing. 
Quite a few gliders heading in the opposite 
direction – always good news; 127km/h.

Day 6
Another blue morning, and the prediction 
was for a more stable blue day with easterly 
winds – the wind would be blowing onto 
the back of the ridges, not a good situation. 
The tasksetters decided to increase the  
challenge by setting legs that crossed the 
normal tracks, giving us new approaches  
to old turnpoints.

My first climb off tow was eight knots 
to 8500ft: a great day was ahead! This was 
the only such climb for the whole day. Get-
ting up over Terminillo was a little slow, and 
a couple of wisps of cloud formed near our 
start point. The thermal was easy to find: 
there were in excess of 30 gliders circling  
in a huge procession around the perimeter. 
My battery was being flattened by the con-
stant screaming of the FLARM.

Life became more bearable as the Italian 
Standard Class started, and then progres-
sively as some of our competitors headed 
off. Bruce and I started just after the British, 
French and Kiwis.

We struggled to find a really good climb, 
but persevered with four knots to keep to a 
reasonable height – above 8500ft. I headed 
to the traditional strong thermals at the wind 
turbines, but nothing happened. Ahead, 
both the mountains and the valley climb 
quickly towards the turnpoint, with the 
valley floor coming up to 4500ft. I could 
see lots of little white gliders circling low in 
front of the ridges – it looked like I would 
be joining them. I had a choice of two ridg-
es, and the French and Kiwis headed up the 
right hand spur – good company, so I joined 
them. This valley comes to a dead stop at the 
far end and we flew along the slope picking 
up little bits of lift. 

G F A

Thermal source ahead
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There were some small cumulus at the 
very end, and obviously the air had to go 
somewhere – hopefully up. The escape route 
was back down the valley to some paddocks 
at the bottom, some 20km away. We eventu-
ally picked up a climb at the end, well below 
the ridge tops, which started at three and 
slowly increased to five knots, up to 9000ft.

I had a couple of climbs under the cu. 
We were now headed back into the blue, 
although there were some reliable haze 
domes to follow.

I flew my own track on this leg and 
went past the small gaggle, only to be over-
hauled again at the next turnpoint when 
they got a better climb behind me. We were 
now close to Rieti again and had to head east 
towards the high Castellucio. The mountains 
here are a little unreliable and suddenly there 
were lots of gliders low in the valleys again. 
I managed to stay on top and worked a cou-
ple of three-knot climbs just to keep going. 
Probably a little conservative, but it gave me 
many more options. There were some better 
looking cu to the east of Terminillo and I 
worked my way over to them and eventually 
found a five to six-knot climb. Bruce had 
been a few kilometres behind, but managed 
to get a good climb from down low and 
joined me in my good climb just a little 
below. The cu ended 25km before the turn, 
but now we had plenty of height, close to 
10 000ft, and were able to glide in and back 
to the cu. 

A couple more climbs, with one last cu 
near Spoletto promising to get me to final 
glide height. It felt good, but I couldn’t get 
a consistent climb. New Zealand pilot Ben 
Flewett was 1000ft above me with enough 
height to get home around the last two turn-
points. I was 50m below glide. Still, should 
be something working in the blue…

The glide wasn’t perfect; a lot of bugs on 
the wings were impacting on performance. 
I went around the turn and headed back 
to a thermal marked by a couple of gliders, 
where three to four knots got me to final 
glide height. The run home was uneventful, 
except for the French pilot passing over the 
top of me by 30ft, and another pilot really 
low, 20km short and trying to get a climb. 
He landed 10km short – I know the feeling.

A challenging day from a number of per-
spectives, but still a good speed of 115km/h.

Day 7 – The Last Day
The forecast was for even more stability  
and blue. Should still be a reasonable 
height, although the weather forecast never 
attempted to tell us how high the thermals 
would go. I didn’t feel too confident this 

morning, so had a good talk to myself 
– some visualisation techniques and positive 
talking – and by the time I clambered into 
the glider, 20 minutes before take-off, I was 
positive and looking forward to the flight. 
Thanks, Lisa.

Another great start, a couple of minutes 
behind some good company which at least 
gave us some thermal markers in that first 
critical section. I ended up in a climb below 
the gaggle, but was forced out by one of the 
mountain cup pilots who didn’t like turning 
tighter than 30 degrees. I found a couple of 
reasonable climbs and some good tracks, and 
came in under Bruce and Peter Hartman 
(Austria, ultimately class winner) who left 
1000ft above me. 

It was tricky down near the southern 
turnpoint, as the sea air had pushed in 
further than usual and the lift was in some 
strange places. There were gliders very low 
and a small number very high, which I 
assumed were Bruce and Peter. I eventually 
joined a couple of gliders before the turn  
in a good climb; this was the climb where  
I had my near miss (see safety comments on 
page 1) and this encouraged me to head into 
the turn. Bruce called turning about 10km 
ahead of me, and I thought that he called 
11 000ft (in fact it was 7000ft).

Heading north, we had to deviate west 
to avoid the sea air and I met up with Jay 
and Henry Rebbeck. We joined a glider over 
the westernmost ridge and enjoyed seven 
knots back up to 9500ft. Bruce called low 
about 15km ahead, he hadn’t found any 
thermals on the last ridge. At least he was in 
a reliable thermal area. My small gaggle flew 
along the ridge line without finding any-
thing to stop in, but with a reasonable glide. 
Some smoke in the valley showed where the 
sea air had infiltrated, and once north of this 
area we glided across the valley towards the 
Grand Sasso. We were going to arrive quite 
low, so hopefully it would work. 

Flying past the cable car heading up the 
mountain, there was two to six knots lift on 
the slopes. I tried thermalling in one strong 
area, but wasn’t able to maintain the turn. 
Maybe I was put off by the shear cliff face in 
front of me? I resorted to climbing by ridge 
soaring back and forward on the slope, aver-
aging four knots.

Once I reached the cliff tops I flew along 
the top, then joined a thermal at the north 
end of the range which gave six knots up to 
10 500ft. Bruce was just behind at this stage, 
but a few thousand feet lower. My new gag-
gle had some of the better Italian pilots, so 
I was keen to see what they would do. They 
were quite tentative and climbed in approxi-
mately four knots only 15km further along, 

which didn’t seem right, but maybe they 
knew something. Eventually I lost patience 
and headed off, to find another great climb 
on the Castellucio ridge which took me back 
to 10 000ft, a good height to glide to the 
northern turnpoint. A group of four glid-
ers were 1500ft above – the two Brits plus 
the two Austrians. I knew I shouldn’t have 
stopped with the Italians.

The glide was uneventful as I was above 
the local inversion, but I was expecting some 
reasonable climbs on the hills near the turn. 
A couple of kilometres before the turn there 
was a significant gaggle climbing well at six 
knots. This should almost get me onto final 
glide. I lost it just as the top gliders headed 
off on glide; they had been around the turn 
already. I went around the turn and came 
back to the climb, but it didn’t do much. 
1000ft below glide, there should be some-
thing ahead, or I could always try Death Val-
ley again. Not sure if I am confident enough 
for this after my outlanding on Day 3. I had 
a reasonable glide and eventually picked up 
three knots, enough for 600ft to get me just 
below glide and through Death Valley, which 
worked fairly well. It was a very pleasing 
final glide. The views are just great: a large 
waterfall towards Terni, the mountain ranges 
all around, and the beautiful Rieti Valley.  
I savoured the view – until next year.

It was really pleasing to receive third 
place at the final presentation that night, but 
more importantly I was really pleased with 
my flying, and the clear ideas on what needs 
to be improved for next year’s World comps.

Thanks to my crew Andrew Wright, one 
of the world’s most dedicated and capable 
crews. It really makes a difference. Thanks 
also to team captain Mandy Temple, who 
made all preparations just so easy. And a spe-
cial thanks to Bruce, Peter and Simon. It was 
a privilege flying with you all.  

Over Grand Sasso 

Photos: Terry Cubley

G F A



6 Soaring Australia September 2007

H G F A

GOING OVER TO THE DARK SIDE
John Clark

I ALWAYS THOUGHT I WOULD END UP FLYING SAILPLANES. SOONER OR LATER. I ALSO KNEW  

I WOULD HAVE A LOT OF TROUBLE TELLING MY HANG GLIDING MATES ABOUT MY PLAN. 

Ihad discussed it with the Belgian hang 
gliding team member, Patrick Lend-
ers… I’d asked him what he intended 
to do when he couldn’t foot launch 

any longer. “We will always be able to foot 
launch,” was his reply. I guess that’s more or 
less true for hill launches, especially if there 
is something coming up the face. So what 
about foot landings? What are we going to 
do when we can’t foot land? The Belgian’s 
reply was, “Well, we have never been able to 
foot land.” Maybe, but his landings were bet-
ter than mine! 

I did know hang glider pilots who had 
done gliding. Peter Howlett from WA had 
started in gliders when he was at Uni in the 
’70s, but he’d given it away and taken up 
hang gliding. At the time Howlett said that 
when gliding, he spent all day polishing 
wings and helping other people launch. He 
must have learned something though, since 
he very nearly broke a World XC record in 
1983 when he flew 186 miles in WA in an 
EF5 rigid wing hang glider. Unfortunately, 
Ray Chatfield had flown with Howlett and 
landed around six miles further out… and  
in the USA Larry Tudor had flown around 
10 miles further than Ray a week earlier.

I found later that there were quite a lot 
of hang glider pilots who were current glider 

pilots, but they did seem to keep their heads 
down and not talk about it. Fair enough.  
I know we gave a few paraglider pilots a 
terribly hard time when they decided to try 
hang gliding… typically this just involved  
a gang of hang glider pilots gathering around 
the victim when he was with a group of 
other paraglider pilots and loudly asking  
him about how his hang gliding was going.

For me, it’s all flying. I may not want 
to fly a paraglider, but I respect the fact that 
at around seven kilograms, the paraglider is 
an extraordinarily efficient aircraft and can 
achieve very impressive flights. I’m interested 
in most forms of flying and I don’t under-
stand people who say they don’t read sections 
of ‘Soaring Australia’ because they don’t fly 
‘those’ aircraft. 

I also don’t understand the way some 
glider pilots believe that sailplanes are ‘real 
aircraft’ compared with other forms of glid-
ing just because they have a stick and rud-
der. Then again, I guess we always thought 
sailplane pilots were just ‘spam-in-a-can’ 
compared with the ‘out-in-the-open’ nature 
of hang gliding in any form.

The first time I saw hang gliding was 
down at the beach – Burns Beach in WA, 
1975. The brother-in-law was just being 
launched into a 25kt seabreeze in a Saturn, 

Chris Jones at Manilla, NSW, 2005

Kerry the fireman and Rod Ashton hand launch 
Michael Ipkendanz in a Saturn at Burns Beach, WA

Me, at City Beach, WA, 1976, about to make the 
first jump with Michael Ipkendanz on the nose
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which at the time was the latest radical 
‘hybrid’ glider. I think it was the hovering 
20ft above the cliff which appealed to me… 
and the brother-in-law wanted a sucker to 
buy his Rogallo. Anyway, a few weeks later 
and I had my first flight. When I stepped 
off the sand dune (all three feet of it), for 
the first time in my life gravity did not 
immediately pull me back to earth. Reality 
was somehow suspended in a moment of 
magic weightlessness. I would dream of that 
extraordinary feeling night after night. And 
nothing in any form of flying other than 
hang or paragliding has had the same effect 
as that dream-like feeling of stepping off into 
space and not falling. 

I did have a flight in a sailplane about 
10 years ago in Narromine. The experience 
was somewhat underwhelming. When the 
instructor said we were in a thermal and 
should turn, I replied, “Get away! When you 
hit a thermal, a wing gets whacked up and 
you can feel it! You can smell the air or feel the 
change in temperature!” But we turned, and 
we went up. What was impressive though 
was the incredible control the air brakes gave 
on landing approach. One moment the glid-
er is heading off over the horizon. Pull the 
lever and the glider is aiming at the ground 
with an sink rate worse than a Rogallo. 

So 2007 was the year I was going to 
learn sailplanes. I conned a group of friends 
into a week-long course at Lake Keepit in 
early January. I knew the area from flying  
at Manilla, and had heard that it was a good 
place to learn to glide since there was noth-
ing much to hit for miles. So I could get a 
jump on the others and not appear a com-
plete nonce, I went up a month earlier for  
a weekend. 

To someone coming from other types 
of flying, there’s a surprising thing about 
most gliding clubs: You don’t get charged for 
instruction on club days and you only pay 
for launches and the hire of the glider. This 
weekend the conditions were perfect. 

On the first day I had three-and-a-half 
hours in the air and on the second day 
another two hours. Five flights. The instruc-
tors sat in the back seat and, more or less 
patiently, tried to instruct. “Get the bloody 
nose down! I don’t want to die, even if you 
do!” “Use the rudder! What is it with you hang 
glider pilots?”

In fact, the people at all the gliding clubs 
I’ve been to could not be more friendly and 
welcoming to visitors. Whereas I had this 
feeling that going gliding was going over 
to the dark side, they seemed to view it as 
‘finally seeing the light’.

How hard can it be to fly a glider? Well, 
I had not read ‘the book’ at that stage. Writ-
ten around 100 years ago by Lester bloody  

 
 
 
 
 
Piggot (wasn’t he a jockey?), it suggested that 
60 years was old for a pilot and many had 
lost it by 50. And trying to learn at older 
than 40… forget it. However, many of the 
instructors were well on the vintage side! 
And whenever they took the glider back to 
show me how it should be done, they did  
it to perfection! So there was a degree of  
confusion here. The Piggot guy was suggest-
ing I should have started sailplanes decades 
earlier, and the instructors seemed to be 
proving him very wrong.

Certainly, having flown for 30 years,  
I was obviously going to be a natural stick 
and rudder man. The fact is that co-ordinat-
ing stick and rudder in a three-axis aircraft 
is completely alien. By mistake I had spent 
some time in hill trollies, soap-box carts  
and trikes. All work of the devil! Because  
in these, when you push with your left foot, 
you turn right. In an aircraft, you push left 
to go left. Completely Irish! Or was it? On  
a motorcycle, when you push on the left bar, 
you will in fact turn left very smartly indeed. 
I guess it is called counter-steering because  
it is so counter-intuitive. Interestingly,  
Geoffrey de Havilland (who was a better air-
craft designer than most of us) made his first 
planes with the rudder working like a trike: 
push left to go right!

I finally got stick-rudder coordination 
95% down in the car. When doing a left 
hand turn, I would push down with my left 
foot and vice versa. Scared the living day-
lights out of other road users, but as Otto 
Lilienthal said, sacrifices must be made. 

Practising coordination in a 4WD is a 
good idea since some two-seater gliders are 
heavier on the controls than a hang glider 
pilot might imagine, especially the rudder. 
Much heavier. Two hands and a great big 
wellie-full heavy – to the point where some-
times I doubted that I was pushing with the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
correct foot and tried the other one… The 
instructive telling-off I got from the back-
seat generally steered me and the glider in 
the right direction.

There were six of us on the first few days 
of the week-long course. The conditions 
were great and the air was rowdy at times. 
Some of us felt airsick from the bumps, 
some airsick from the manoeuvres, some 
airsick from the tow and some just sick with 
fear. Okay, so one of us was so scared of 
heights that he would freeze three metres up 
a tree trying to rescue a model plane! But by 
the end of the week, there were just two of 
us left. What happened to the rest?

For some, gliding didn’t come easy 
enough. Their lack of immediate success  
was a problem. For the young, reared on 
computer games with mates back at home 
doing something else, the commitment 
required was too much and the goal too  
far away in the future.

Unlike hang gliding and paragliding, 
launching a sailplane is a cooperative activ-
ity. You don’t just turn up at a hill, check the 
conditions, rig and launch by yourself. You 
need a group of people. It has always been 
that way. I had read Allan Ash’s excellent 
‘History of Australian Gliding’ many times. 
It’s a great book because it details all the 
errors made by the gliding movement, and 
in time hang and paragliders in their turn. 

Gliding people don’t meet in pubs or on 
the hill like the rest of us. They have gliding 
clubs and airstrips. With club houses and 
all. But it takes more than just the pilot to 
launch the planes. I was expecting that being 
part of a club would mean helping with the 
club activities, yet some of the other students 
we met were not expecting this. They expect-
ed to book, to turn up and to fly.  

H G F A

Michael Ipkendanz launching at Sheeley Beach, WA

Glenn Pennel on a Mars at Manilla in the early ’90s

Unknown launching at Stanwell Park, early ’80s
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I accept that this is a reasonable attitude, but 
not one which is catered for by many sports 
manned by volunteers. To learn to glide in a 
purely commercial operation would be a lot 
more expensive.

There were people on the course who 
were not willing or capable of taking instruc-
tion. Fair enough! Oddly, these people might 
find hang gliding and paragliding quite suit-
able. They could go solo almost right away 
and test out their personal theories about 
flying and let nature take its course in the 
traditional way. Most of us have enough of 
being told off at school and it gets harder as 
you get older though on balance, learning 
new things is good fun. 

In case you are wondering, the other 
person left on the course at the end of the 
week found that those few millimetres of 
fuselage between him and the ground a few 
thousand feet below made all the difference, 
and he had no more fear of heights!

One big difference between gliding clubs 
and hang gliders is the age of the gliders 
themselves. The average age of Australian 
gliders is meant to be around 25 years and 
there are plenty around which are older than 
that. The average age of hang gliders would 
be around five years and paragliders less than 
that. I don’t think I would be prepared  
to fly a 25-year-old hang glider!

For pilots used to low cost modern vari-
os with large LCD screens, integrated GPS, 
loggers and glide computers, the instruments 
in sailplanes are very retro. Many club glid-
ers don’t have audio varios. I also had a lot 
of trouble with analog altimeters where you 
have to think to read what the altitude is  
and if you flick the glass, you lose 300ft!  
So you must learn to appreciate period air-
craft. On balance that’s a very good thing. 
There’s little point in learning to drive in a 
Ferrari and then graduating to a combi van.

Getting to know one sailplane from 
another takes time. Apart from the simplicity 
of a primary glider or the timeless elegance 
of a Minimoa, sailplanes do all look the 
same don’t they? They also have romantic 
names such as IS28-B2, K13, K19, K21… 

This is what a prominent German sail-
plane designer said: “You are right to question 
the looks of paragliders and hang gliders. If 
they were white – that would be unbearable. 
You see, those gliders are really ugly to start 
with, and only the multi-coloured fabric makes 
them look halfway decent. This is completely 
different, however, if we talk about modern 
glass gliders.” How could he say that! Only 
a designer with a micrometer could tell the 
difference between one modern sailplane and 
another. And what can be more perfect than 
the minimalist perfection of a modern top-
less hang glider? Called the ‘Windlord’. In 
some nice colour.

An odd observation I have made over 
the years, is that hang glider pilots all look 

mostly the same. There are not many very 
tall, short thin or fat hang glider pilots. 
Paraglider pilots and sailplane pilots come  
in a lot more shapes and sizes and have dif-
ferent hair. At the recent Paragliding Worlds, 
it was noticeable how many paraglider pilots 
had shiny heads. I had always assumed that 
it was fear of asymmetrical collapses that 
caused this. Glider pilots look almost normal 
in those funny hats, but it’s possible that the 
hats affect their hair because when the hats 
come off, they look quite like paraglider 
pilots.

For me, going solo in a glider was just 
another stage in the process of learning. It 
was only on my fifth solo flight as I cruised 
around at cloudbase that I was able to look 
out at the miniature world below and think, 
“This is what I signed up for!” And at cloud-
base in a sailplane, there are so many more 
options. With a half dozen clouds within 
reach, I could cruise around and check all  
of them out for lift without losing more than 
a few hundred feet.

An odd thing about gliding is that they 
talk about the joys of silent flight. You can 
slow a hang glider down until things get very 
quiet when ridge soaring. Paragliders must 
be even quieter. But sailplanes! The first time 
I went in a single-seater, I thought someone 
had put some chickens in the front of the 
glider for a joke. Or maybe a set of bag- 
pipes to compensate for the lack of audio  
in the vario. 

Single-seaters are what you are aiming 
for and it takes a number of solo flights to 
get checked out for one. On my second 
flight in a single-seater, I took up my hang 
gliding vario and strapped it to my knee. 
And to the familiar sounds of my old vario,  
I cruised from cloud to cloud, flying easy  
triangles around the strip in a glider which 
was as effortless as a hang glider. By now  
I really felt like a real sailplane pilot. I had 
my A and B certificates and was shooting  
for my C. And after two hours, I was dying 
for a P… but that’s another skill to master.

 

H G F A

Above: Matthew Minter in a Jantar at Lake Keepit

Others: Matthew misbehaving…
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It was great to see all those that signed 
up for the program remain committed 
and arriving as scheduled. In total 14 
 newcomers landed at High Adventure 

headquarter’s doors, eagerly awaiting what 
was in store for them.

DAY 1
After a brief meet-and-greet, Chris Rogers 
took the podium and ran the new pilots 
through some theory on flight, then placed 
everyone in our simulator, showing each 
person how to enter and exit the harness, 
plus answering such questions as: “What do 
I do with all these strings?” Everyone flew the 
simulator beautifully. Dan showed others 
in the yard what a paraglider was made of 
and how it works, we then had the video 
presentation while we watched the wind 
drop quickly and the day started to look 
promising for getting out and doing some 
hands on stuff.

We broke for lunch, after which time the 
wind had dropped enough for us to head to 
our SW training hill – ideal for first flights.

We separated into four groups and sup-
plied everyone with the latest gliders from 
UP, the ‘Ascent’, an outstanding training 
wing that makes our job easier. 

Most people were able to fly about 20 to 
30m down along the slope, with height gains 
of about one to two metres. The incentive 
to fly was great as no one wanted cow pâté 
on their clothes or face. I was grateful to all 
those licensed pilots and friends assisting in 
laying out wings and doing pre-flight checks, 
as it allowed everyone to have a good go and 

eliminated wasted time. Special thanks go to 
Chris, Dan, Dave, Bernice, Phil and Ian.

We spent three hours running up and 
down the slope and some discovered muscles 
they’d never noticed before – it was a great 
day and everyone was excited about what 
tomorrow would bring.

DAY 2
We met at 8am and returned to the SW 
slope, but the wind had changed direction. 
We proceeded to our larger training slope 
that takes many directions. I told everyone 
it had been worth moving to this area as it 
has numerous slopes and wide open spaces. 
All agreed when they arrived – it was high-
er, but they took on the challenge.

The main slope gradually increases in 
steepness and you can launch as high as 
150ft agl. Everyone was given a radio holster 
with two UHF radios for communication. 
Some opted to watch others first to make 
sure that there was no screaming, signs of 
blood or thuds on the ground. Once the first 
brave souls gave it a go, the rest followed. 

Everyone exclaimed that all they had 
learnt in the simulator went out of their 
minds as the adrenaline kicked in on the first 
flight and all were overwhelmed by the first 
big flight. We had a laugh!

Off the fitter and keener students (those 
that didn’t drink wine all night) some had 
three flights and were able to get around 15 
to 20m agl and glide from take-off to land-
ing, some 300 to 400m away, this really got 
their adrenaline pumping and if this didn’t 
sell the sport, then nothing was going to.

The day concluded without incident, 
as it normally does (except for a few grass 
slides), and many of the new pilots couldn’t 
stop talking about their flights. 

We finished for the day and then went 
for a late lunch at the Long Flat Pub. Many 
exclaimed that it was a great experience and 
that most didn’t want to go to the expense of 
a full course until they really knew it would 
be the sport for them. Money and time con-
straints were minor issues, but in the end it 
came down to: “Can I really do this?”

The two-day free course has proven that 
anyone who is willing to give it a go can do 
paragliding and it is a great way to promote 
the sport. We at High Adventure are com-
mitted now to running one of these free 
courses every two months, so if you have 
friends who are keen to try something as 
rewarding as paragliding, then send them 
our way and we’ll get them airborne and 
hooked on paragliding at no cost.

All information on course dates, etc, can 
be found on our website [www.highadven-
ture.com.au]. Until the next two-day course: 
Fly safe! 

Great Weather  
For The Free  
Two-day Para- 
gliding Course
Lee Scott, High Adventure

THOSE THAT HAD DREAMT OF FLYING A PARAGLIDER  

BUT WERE UNSURE ABOUT COMMITTING TO A FULL  

COURSE, WELL, THEIR DREAMS CAME TRUE ON THE SCHED

ULED TWODAY FREE COURSE RUN BY HIGH ADVENTURE.

Landing at North Brother

H G F A

Impression from High Adventure’s yearly Bali Adventure

Photo: Fiona Rogers
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THE JOE YG LIDE 
C OAC HI NG FLEET
Back at Bathurst I was used to flying ASK-
21s and ASK-13s. Paul Mander and Nick 
Gilbert managed to organise a variety of 
two-seaters to use at Leeton. Bathurst and 
Balaklava Gliding Clubs brought ASK-
21s; Michelle Lappin and Peter Beardsley 
brought their privately-owned IS-28s; Peter 
Skinner lent his Twin Astir; and Cowra 
Gliding Club and Mark Bland/Mike Pobjoy 
brought Blaniks. Peter B and Peter S both 
generously provided their gliders for free to 
the Joeys. I managed to get a flight in all  
of the gliders apart from the two Blaniks.

THE  STUDENTS
At Leeton I met many other junior pilots 
around my age. They came from various 
parts of Australia, mostly Queensland and 
South Australia. I noticed from my conver-
sations with the other students that we all 
were at different stages of training; some 
had just a few solo flights, while others 
already had their Silver C and were trying 
to improve their skills. The coaching course 
students included Ben Lappin, Ben Pieters-
Hawke, Laura Branwell, Kieran Blair, Eric 
Stauss, Tristan Watson, Katherine Koslow-
icz, Ashlee Hartshorn, James Harper, John 
Williams, Melissa Shield, Angela Tassone, 
Liam Donald and myself.

THE  COACHES
The coaches kindly donated their time 
to come and teach younger pilots how to 
improve their skills in flying cross-country. 
Many came from far away to help, and 
without their generosity we would not have 
been able to participate in this valuable 
experience. Only a few of the coaches had 
an instructor’s rating. For safety reasons, 
GFA had directed that the students were 
not allowed to do take-offs and landings; it 
would have been nice if qualified solo pilots 
had been allowed to do take-offs and land-
ings to further their experience at a new site. 
The coaches included Paul Mander, Mark 

Bland, Derek Spencer, Lisa Turner, Graeme 
Cant, Julie and Mike Maddocks, Ingo Ren-
ner and Mike Pobjoy. 

A DAY  IN THE LI FE  
OF  A  STUDENT
The day begins with waking up at 0800 to 
wash the glider you flew yesterday. At 0830 
we head to the meeting tent, where we get 
a lecture on aspects of cross-country flying 
from one of our coaches. A memorable lec-
ture is the one by Ingo Renner on thermal 
structures; he makes it so simple to under-
stand how a thermal forms. The experienced 
pilots also sit in on the lectures. Once this 
meeting concludes at 0900 there is the com-
petition briefing. The coaches and students 
remain after this for a second meeting, dur-
ing which Ingo and Paul Mander determine 
the turning points for the day. Then the stu-
dents who are flying for the day are chosen. 
They break off into little groups to draw and 
plot all the information on their maps. 

For safety reasons we launched after the 
competition pilots, and went in the opposite 
direction. We normally launched at about 
1300 hours. Flying at Leeton is so different 
to flying at my home club; for one thing, 
it was flat. We generally flew three to five 
hours each flying day. On landing we gave 
the gliders a quick wipe down to remove the 

My Experience At JoeyGlide 06/07
Vaughan Sweeney

BEFORE ARRIVING AT LEETON  

FOR JOEYGLIDE, I HAD LITTLE 

CROSSCOUNTRY EXPERIENCE 

UNDER MY BELT. THE TERRAIN  

AT MY HOME CLUB IS NOT VERY 

INVITING. I’D HAD A FEW CROSS

COUNTRY FLIGHTS WITH MY DAD 

GEOFF SWEENEY AND A FEW WITH 

PETER HANNEMAN, PRESIDENT  

OF BATHURST SOARING CLUB,  

IN HIS DG500M.

G F A

Ben Pieters-Hawke

Vaughan Sweeney (left) and Ingo Renner (right) Photo: Geoffrey Sweeney
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bugs from the wings, and then went to relax 
and wait for the competition pilots to finish.

AFTER JOE YGLI DE
I learnt many things about cross-country 
flying during my time at Leeton, and feel 
confident that I can safely fly a cross-coun-
try for my Silver C. We owe thanks to  
Nick Gilbert and Paul Mander who organ-
ise JoeyGlide. I’d also like to thank Mrs 
Beryl Hartley and The Uncles Foundation 
who made it possible for me to attend  
JoeyGlide 06/07. I recommend JoeyGlide  
to any young glider pilots who have recently 
gone solo. It is a great experience in further-
ing gliding knowledge and in making 
friends around the same age and from 
around Australia.  

G F A

Eric Stauss (left) and Derek Spencer (right)

Laura Branwell

James Harper (left) and Lisa Turner (right)

GLIDING FEDERATION  
OF AUSTRALIA

Airworthiness Inspection
FORM 2 AND C OF A NOTICE

■   A Form 2 inspection is due. $150* payment  

is enclosed

■   The C of A requires renewal. $33* payment  

is enclosed and the existing C of A document  

is returned

■   Initial registration package is required.  

$363* payment is enclosed 

* Fees include GST

Payment method:

■  Cheque ■  Credit Card ■  Direct Deposit 
For internet payments, deposit into:  
BSB: 013-442 Account No: 304729562

A) DOCUMENTATION REQUEST
■   Please send me a transfer of ownership document

■    Please send me a change of registered  

operator document

Aircraft Type ...............................................................................

Registration marks VH –  ...........................................................

Address to which documents are to be sent is:

Name  .........................................................................................

Address  ......................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................

State. .....................................................Postcode....................... 

Forward to: GFA Airworthiness Secretary,
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041 

Email: <Airworthiness@sec.gfa.org.au> 
Fax: 03 9379 5519
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DAY 1
The first flight is on Saturday, 8 December. 
The forecast is looking good for a few days 
with increasing temperatures, a trough 
moving over Gawler, and hardly any inver-
sion – which should mean for an early start 
to the day. Peter Temple plans an out-and-
return north to Farina, whilst I elect to try 
a 1035km triangle to Death Rock (near 
Hawker) and Redcliffs (near Mildura).

Peter launches first and I follow at 
10:15am, flying through the start line at 
10:25am. My first climb is to 5000ft – a 
great start. My next climb is to 7000ft and 
the lift gradually increases in height so that 
about 60km north I am able to climb to 
10 000ft. The thermals are not consistent,  
so there are a few long glides through slightly 
cooler areas, but the last 100km of the first  
leg sees heights in the blue to nearly 13 000ft.  
Ahead, cumulus is forming quite high, and 
behind there are cu progressively moving 
north, but not catching me. I turn at Death 
Rock just after 1pm, and the average speed 
into a 15kt headwind is 96km/h up the first 

leg. Peter flies past as I head SE towards Mil-
dura. He is heading for the cu about 20km  
north of my turnpoint near Hawker, whilst  
I am heading SE into more blue. Not happy!

As the second leg is over scrub for the 
next 300km, I elect to deviate a fair way 
south so that there will be a few options 
available for gliding towards a bit of civiliza-
tion. Thermals appear to be getting a little 
harder to find and a little weaker. A low 
point of 6000ft NE of Whyte Yarcowie gives 
6.5kt back to 13 000ft, which gives me a lit-
tle more confidence. In the distance the fires 
between Waikerie and Renmark are produc-
ing a lot of smoke, so I aim to run along the 
northern edge of the fires. Hopefully they 
will provide some good climbs.

The thermals are consistently six to 
seven knots, although heights are coming 
down to a little over 10 000ft. The fires basi-
cally consist of a series of hot spots pushing 
up columns of smoke. To the south near 
Renmark and Kingston the smoke is quite 
thick, which could produce a problem com-
ing home, but for now the smoke is giving 
extended glides with some good six-knot 
pull-ups. I leave the smoke at 10 000ft and 
head towards the Victorian border. A bit of 
buoyant air, but no thermals to speak of. 
At 4000ft just before Lake Cullulleraine I 
take a four-knot climb back up to 10 000ft. 
Even though climbs have weakened off they 
are still going to a reasonable height, which 
should make progress acceptable. I top up  
in the odd four-knot climb, not keen to get 
too low in this section of the flight.

At 5pm I turn at Redcliffs at 7000ft, with  
300km to go to the west. Unfortunately the 
GPS says my finish line is 380km to the east. 
At this time I realise that I had programmed 
in the Benalla finish line, having flown at the 
previous Nationals from that site. So much 
for the Barron Hilton competition. Curses!

I progress back towards Gawler by a series  
of small top-up climbs, and as I approach 
the border, the climb rates slowly improve  
to five knots. The smoke ahead is thick, and  
spreads across the whole of the track. I expect  
that it should be clear by Kingston, so I 
climb to 10 000ft near Paringa and glide on 
through. Past Kingston the smoke starts to 

clear, and there are a couple of wispy clouds 
ahead (seabreeze?). I continue to the first 
cloud; reduced sink is all I get, but there is  
a small street heading towards Waikerie, with 
a couple of larger wisps over the river to the 
east of the airfield. The glide produces no 
lift, but as I cross the river at 2000ft I find a 
couple of knots, and this gradually improves 
to four knots as I climb higher. By pushing 
ahead under the wisps I finally contact a 
good four-knot climb through to 10 000ft.

Nearly on final glide. Close to Stonefield 
the cumulus associated with the trough line,  
which has obviously been working well head- 
ing north, still looks active so I am confident  
of a final climb. As expected, I find a three-
knot climb only 65km from home. Maybe 
there is a little better somewhere, but I am  
just keen now to get the glide back to Gawler.

The glide home is very pleasant, sitting 
on about 75kt and gradually speeding up as 
I get closer. I am feeling a little tired after the 
9.5 hour flight, so I make a special effort to 
concentrate on the circuit. The average speed 
of the task is 108km/h. 

Meanwhile, Peter has reached the  
clouds near Hawker and has a great run 
from there, climbing as high as 17 000ft 
with a very fast run home. A total time for 
his 1000km of less than 8.5 hours, close to 
120km/h. Something like three National 
records as a reward.

DAY 2
Tuesday, 16 January, looks like a similar 
day, so I arrange to have the day off from 
work. With the temperature expected 
around 40ºC plus, the LS3 is back from the 
competitions, and Bev Roediger agrees to 
come out to give us a tow.

The only weather concern is a possible 
high cloud mass moving down from the 
north with rain and strong winds, so I once 
again set Death Rock/Redcliffs as the trian-
gle, as Renmark/Mildura are expecting really 
hot temperatures also, and it should be out 
of the high cloud.

I launch at 10:20am and start over 
the cross strip at 10:30am. Early thermals 
aren’t too bad, with three knots to 5000ft 
until north of Kapunda. I am low north of 

2000KM FROM GAWLER
Terry Cubley

WELL, IT DID TAKE TWO FLIGHTS AND 18 HOURS, BUT IT CERTAINLY DEMONSTRATES THE GOOD CON

DITIONS AVAILABLE LAST SEASON. TERRY CUBLEY DESCRIBES TWO TASKS, THE FIRST 1035km EARNING 

HIM THE BOB IRVINE TROPHY FOR HANDICAP DISTANCE IN THE GFA ANNUAL FLYING AWARDS.

HAPPENED RECENTLY  
ON AN AIRFIELD

Martin Feeg

These days Central Europe has virtually 100% 
mobile phone coverage, but a number of years  
back there were a few black spots. That was the 
time when ultralights were just conquering the  
sky, and one day one of their pilots had a bit of  
a handful with his beast… he wrestled her onto  
the ground, but it was somewhat of a ‘ladies’  
landing’. Limping painfully, he climbed the nearest 
hill and was able to SMS back to base.

Close shave? Perhaps, but well executed.
First of all, realising that a hill top might  

provide better coverage than the surrounding  
‘black’ area was a smart thing. Secondly, texting 
requires less signal strength than a voice call.  
Check it out yourself, and store the trick in case  
you need it; but don’t forget that in a real emer- 
gency there is always the radio and 121.50 MHz.

Safe soaring. 
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Kapunda, but thankfully find a weak climb 
that improves with height. South of Water-
loo I find an eight-knot climb to 10 000ft, 
making prospects look good. Unfortunately 
it’s the only such climb for quite a while, 
and I am quickly back working four knots 
to 6000ft, into a 20kt headwind. Progress is 
slow heading north, with the high cloud very 
close. I fly under the cirrus and alto-cu just 
north of Jamestown, and there is virga (rain) 
coming out of the clouds further north. 
Ultimately I decide to turn at Orroroo – it 
has taken two hours, 45 minutes to cover the 
210km, and it’s bleak and raining heading 
for my turnpoint which is still another 80km 
north. The high cloud is moving rapidly SE, 
and appears to be blacking out all the way 
to Waikerie and probably to Mildura – no 
chance of completing the set 1000km flight.

Heading south with a tailwind feels 
good, then I reach cumulus near Hallett and 
the day takes on another perspective. Eight 
to 10kt to 11 500ft, streeting under cu, you 
couldn’t ask for better. I fly to Swan Reach, 
and consider heading even further south and 
west as the cu appears to be going for miles. 

But heading north seems more logical, so 
I turn and fly back north. The streeting is 
great, and I am able to cruise 75km before 
needing another climb. The cu is thinning 
out again and becomes blue again north of 
Hallett under the overcast sky.

I am considering trying to get to Death 
Rock, but nothing has changed and there 
is no hope. In fact Orroroo is darker and 
less inviting than earlier, except for the odd 
willy willy. I decide to turn at Black Rock 
just SE of Orroroo and then glide back to 
the cumulus at Hallett. A good street, and 
then a few individual clouds take me back 
to Gawler. I was heading to arrive about 
5:30pm with good clouds everywhere, so 
elect to stay high, turn Gawler at 10 000ft 
and fly back to Robertstown to fill in 
another hour. I finally land at 6:40pm. The 
clouds are becoming a little less reliable by 
this time, but there are still some four-knot 
climbs available. Total distance 973km. 
70km/h for the first three hours, and then 
150km/h for the next five hours. Not a bad 
Gawler day. 

G F A

Weather Station

Wind, rain, 
temperature, 
humidity, 
barometer,  
plus more…

Also available:

Windsocks and frames,  

handheld weather meters.

Australian Agent 
for Davis Instruments.

Ask for your 
FREE catalogue.

ECOWATCH
Unit 5, 17 Southfork Drive
Kilsyth VIC 3137
Phone: (03) 9761 7040 Fax: (03) 9761 7050
email: <davis@ecowatch.com.au>
web: [www.davisinstruments.com.au]

F R O M  T H E  B L U E  B O O K
James Cooper

Getting Home
A friend of mine, a former sailing world champion 
and Olympian, suggested that every flight should  
be analysed, recorded for future reference, and 
learnt from.

On a winter 300km flight I was 34km from 
home at 2500ft agl. It was 6pm, and the day  
was dying. I had a climb, but it was averaging  
about half a knot. Knowing that at the end of 
the day thermal strength reduces at one knot  
per half hour, this weak thermal would soon run  
out and I would be left with insufficient height  
to get home. 

The possibility of finding a suitable thermal 
would reduce further if I let time tick by. I would  
be better to leave, even at 2500ft with the hope  
of finding a suitable thermal, than hang around  
with the guarantee that the thermal would run  
out and I would not get home. So I departed and 
found a one-knot thermal which I left as it reduced 
at 1900ft, then found another at half a knot, which 
eventually got me home.
Lesson: Don’t hang about in thermals that won’t  
get you home. Better to push on and possibly land  
out than hang on and definitely land out.
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FRID AY  8  JUNE
They all arrived around 12:30pm and hast-
ily started to set up their machines for the 
days ahead. Set-up was completed in 
the early afternoon and the aircraft and 
trailers were shown their new beds for the 
coming three nights. We then moved down 
to Runways Edge Bar and Café, owned and 
operated by Bob and Lorraine MacGillvary, 
for a well-earned coffee and biscuit. Bob 
and Lorraine live on the aerodrome and 
run an aviation business called ‘Edge Avia-
tion’ with Bob being a CAR 35 aeronauti-
cal engineer, ATPL qualified pilot, a test 
pilot, ferry pilot, etc, etc, etc, amongst the 
3000 other jobs he seems to be able to do 
around the hangar when he is not working 
on anything with aviation (Bob the builder, 
plumber, welder, bar builder, tiler, concreter, 
interior bar fitter, carpenter, shall I go on?). 
What this man does is amazing and at 61 
years young he just never stops. 

Lorraine is a driving force behind it all 
with a real passion for aviation and new 
ventures, as I have found out, she does a fan-
tastic job for their business and I think she 
keeps Bob young, actually. 

Okay, coffees done and a quick phone 
call to my lovely wife Sharon, informing her 
that we had five extra persons coming around 
for dinner later that night (thanks, Shaz, 
you’re a real gem), and it was time to get  

the guys strapped into the trikes for a quick 
jolly around the area before it got dark. 

Aircraft pre-flighted and warmed up, we 
blasted off into the chilly smooth afternoon 
air for a quick flight around Sale, then over 
to Stratford and Maffra and back to West 
Sale. On the way I highlighted some refer-
ence points to the new flock, should they get 
lost in the days ahead (no one got lost over 
the weekend’s activities other than Mitch  
on Saturday, more about that later…). 
Frankly, you cannot get lost around here 
as to the north is the Great Divide, to the 
south is Bass Strait, to the east the lakes  
system and to the west the power stations  
of the Latrobe Valley. 

Babies all tucked up for the night, I 
proceeded to show the guys the location of 
the motel they were staying in, so they could 
freshen up and then walk the 300m to my 

home, where dinner was enjoyed by all. The 
evening proceeded well and a few reds were 
downed by Carl, Dave, Bob, Lorraine and 
the esteemed El Presidente, while I settled 
for a couple of beers. At around 11pm the 
troops all thanked us for the evening’s enter-
tainment and proceeded to the motel for 
a well-earned rest, readying themselves for 
tomorrow’s activities which we had planned 
during the evening.

SATURDAY  9  JUNE 
Dawn arrived and we all met up and pro-
ceeded out to the aerodrome around 7:30 to 
be greeted by Mitch, who’d arrived at 2am 
that morning and slept in the back of his 
well set up F100 truck. (Note: Mitch was 
not a pretty sight first thing in the morn-
ing in his boxers and singlet at around 5ºC 
– sorry Mitch, I couldn’t let it pass unnoted). 

Mitch’s trike was unloaded and we all 
helped him set up his new XT 912. 

We congregated in Lorraine’s hangar for 
coffee while waiting for Anamitra Sarkar to 
arrive. Doc, as he is called, is in the same 
hangar as I and has a great passion for trike 
flying even though his profession doesn’t 
allow him the freedom I have through my 
working offshore. 

Doc finally arrived and we all suited up 
for a flight down to Geoff White’s strip on 

Queen’s Birthday Fly-in 2007  
At West Sale
Alf Jessup

WHAT A WONDERFUL WEEKEND WAS HAD BY ALL THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE FLYIN AT WEST SALE 

AERODROME OVER THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY LONG WEEKEND. THREE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTHERN 

MICROLIGHT CLUB TURNED UP ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, INCLUDING THE ESTEEMED PRESIDENT, 

MARK ANDREWS. HE WAS CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY DAVE WATSON AND CARL DILLON. 

Café owner, Lorraine MacGillvary Anamitra Sakar

Alf and Sharon Some of the trikes at West Sale
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the outskirts of the Churchill township, a 
mere 27nm away. Carl took off first, being 
the only one in the group flying a Wizard 
wing with his Redback. El Presidente was 
next in his brand new XTC 582, closely fol-
lowed by Dr Sarkar in his XT 912 and Dave 
in his Classic with the Streak 2 wing. 

I took off next in my XT 912, but I 
circled the field to have some low level pho-
tos taken of me by Lorraine while waiting 
for Mitch’s oil temp to reach the required 
50ºC before taking off. Mitch and I flew 
off with him to my right at four o’clock 
(so I thought) and tracked directly for Loy 
Yang power station. The other guys were 
already at Rosedale and I knew we would 
never catch them, so I just dawdled along at 
1500ft doing a steady 67kt with a quarter-
ing tailwind to assist us. We, (as I thought), 
passed Carl on the outskirts of Traralgon and 
proceeded over to Geoff’s. 

At Geoff’s strip, Dave was already on the 
ground, El Presidente on base and Doc, for 
some reason, was circling just east of Geoff’s.  
I proceeded on an extended downwind with 
Doc coming in from my left, so I dropped 
down to 500ft, just in case he didn’t see 
me, and completed my circuit and landing, 
closely followed by Doc. I taxied back, shut 
down and greeted Geoff while waiting for 
Carl, who was now visible and entering the 
circuit, but where was the elusive Mitch?  
I went back to the trike and called him up 
to find he was already over near Hazelwood 
power station 4nm NW off us and still 
heading west. A quick redirect by Geoff 
on his handheld had Mitch pointing in 
the right direction and he was soon on the 
ground enjoying the coffee and biscuits pro-
vided by Geoff and his lovely wife Evelyn. 

Coffees finished, now including Geoff 
and Evelyn in his XT 912, we proceeded 
over to Latrobe Valley, 5nm away, to meet 
up with Jabiru Joe and Seagull Shirley from 
Shepparton, and some trike pilots who fly 
with Geoff who were going to fly back with 
us to West Sale for lunch at the café. One 
trike had already left for West Sale and Pete 
Henry and his son had as well, but turned 

back upon reaching Traralgon township and 
landed, as the headwind was making slow 
progress for him in his Classic Wizard. No 
more than 15 minutes was spent on the 
ground at Latrobe Valley as the weather was 
starting to look nasty and Joe and Shirl had 
not arrived. We hastily departed just as a rain 
shower was zoning in on the airport. 

All of us got away apart from Carl, who  
called us up on the radio to say he was going 
to wait it out. This was a good decision by 
him as the Wizard is not the best in turbu- 
lence. We dodged a few showers on the way  
back, but all landed safely, including Carl 
about an hour behind us with Joe and Shirl 
finally arriving from Shepparton in the Jabiru.

Frank Buccheri had arrived from Bar-
won Heads by the time we got back, as did 
David Jacka and Emily, so it was off to the 
café for some well earned lunch and coffee. 
Lunch was enjoyable and we socialised for 
most of the afternoon while helping Frank 
set up his trike. 

Terry, a trike pilot and his wife Ann 
Marie turned up from Morwell and met us 
all, Terry doesn’t have a trike as yet, but is 
looking for a secondhand XT 912. Since he 
came for a fly with me, he is now convinced 
that’s what he wants. 

Around 3pm Geoff and Evelyn departed 
for home and it was decided that, as the 
showers had gone and the sky was blue 
again, we would proceed over to 90 Mile 
Beach for a flight to Seaspray and Golden 
Beach. A quick call to the Longford heliport 
to let them know that seven trikes would be 
in the area was appreciated by the tower. 

We had a lovely flight along this beauti-
ful expanse of beach and all arrived back 
within five minutes of each other. 

The trikes lined up together for a group 
photo – seven trikes in all – three was the 
most I have seen at any one time here in 
West Sale and I for one was chuffed at seeing 
so many here. 

With the trikes tucked into the hangars 
for the night, we proceeded home as we were 
going out for dinner at Sporting Legends,  
a local club in Sale. A great evening was had 

by the 20 of us and after driving El Presi-
dente’s car back for him, most returned to 
my home except for Carl, who was looking 
forward to a well earned rest. El Presidente, 
Dave and Mitch also seized the opportunity 
to have an early night. 

Frank and I went home for coffee and 
tea and some more socialising, I asked David 
Jacka if he was interested in flying to Lakes 
Entrance with me the next morning which 
he readily agreed on and the night ended 
around 12am with me driving David and 
Emily back to their motel. 

Alf taking Shirl for a fly Doc and Anesha En-route to Lakes Entrance

Approaching Lakes Entrance

Front lake at Lakes Entrance

Lakes Entrance foreshore
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SUND AY 1 0  JUNE
Sunday dawned as promised with clear blue 
skies and calm conditions, but with a thick 
ground fog lasting until around 9:30. Once 
it cleared, I took David’s helper, Emily, for 
a fly around Sale while hoping Geoff would 
arrive from Churchill, but he was still fogged 
in. At around 10:15 we decided to leave 
without Geoff, hoping he would catch us  
at Lakes. We strapped Dave Jacka into my 
trike and departed for Kalimna airfield at 
around 10:30am. 

Carl left about 20 minutes before us,  
Joe and Shirl in the Jabiru left about 10 
minutes after us and still passed us abeam  
of Holland’s Landing. 

The flight down was one of those 
magical flights with super smooth air, super 
smooth passenger and a nice tailwind – it 
couldn’t get any better than that. 

Dave was in awe at the scenery fly-
ing down along the lakes system and I felt 
privileged to have someone with such a zest 
for life in the back of my trike. I find Dave 
one of the most inspirational, determined 
and beautiful persons I have ever met. As a 
young man of 19, almost 20 years ago, Dave 
had a terrible accident and has got on with 
his life and accepted the disability he lives 
with. Dave is a qualified trike pilot, drives 
himself everywhere and has the best sense 
of humour, he is very independent and an 
inspiration to all who have met him. 

Dave and I did a circuit of the Lakes 
Entrance foreshore while the others landed 
at Kalimna. We taxied up to the group and 
met with Clem Smith, a doctor and the 
owner of the airstrip and who Doc Sarkar 

knows through his work. Clem has a beauti-
ful A36 Bonanza in which he commutes to 
work in Melbourne. I thought of asking him 
if he would like to trade, but decided against 
it as Doc had his eye on it first, I think. 

The rest of the lads went over to Clem’s 
house to have a cuppa while Dave Watson 
took a friend of his from Lakes for a fly. I 
told DJ not to go anywhere while I got him 
his tea and he promised with the normal wit 
and charm he possesses.

I came back and sat beside my trike 
enjoying a cuppa with Dave and talking 
about various things in life. We finished our 
tea, I took the cups back to the fence and 
told the boys we were heading off, which 
must have inspired the others, because as  
we taxied out, they were all walking back  
to their machines. 

We took off about 10 minutes before  
the rest and climbed to 2500ft for the cross-
ing of the stretch of water between Metung 
and Paynesville and I assured Dave that  
I normally did this and not just because he 
was in the back. His comment was,  
“It’s okay, Alf, I can float.” My response: 
“Yeah, you might be able to, but can you float 
being strapped to a trike? Because if this sucker 
goes in the water it’s every man for himself.” 
“Point taken.”

The flight at 2500ft was giving us a 
ground speed of 37kt, so when we were 
sure of making Paynesville, and after pass-
ing Geoff going the other way doing 75kt, 
I started a slow descent back to 500ft which 
remarkably got us back to 55kt in trim with 
a few bumps thrown in.

I called the boys up and let them know. 
Mitch heeded my advice and got back 10 
minutes after Dave and I. Doc, Mark and 
Frank stayed up high and took at least 15 
minutes longer than Mitch, but said it was 
smooth, and I for one know Doc doesn’t 
like potholes, so he was happy. Poor Carl in 
the Wizard took two hours on the return 
trip and Geoff returned after reaching Lakes 
along the beach from Seaspray. Geoff actu-
ally beat Frank back after travelling about 
25nm further. What height were you at 
along the beach, Geoff?

Everyone arrived back and we congre-
gated in Runways Edge Café again for our 
lovingly prepared homemade soup and bread 
rolls with our cappuccinos. Terry and Ann 
Marie were back and Peter Henry and his 
son had flown up from LTV in the Wizard 
Classic and it was great to see that Stan and 
Jeannette Walker had driven up from Paken-
ham to support the event. The afternoon 
came up quickly and Geoff departed for 
home, as did Jeannette and Stan, Terry and 

Ann Marie and my friend Dave Jacka and 
the lovely Emily who cares for him. 

We all decided to head north this time 
for a flight over to Glenmaggie weir and 
across to the foothills before turning back to 
West Sale via Maffra. As we were departing, 
Dave Watson was just returning from Lakes 
after visiting his friend and informed us he 
was heading home that evening. I took Shirl 
in the back of the trike for the flight and it 
was another one of those flights with super 
smooth air all of the way. We tracked over 
to the weir, directly into the sun which I 
blocked out with the compression strut, and 
lo and behold, off to my two o’clock was a 
powered parachute enjoying the evening air 
and heading back towards a paddock NE of 
the airfield. A quick call to the boys and all 
had seen him, so we continued the flight. 
Once over the weir Shirl, myself and Mitch 
followed the foothills, while El Presidente, 
Frank and Carl tracked back to West Sale via 
Maffra. The flight along the foothills was one 
of those ones where you can let go of the bar 
and steer with your weight or turn the nose 
wheel to create adverse yaw. We must have 
flown 25 miles out of the total 68 hands 
off, enjoying the view of the lowering sun in 
the sky now casting beautiful shadows and 
showing different colours of the earth below 
us. Shirl and I tracked back via the Sale-
Maffra road to Sale and then back to West 
Sale, while Mitch went direct from Maffra to 
complete another magical day with a fantas-
tic group of friends. 

Dave Watson had just finished packing 
and bid us all farewell before commencing 
his journey home, just as Ken Jelleff arrived 
to see how the weekend was going. We put 
our trikes away for the night, I invited Ken 
back to join us for dinner, which he accepted 
and we headed back to the café for a drink 
or two before I headed home to prepare a 
BBQ tea for everyone with salad and extras 
by my lovely wife Sharon. Another lovely 
meal and a good few hours of socialising was 
enjoyed by all before the night ended around 
midnight again. 

MONDAY  11  JUNE
Happy anniversary, Sharon! Monday 
dawned with the sound of light rain on the 
roof when the alarm went off at 6:45am 
– just as predicted by the weatherman. I 
took the opportunity to sleep in and thought 
the fearless group would do the same. 

Frank arrived at my home around 
7:30am from the motel, looking for the  
others and shared some toast and tea with 
Joe and Shirley and my family.

I called the fearless leader only to find 
him out at the airfield with Carl and Mitch. 

Local instructor Geoff White

A picture of perfection
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I invited them all back for some breakfast 
which was agreed on, but by 9am none 
had arrived, so I thought they must have 
been frequenting the bar and café that they 
enjoyed so much. 

We headed out to the aerodrome while 
Sharon and my daughter went off to the  
pictures and to do some shopping. 

Tom, my son, came out to the aero-
drome and amused himself with his scooter. 
A decision was made by the group that the 
weather would not improve enough to fly  
today, so it was time to start packing up.

Joe and Shirley fuelled up the Jab, said 
their goodbyes and departed at 1:30pm with 
a promise to contact me when they arrived 
home safe in Shepparton. Everyone pitched 
in, helping to pack up the remaining four 
trikes and it was all done by 2:30pm. Lunch 
was sourced from Subway and brought back 
to the hangar by El Presidente to help quell 
the hunger pains. 

Carl got on his way while we finished up 
in the hangar and cleaned up. The weekend 
was just about over and it was time to bid 
the rest of the members a safe journey home. 
Hand shakes all around and thanks given 
from everyone to everyone. 

El Presidente, Frank and Mitch left the 
airfield around 3:30pm and I stayed in Bob 
and Lorraine’s hangar, enjoying a coffee and 
going over the fantastic weekend it had been 
and wishing it didn’t have to end. 

I admit it was the best weekend I have 
ever had associating with a passionate group 
of aviation enthusiasts, and I look forward  
to many more to come.

I must thank the following persons for 
making it what it was: Sharon for your sup-
port during the weekend, Bob and Lorraine 
for all the effort, hospitality and use of your 
facilities, Jim Glinderman for the use of 

your hangar for the trikes and trailers, Joe 
and Shirley for flying down and staying with 
us, Mark Andrews for encouraging many 
in the club to turn up, Carl Dillon, Mitch, 
Dave Watson, Frank Buccheri for all turn-
ing up with your machines and making the 
weekend what it was, Terry and Ann Marie, 
Jeannette and Stan Walker, Ken Jelleff for 
supporting the event, Geoff and Evelyn 
White for allowing us to land on your 
property and flying with us, Clem Smith for 
allowing us to land on your strip, Anamitra 
Sarkar for getting the time off and sharing 
the experience with us all, Peter Henry and 
son for flying up on Sunday and last, but 
not least, the inspirational David Jacka and 
Emily for coming up and sharing the week-
end with us all. 

I learnt a lot from this weekend. It is 
not only the flying that is fun, but the social 
events and the meeting and making of new 
friends, the dinners, the drinks and the  
stories and other experiences from people 
who all share my passion. 

Let’s aim to make next year even bigger 
and better – that will take some doing as  
it doesn’t get much better than the 2007 
Queen’s Birthday long weekend that was!
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After a big weekend

Photos: Alf Jessup

Ryan Tonkin flying at Taylors Mistake, 25 minutes 
from Christchurch, New Zealand South Island

Photo: Patrick J Bonello
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50 YEARS GLIDING, BY TWO
Mike Adams

    he year 2007 represents a milestone for 
two long-time members of the Narrogin 
Gliding Club in Western Australia. Hilmer 
 Geissler and Roger Vaile both achieved  
50 years of gliding. To celebrate, they decid-
ed to throw a dinner and party at the Nar-
rogin clubhouse and invited club members, 
friends and family, as well as many previous 
members who had given up flying a consid-

erable number of years ago. An invitation 
was also extended to members of the Royal 
Aero Club at Jandakot to fly to Narrogin 
for a lunchtime German sausage sizzle; and, 
if they wanted, to experience a glider flight. 
Hilmer and Roger also joined forces with 
another Narrogin member, David Knox, 
who was celebrating his 60th birthday,  
to make 14 July 2007 truly memorable.

HILMER ’S  STORY
Hilmer started gliding in Germany in 1957 
and soloed in a Scheibe Specht glider. He 
was the first member of his club to fly cross-
country, achieving a flight of 48km in 1959. 
He emigrated to Australia in 1970 and flew 
many cross-countries from Tocumwal. He 
was co-pilot for Ingo Renner in 1975 when 
they achieved a world record in a Caproni 

A21 with a flight of 924km, taking off from 
Tocumwal and landing near Millmerran, 
Queensland, after 12 hours and 20 minutes 
airborne. After moving to Western Aus-
tralia, Hilmer joined the Narrogin club in 
the late 1970s.

Hilmer has competed in many State 
championships with considerable success. 
He started power flying and glider towing 
in 1971 and is now the proud owner of a 
Jabiru 230, the first ultralight tug in Austral-
ia. In June 2006 he flew it from the factory 
in Bundaberg, Queensland, to Narrogin via 
Birdsville, Alice Springs, Uluru and Kalgoor-
lie. Fellow club member Richard MacFarlane 
was co-pilot on that ferry flight. Hilmer  
then flew the Jabiru to Narromine and  
back for NATFLY in April this year with  
his wife Margaret.

G F A

The new DG-505 is very popular with members and guests

T

David Knox and his son Ben

Roger Vaile Left to right: Folker Krueger, Hilmer Geissler, Peter Kayne  Photo: Rosita Krueger



September 2007  Soaring Australia 19

ROGER ’S  STORY
Roger commenced training in gliders at 
Lasham, UK, in 1957 in a Slingsby T 21b 
side-by-side trainer and soloed in under 
two months. He then went on to become 
an instructor at Lasham with the famous 
Derek Piggott as CFI. Following a move to 
Australia, Roger joined the Narrogin club  
in 1973 and has been a regular competitor  
in State championships, in recent years fly- 
ing with friend Dave Mellor in the Narro- 
gin Twin Astir until it was sold in 2006, to 
Roger’s dismay. He has also flown powered 
aircraft since the early 1960s, and served 
our club as tugmaster for many years.

THE DAY OF CELEBRATION
Dawn on 14 July 2007 was cold and grey, 
with a mid-level cloud band covering the 
area. By mid-morning the stream of some 
13 light aircraft, including a twin, began 
arriving from Jandakot and the Royal 
Aero Club members poured out. We com-
menced flying shortly after 11am and soon 
the air experience flights were being made 
in the Puchacz and our 
brand new DG-505. 
At lunchtime the BBQ 
was cranked up and the 
kitchen volunteers, ably 
led by Margaret Geissler, 
were kept busy. Although 
the upper cloud broke 
up late in the afternoon 
there was no appreciable 
lift available, so most 
flights were more or less 
just glides from a launch 
release of 3000ft agl. The 
visitors, however, seemed 
very pleased with their 
introduction to gliding.

At night the MC, Dayle Found, got 
the ball rolling with short introductions to 
Hilmer, Roger and David and each of them 
gave us interesting anecdotes from their lives, 
illustrated by slides from a Powerpoint pres-
entation. The dinner for over 70 people fol-
lowed, involving pigs roasted on a spit and 
plentiful vegetables, prepared by Margaret 
and her team of helpers.

The day was a huge success, with the 
club making quite a profit thanks to the 
organisation and generosity of Hilmer, Mar-
garet, Roger and David. Many old friends 
got together after long absences, and I think 
we might see some of them at the club more 
often as a result of this celebration. 

Photos: Folker Krueger
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The ‘kitchen angels’ (left to right): Shelley 
Spicer, Margaret Geissler, Melva Kenny, 
Claire Weston

Humphrey Leach (left) and Roger Vaile

Hilmer Geissler and roasting pig

Guests enjoying the dinner
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VINTAGE GLIDING 

AT WONDAI

Ron Geake

       e are a small group of very expe- 
           rienced glider pilots with varying  
          interests in the different aspects of 
        our sport. We are seeking to enjoy our 
sport and develop our personal interests in a 
relaxed and friendly atmosphere; we are not 
intending to undertake ab-initio training.

My interest in vintage gliding and the 
museum group has developed since I gave 
up serious competition flying, and I cur-
rently own ES59 Arrow GNH, ES60/2 Boo-
merang GPP and Auster J5 towplane MSP.

I found that there is a desire for Queens-
land vintage owners to have a local regatta, 
as we are really struggling to attend the 
annual VGA Regatta at sites like Border-
town. It was also apparent that a common 
interest get-together will rekindle interest 
and enthusiasm in restoring and flying vin-
tage gliders. Some have found that they no 
longer fit easily into modern operations and 
high-powered tugs.

The objective is to have an annual 
regatta and a quarterly fly-in to foster those 
interests and encourage each other. There 
are 30 vintage gliders on the VH Register 
in Queensland, and we will seek to provide 
launching facilities at Wondai through winch 
and Auster to facilitate more flying.

An additional plan is to incorporate, on 
one day at each event, attendance by vintage 
aircraft, cars and motorbikes. This would 
be a fundraiser for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and should enable us to obtain TV 
and print media coverage, which will benefit 
all aspects of our sport.

Contact has been made with Tiger Moth 
and Auster owners who have indicated posi-
tive interest in attending future events.

Here are some classic examples of rekin-
dling interest. George Dick got his L Spatz 
55 out of its trailer and made it airworthy 
again. John Aitken (ex-DDSC), who has 
had a partly-built Duster dormant for many 
years, has never lost interest in gliding, but 
is now also into vintage motorbikes, and is 
planning to attend our September fly-in. 
We are also blessed to have Ib Braes in our 
group. Ib is a former World Masters champi-
on, a current holder of 12 Danish National 
records and flew a K6 for Denmark in the 
World championships in Argentina.

We are simply seeking to develop a site  
where vintage gliding can flourish in Queens- 
land alongside our other gliding activities.

 

      intage 
   gliding  
corner
V

W Boomerang at Wondai

WINTER WORKS

Ian Patching

orrespondence from members of the 
      VGA indicates that a lot of activity 
      continues within the vintage movement. 
      There are a number of gliders being 
refinished over the coming months and 

some major rebuilds approaching comple-
tion. Included in this is the K6E, GEA 
which is having major surgery on its main 
spar. The work is being done by Mal Bennet 
with assistance from Peter Raphael and Den-
nis Hipperson. With any luck the glider may 
even be ready for the rally. The repair cer-
tainly raises the quandary of just how much 
one should do to return an aircraft back 
to service. From all reports every aircraft 
deserves a chance to grace the skies again, 
but from a commercial point of view this 
wouldn’t work.

It also raises the question of just what  
a glider is worth. I have been involved in 
enough restorations now to form the follow-
ing observations:

 If the glider requires any major work  
to return it to service, then it is worth  
virtually nothing. The time involved  
outweighs any other factor, including  
purchase of materials. 

•

 If the glider requires minor work, then  
the figure is dependant on factors such  
as equipment and trailer condition. 
 Wooden gliders that are ready to fly deserve 
the price being asked, as the owner has 
spent considerable effort in maintaining  
its airworthiness. 
Don’t get me started on the price  

of secondhand glass… 

•

•

C

K6E mainspar early in
the process of repair

A good supply of G-clamps is essential



September 2007  Soaring Australia 21

G F A

T31 RESTORATION

Dave Goldsmith

Here is a picture of the T31 of  
the Australian Gliding Museum 
Inc, photographed at Horsham 
   in May. The aircraft was left 

in Horsham for some time after painting by 
Joe Luciano, as it was the club’s first aircraft 
and many members were able to renew their 
sentimental attachment to it. This will be the 
second T31 restored to airworthy condition 
this year as the finishing touches are com-
pleted by museum volunteers. The other  
was restored by Laurie Simpkins. 

The first Quarterly Fly-In will be 
hosted by the Barambah District 
Gliding Club Inc. at Wondai  
Airfield from Thursday 27 until 

Sunday 30 September 2007. Launching will 
be carried out by aerotow and the reverse 
pulley system. On-field camping will be 
available, and catering will be arranged as 
required, the proceeds again going to the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service.

While we share the same love of gliding 
we will not be in conflict with the Cross-
country Week and State Gliding Champi-
onships being hosted by Darling Downs 
Soaring Club as we are operating our unique 
range of gliders. However, we will be setting 
suitable tasks for those who wish to achieve 
personal goals in vintage gliders. 

Attendees are welcome for one to four 
days, so come and join in the camaraderie 
we enjoyed at our June Regatta.

Advice of potential attendance would be 
appreciated – ph/fax 07 5486 7247 or email 
<rcgeake@tpg.com.au> – but come anyway! 
Further fly-ins are planned for December/
January and March/April. 

VINTAGE GLIDING QUEENSLAND 

QUARTERLY FLYIN

Ron Geake

The Annual Vintage Rally will 
again be held with the very kind 
assistance of the Bordertown 
Keith Gliding Club. The dates are 

5 to 13 January 2008. As in the past, flying 
is available in the week leading up to the 
event and hopefully the weather will be a lit-
tle kinder to us this time. I can’t tell you how 
frustrating it is to sit under a wonderful sky 
and have the wind coming at 90 degrees to 
the strip, making launching impossible.

The team at Bordertown have been very 
busy making some worthwhile improve-
ments. The camping area has been extended 
and new power points added. The clubhouse 
continues to be upgraded with aircondition-
ing in the kitchen, and with any luck the 
showers will be upgraded.

The gravel strip has been resurfaced, and 
after landing GDO on it a couple of weeks 
ago, I can tell you it is very smooth. Already 
there have been attendance confirmations for 
approximately 15 aircraft and with the nor-
mal latecomers we can expect about 25 visit-
ing gliders. If you require any information 
please contact me on 03 9438 3510 (h).

BORDERTOWN 

UPDATE

 LAKE 
KEEPIT

TAMWORTH NSW
Visit Lake Keepit Soaring Club  

for some of the best  
cross-country gliding in NSW

[www.keepitsoaring.com] 

Email: <manager@keepitsoaring.com>

Ph: (02) 6769 7514 
Fax: (02) 6769 7640

★ Club rates for all GFA pilots

★  Good glider availability

★  Winch and aerotow courses

★  Free flying after 4 hours

★  Mid-week operations

★  Airconditioned cabins,  
bunkhouse, camping
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un and Fun is an airshow with a difference, 
not only are there three distinct parts of 
the airshow (GA, Light Sport Aircraft and 
Helicopters), but at this airshow flying from 
the flight line is the norm and pilots are 
actually encouraged to fly their aircraft dur-
ing set hours every day. The flight lines were 
my favourite places during the show as you 
could get in the air and actually fly!

It is interesting to know that many LSA  
aircraft (trikes included) have not only been 
LSA approved, but also night-rated for both  
VFR and basic IFR. The avionics and glass  
cockpits in some of these aircraft are amazing.

LSA  AIRCR AFT
I got to fly in quite a number of aircraft in 
the new light sport aircraft category (LSA), 
including some of my favourites:

Luscome Silvare (no flight of this one!)

The primary bodies dealing with LSA  
in the USA are USUA (for pilot LSA licenc-
es LSA ultralight aircraft) and EAA which 
deals with Experimental Category aircraft.  
It was amazing to see how many people 
were interested in or becoming LSA certi-
fied pilots to lower the cost of flying and fly 
more modern aircraft. Aircraft around the 
US$80 000 to US$120 000 mark seemed 
the most popular in the three-axis market. 
There was a lot of people selling their GA 
and purchasing Sports Category aircraft to 
reduce running costs, particularly now the 
cost of fuel has gone up.

My favourites in the under US$100 000 
LSA category was the A22 for stability and 
training, A20 for performance, Luscome Sil-
vaire for looks and retrospective aviation. 

At over 155kt top speed this ultralight would be 
a great commuter – if only I could remember its 
name… that’s it: The Titan Tornado! (It wasn’t up  
on the flight line despite being flown in and out  
by an airline pilot with 30 hours on type.)

TRI KES ,  MICROL IG H T S 
AND A MPHIBIA NS
I currently fly an Aussie made Airborne  
XT trike out of Murwillumbah and since  
I really enjoy trike flying, I tried out the  
following third generation trikes:

 Airborne XT 912 (with the new disc 
brakes) – Australian 
Airborne Classic 582 – Australian
Air Creation Tanarg 912S – French
Pegasus Quik 912S – English
Apollo Delta Jet 912S – USA/Ukraine
Okay, maybe I went a little overboard, 

but they were all fun. I just have difficulty 
deciding between the XT, Quik, Tanarg and 
the Delta Jet. I really think in the end it 
comes down to personal preference, but they 
were all good in their own unique ways.

Once you get to the speeds of the Quik, 
Tanarg and Delta Jet, it is like flying a  
Cessna 172 without a windscreen (that’s 
with wearing a helmet). All three fly over 
100kt and use the Rotax 912ULS four-
stroke 100hp engine.

Apollo Delta Jet 

•

•
•
•
•

‘Sun and Fun’  
Florida, Lakelands Airport
[www.sun-n-fun.org]

Brook Papworth 

AS A NEW MEMBER OF THE MURWILLUMBAH AERO CLUB IN NSW, I ATTENDED  

‘SUN AND FUN’ FROM 17 TO 23 APRIL AT LAKELAND AIRPORT IN FLORIDA, USA,  

AND SUBSEQUENTLY GOT TO FLY SEVERAL OTHER AIRCRAFT AROUND FLORIDA.

S

FPNA/Aeroprakt A22 Valor (known as the Foxbat in Australia)

FPNA/Aeroprakt A20 Vista

Brook Papworth
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A final note on two-stroke microlights: 
They have more time in the air in the event 
of engine failure due to their weight. 

Flying a two-stroke trike is like riding 
a small motorcycle, really nimble and easy 
to throw around, however, in strong winds 
a heavier aircraft is more comfortable and 
less prone to being ‘moved suddenly by the 
wind’. Hence I believe having the bigger 
engine, not to mention the reliability, makes 
the four-strokes worthwhile, provided they 
remain economical. The same goes for three-
axis as well.

The avionics in the Apollo Delta Jet 
and H12 wing were certainly impressive (as 
was the sheer brute performance) with their 
night flight rating, separate avionics buses, 
integrated GPS and glass cockpit… How-
ever, the back seat was a little uncomfortable 
if you are a passenger and this is definitely  
a performance trike rather than a cross-coun-
try trike. It even has three disc brakes and a 
built in BRS parachute hatch! That’s not to 
mention the built in landing lights or nav 
lights on the rear spats!

An excellent value US assembled trike, 
give it one more wing revision and for the 
price it is a serious contender in the trike 
market, particulary in the US and for those 
chasing the performance and value ends of 
the market.

Air Creation Tanarg 

The French Air Creation Tarnarg trike  
(with its new IXUS wing) was indeed nice  
and well engineered. However, at US$85 000 
it’s in a whole new market – but what a ride! 
Between the speed of the wing and superb 
cross-country handling my hat goes off to its 
creators. It was a little heavy – I think if Air 
Creation could also produce a lighter, cheap-
er version of the same trike with a lower 
price tag, it would be to their advantage.

NASA purchased several Air Creation 
IXUS wings because they were impressed 
with its performance and purchased them 
both for research and for their projects 
involving recovery of aircraft and probes.

Both the Air Creation Tanarg and the 
Pegasus Quik trikes had mainly analogue 
instrument displays, whereas the Airborne 
XT (Skydat) and Apollo Delta Jet (Strato-

master Enigma) had considerable glass  
in their cockpits, more so the Delta Jet.

Airborne XT 

What can I say – the most popular trike 
in the world (and the one I fly myself…),  
an Aussie all-round trike with CASA prima-
ry category certification and the best value  
for money cross-country trike.

Airborne trikes have that distinctive 
look of simplicity, carrying less unnecessary 
weight and fairing. I currently fly an Air-
borne XT 912 – they are a very nice trike 
to take people places with. The only things 
I would like to see added are disc brakes 
(which in this prototype had just been added 
as standard), avionics options and night rat-
ing. Also using the Rotax 912UL 80hp saves 
fuel and reduces weight compared to the 
912ULS. 

Both the Airborne XT and the Air Crea-
tion Tanarg would have to be the best cross-
country passenger comfort trikes, however, 
the latter is US$35 000 more expensive…

So far Airborne is famous for its three 
trike wings, the slower ‘Wizard’ wing, used 
for flying the dunes or aerotowing, the new 
‘Cruze’ wing, known as a good hybrid of 
cross-country and flight performance and 
the super high performance ‘Streak’ wing 
(the latest is the Streak IIIB wing). 

Pegasus Quik

The Pegasus Quik is a refined trike 
that offers fantastic handling, simplicity of 
instrumentation and good support from the 
manufacturer. I did enjoy my flight in the 
Pegasus Quik and found the handling to be 
exceptional, very similar to the Tanarg. The 
only real concern I had for the Quik was the 
lack of an additional back-up strap in case  
of a hang bolt failure.

In terms of price for established trikes 
in the current market, I think it would cur-
rently come down to a choice between the 
Airborne XT and the Pegasus Quik, based 
on track record and cost. Particularly in the 
Australian and UK markets. 

Amphibious Airborne Outback

There were also a number of seaplanes 
and floatplanes that came in for the ‘splash-
down’ which was part of Sun and Fun. 

I got to try the latest in amphibious 
floats for trikes, the FPNA Waterborne 
Floats, which have built in hydraulic landing 
gear, making them the world’s best in float 
fully-pneumatically retractable wheels. Pick 
your landing surface!

As you’re probably aware, Florida has a 
lot of freshwater lakes. Trikes, or any aircraft, 
are not well-suited to saltwater environment 
– regardless of their construction.

The Seabee

The most amusing sea aircraft I have 
ever seen would have to be the ‘Seabee’ – an 
amphibious aircraft from the 1940s that’s 
best described as a floating VW Combi van. 
I almost expected a ceiling mounted mirror 

H G F A



24 Soaring Australia September 2007

H G F A

ball to be fitted and a pilot with an Afro  
to get out.

Apparently these aircraft cruise at around 
60kt and take a lot of power to get airborne. 
The management of Sun and Fun ignored 
my suggestion to have some aerobatic forma-
tion flying of the Seabees next year.

It is almost as if the US Bill of Rights 
includes the right for US citizens to own 
multiple aircraft and despite their cultural 
differences, the US is certainly a Mecca for 
aviators worldwide, where flying is accepted 
as the norm rather than the exception.

It was also interesting to see the next 
generation of gyrocopters sold as ‘gyroplanes’ 
– much more stable than the old gyrocopters.

I was able to fly the FPNA A24 – a sea-
plane with a boat hull. Given the size of the 
aircraft, it handled considerably well in the 
air, as well as at take-off and landing.

AIRSHOW S
There were some awesome displays of the 
Mustang P51s (the best formation flying I 
have ever seen), as well as the stealth bomb-
er and several fighter planes doing their 
best to burn holes in the sky. The Friday 
night airshow was particularly spectacular, 

contrasting the black skies with well illumi-
nated aircraft.

FRACTIONAL  OWNERSHIP
I attended a very interesting meeting on 
fractional ownership which discussed simi- 
lar arrangements for LSA in Australia, 
whereby the aircraft is insured, pilots are 
type rated or certified with a five-hour 
flight and initial ‘fractional’ purchasing and 
ongoing maintenance is all provided under 
a single program involving about 10 share-
holders. Each share is allocated 50 flying 
hours per year (you simply buy more shares 
if you want more hours) and allocation of 
flight time is done via a website [http://
myfbo.com/myfbo/].

Another interesting point of difference 
for those of you not familiar with US avia-
tion: Most small to medium airports and air-
parks are managed by Flight Based Operator 
or FBO. This is simply a private organisation 
which administers fairly the operations of 
the airport, refuelling, hangarage, etc. I think 
this arrangement is mainly due to the large 
amount of air traffic within the US.

I was also able to get a quick look at 
Warren Buffett’s net jet operation in Omaha, 
which is a very well administered corporate 
fractional ownership program for private jets.  
Given the constraints of dealing with home-
land security and the number of airports 
in the US, having access to a private jet for 
business can be very useful.

SEBRING AIRPORT, FLORIDA
After Sun and Fun I flew back to Sebring 
Airport from Lakelands with Shawn Okun, 
the owner of ‘Float Planes and Amphibs’.

Located in central regional Florida, 
Sebring Regional Airport is the home of the 
famous Leza Aircam (a stable twin-engine 
photography aircraft used by filmmakers for 
Imax especially). It is also home to ‘Float 
Planes and Amphibs’ (FPNA) and ‘Lock-
wood Aviation’, and has a great café which is 
open every day except Mondays.

It won regional airport of the year about 
the same time I was here for AOPA a couple 
of years ago, and also has a full ILS facility 

and a PAPI (Precision Approach Path Indi-
cator) which is more accurate than a VASI 
(Visual Approach Slope Indicator) for those 
fun approaches both day and night. 

Flying trikes 
at Sebring 
(Airborne 
Classic with 
Cruze wing)

SEBASTIAN AIRPORT, 
FLORIDA   THE FLYING OF 
POWERED PARACHUTES
Dick Marshall is the only powered para-
chute CFI in the state of Florida. I had 
noticed the sport was quite popular after 
meeting several powered ’chute pilots at  
Sun and Fun, so I decided to take Dick up 
on his offer of going for a fly one morning.

Dick and myself after a full ’chute unpack and Dick 
inspecting the aircraft prior to unpacking the ’chute
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Up until now I had heard all sorts of 
rumours, such as ‘it’s slow’, ‘don’t forget to 
take a remote control’ and heard questions 
like, “What if your ’chute collapses?”

I found the flight anything but slow. It 
was in fact the best fun, low flying I had ever 
experienced, and talk about ease of flights 
and learning – the powered ’chute certainly 
was easy to control!

Above: Bill Rodgers (a friend of Dick Marshall’s 
and powered ’chute owner) on climb out from above
Below: Our view crossing over from the airport  
to the National Park

As far as a possible collapse of the ’chute 
goes, due to the weight of the assembly 
hanging below the ’chute, it will reopen 
completely within 50ft. You can learn to  
fly one of these solo in just several hours  
or, if you are an experienced pilot, in less.

The benefits of the ’chute were really 
proven when at just over 100ft we experi-
enced a total engine out in a National Park 
and had to land into a barbed wire fence  
we were just not able to clear. 

We uprooted four fence posts, and 
totally destroyed the barbed wire fence; with 
minimal damage to the powered ’chute (only 
the front roll cage forks were scratched). 

Since I was flying at the time the engine 
failed, I instinctively asked Dick if he’d 
turned the mags off, to which he answered, 
“No”, and I remember saying, “Hey Dick, 
there’s a barbed wire fence in front of us.”

It was then that Dick wrested the con-
trols from me and decided to take out the 
fence in its entirety rather than risk being 
toppled by the top wires. The truth was that 
even at minimum rate of descent we were 
going to hit the fence, which was probably 
not helped by me flaring the ’chute instinc-
tively following the engine out.

AIRCRAFT  RECOVERY
After marking the craft’s location in the 
GPS, Dick and I went for a long walk in 
Florida’s National Parks, content to be alone 
with the alligators, wild boar and other 
friendly wildlife. 

It was another powered ’chute pilot we 
were flying with earlier in the day (and one 
of Dick’s former students), Bill Rodgers, 
and his lovely partner, Danielle, who came 
to find us after hearing from Dick on the 
phone – thank goodness we had coverage.
They then towed Dick and the powered 
’chute out of the field after some essential 
assistance from the GPS. (I don’t think we 
could have found the ’chute easily without 
having marked it in the GPS).

They are much more fun in the air!
Towing the powered parachute

H G F A

Flying over the National Park, chasing deer and having fun
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ANATOMY OF  A  COMPLETE 
ENGINE FAILURE
The engine damage showed once we got 
the engine back at the FPNA Rotax Service 
facility at Sebring Airport. The engine had 
been properly maintained with only 190 
hours on it.

As you can see 
from the photos, 
the engine damage 
was considerable, 
involving failed 
bearings and a 
completely seized 
engine. Even the 
cylinder head was 
chewed out and 
although this is 
certainly not nor-
mal, it happened.

FPNA and Rotax are working to investi-
gate the issue more fully.

I must get a powered parachute one day 
as they are so much fun – the best flying I 
have ever experienced in terms of fun and 
low-level flying. However, let me give you 
some potentially lifesaving advice in the fol-
lowing tip sheet.

Pilot’s note for all aircraft, including 
powered parachutes: 

 Weather and wind conditions must  
be good to fly a powered parachute
 Powered ’chutes are not an ideal cross-
country vehicle, however, under the right 
conditions they can be used as such.

•

•

 I am skeptical about the reliability of 
two-stroke engines in any aircraft since the 
one we were flying totally seized and after 
discussing the issue with qualified Rotax 
staff. If you have a two-stroke engine, make 
additional allowances for it or move to a 
four-stroke.
 Avoid the instinctive reaction that occurs 
during an engine failure in a powered 
parachute – both legs extending cause the 
parachute to flare, which slows the ’chute, 
but can also stall it close to the ground if 
the flare is prolonged.
 If purchasing a powered parachute, ensure 
it has a roll cage with front forks, as it is 
due to these forks that Dick and I escaped 
with only minor scratches to both ourselves 
and the powered ’chute. Had we not had 
the protection of this roll cage and in 
particular the front forks, the injuries sus-
tained would have been severe and quite 
possibly fatal as the barbed wire impacted 
the aircraft at neck height. However, all 
wire was cut by a combination of the front 
forks and the brackets that join the top 
cross member to the front fork. This was a 
considerable saving mechanism that could 
have prevented our deaths or at very least 
serious injury!
 Always, always, always allow for a mid-air 
engine failure. Although we learned this as 
pilots, it is easy to take the fact for granted 
that an engine can and quite probably will 
fail during our lifetime as a pilot. When 
this happens, our altitude and reaction  
will determine the outcome which could 
range from an ordinary landing to a com-
plete wreckage.
 Always allow (I mean ‘really allow’)  
sufficient altitude when you are flying over 
powerlines, fences, trees, water and any 
other place where you may not be able  
to set down with ease. Practice engine  
outs or at the very least power off landings.  
In our situation of a complete engine fail-
ure after being unable to restart, came a 
sense of peace and a gentle glide slope to the 
ground. Had this been a heavier aircraft, 
the situation may have been very different.
 For pilots in Australia I would suggest 
using Telstra CDMA or Next G for cover-
age, due to the expanded range – this could 
save your life in the event your ELS fails  
or is not fitted.
 Use a GPS to mark the position of your 
craft, both in flight if possible and on the 
ground, as well as any entry to paddocks, 
etc, that you need to find again.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

NASA C APE  KE NNE DY 
SPA CE  ADMINIS TRATION 
CENTRE ,  F LORIDA
Then it was off to the NASA ATX Astro-
naut training experience. I would recom-
mend this program for anyone seriously 
considering a career at NASA, it certainly 
gives you a feel for life as an astronaut.

NASA shuttle simulator

This training does include some realistic 
simulations, such as the 1/6 gravity simula-
tion (moon gravity), the multi-axis trainer 
that simulate an out-of-control situation in 
space. It also includes a position on board 
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Multi-axis trainer

The 1/6th gravity simulation
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the space shuttle (in my case I was lucky 
enough to get picked out of the hat as the 
pilot for the space shuttle which was the 
most popular role judging by the array  
of hands that went up for this position)  
or in mission control.

Programming the shuttle’s pilot com-
puter system, and in our case dealing with 
mid-air fuel cell failures, and on board fire, 
were just some of the interesting things that 
occurred on our mission.

Mission control simulator at Cape Kennedy

On the flight deck of the space shuttle simulator 
after having completed our mission successfully

It is interesting to note that there is 
a separate ground and air control centre. 
Up until the time the spacecraft becomes 
airborne, NASA in Cape Kennedy, Florida, 
controls and communicates with the space-
ship. Once the spaceship has lifted off,  
control and communication transfers across 
to NASA in Houston, Texas.

LUNCH WITH  
AN ASTRONAUT
As part of the ATX program I was able 
to have lunch with an astronaut, the now 
retired Colonel William R Pogue. 

Colonel Pogue flew for the USAF  
Thunderbirds and was a test pilot for both 
the US and the British Air Force before his 
selection as an astronaut in 1966. He served 
in the support crew of the Apollo 7, Apollo 
11 and Apollo 14 missions, and was the 
pilot for Skylab 4 and for the final Skylab 
mission. Until recently, he held the US 
record for the longest period spent living  
in space: 84 days. 

Colonel Pogue is currently writing a 
book called How do you go to the bathroom  
in space (Foreword by John Glenn) – which  
is quite entertaining and insightful into the 
life of an astronaut. Things such as being 
selected as an astronaut and the subsequent 
havoc this causes for personal relationships  
of astronauts are the biggest challenges 
according to Col. Pogue. Divorce rates are 
high among astronauts.

Ionising radiation sickness is another 
issue for astronauts who receive about the 
equivalent of eight chest X-rays per day. This 
can cause cancer and cataracts in later years.

During a rocket launch the area immedi-
ately surrounding the launch pad is vacated 
for a three-mile radius. Airspace radius in 
this area extends from between 30 to 40 
miles to surface, and affects several major 
airports, including Orlando International. 
This airspace can be increased in its radius 
considerably during a launch.

CONCLUSION
Well that was it folks, I have returned home 
utterly ready to go flying again!

Thanks for reading my experiences at 
Sun and Fun. I hope you enjoyed them and 
found some bits of information useful.

You can contact me at <brook@trans-
comtechnology.com.au> if you would like  
to provide any welcome feedback and my 
‘you tube’ username is <brookpap>.
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Colonel William Pogue and myself

Ultralight Aeroplanes 
• all-metal construction/building 

• secondhand ROTAX 912 & 914 engines

www.aero-service.com

NASA briefing room 

Launch pad number one, and off-limits area of NASA 
to all but NASA astronauts, service staff and ATX 
training members
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INTRODUCTION BY TEAM 

CAPTAIN, GFA PRESIDENT 

DARYL CONNELL

    he Pre-World Gliding Championships for 
the Open, 18m and 15m Classes were held 
at Lüsse, Germany in July. The German 
 National Open and 15m Class Champion-
ships were also held in conjunction, result-
ing in a total of 100 gliders.

Australia sent a team of five, including 
Graham Parker and David Jansen who flew 
their brand new ASG-29E’s in 18m Class, 
with very respectable results being achieved. 
Given the somewhat flukey weather in 
northern Europe this season, the organisers 
were relieved to achieve nine contest days in 
Open Class (eight days for the rest) for more 
than a quarter of a million contest kilome-
tres. The whole event was a great spectacle 
and attracted many spectators, particularly 
on weekends, and also was attended daily  
by a very supportive media team.

One can only speculate on what the 
World comps at this site next year will 
present in terms of spectacle and drama.

Lüsse airfield is set in flat rural country-
side about 100km from Berlin. It is a grassed 
field about three kilometres by 0.5km, 
equipped with excellent clubhouse, restau-
rant, administration facilities and extensive 
hangarage.

The airfield was constructed ‘manually’ 
by locals under the direction of the Russian 
army of occupation shortly after World War 
II, and subsequently used as a reserve field 
by the Russian Air Force. We understand  
the field and facilities are now owned by  
two Berlin based gliding clubs.

The competition was very well organised 
and safely conducted, with no incidents and 
with good airmanship throughout. Many 
of the gliders were using FLARM devices. 
Approximately half the fleet were self-
launching, which was fortunate, as the tug 
fleet struggled with serviceability.

A number of overseas pilots who are 
well-known as visitors and competitors in 
Australia were entered, including:

 Mak Ichikawa who finished second overall 
in 18m Class
 Hans-Werner Grosse (aged 84), flying  
a 31m span Eta in Open Class
 Benny Orrsater, flying a Ventus  
in 18m Class
Wolli Beyer in 15m Class
Michael Sommer who won Open Class
A feature of the competition period for 

our team was the friendliness of competitors, 
officials and other locals, many of whom 
asked to be remembered to Australian pilot 
friends and who spoke fondly of their flying 
experiences in Australia.

FRIDAY  13  JULY 
Daryl
Another day’s flying lost due to weather, just 
miserably cold and wet. However, there are 
signs of improvement and maybe we can fly 
tomorrow. Certainly the locals think so.

The really good news is that Graham 
and Mark have arrived. Graham’s beautiful 
new ASG-29e had its test flight Thursday 
morning and they delivered it to Lüsse that 
evening. David hopes his will be delivered 
today or tomorrow.

Large numbers of gliders arrived today 
and it is really exciting to see many mag-
nificent new types and meet famous pilots. 
Today those I met included Hans Werner 
Grosse and Uli Schwenk among others. 
David has handed over to Lesley and I, and 
the plan is to put much more into it from 
today on.

David
Still not much of a day this morning with 
overcast and intermittent light rain. Lesley 
and I spent some time admiring Graham’s 
new ASG-29 before heading to Berlin to 
visit the Deutsches Technikmuseum which 
houses a wide range of exhibits from  
sewing machines to Messerschmitt aircraft!  
My ASG is due for delivery tomorrow 
before 10am.

•

•

•

•
•

SATURDAY  14  JULY 
Daryl
A much brighter mood this morning. Near-
ly clear skies, warm crisp air and a promis-
ing forecast. Graham had his first ride in 
the new beauty late yesterday, and David’s 
glider is due this morning we are promised. 
Today is the last practice day, with opening 
ceremony and initial briefing this evening. 
Looks like a good day.

Organisers are still planning on 100 
entrants, and the field is a hive of activity 
this morning. There are some incredible 
gliders here including a couple of Eta and 
EB 28s. Also, an Antares launched yesterday. 
This is the one with the electric engine. Its 
launch was typical except for the sound, only 
the propeller being heard.

Graham
Finally, after a week of grey, wet skies and 
the fun and games of collecting a new 
glider, we get to do some flying. Mark and 
I spent a few days in the south, sightsee-
ing and waiting for the paint to dry on the 
ASG-29 and eventually seeing it have its test 
flight on Thursday. Then up to Lüsse, arriv-
ing Thursday night. Friday was taken up 
with fiddling with the instruments, compe-
tition registration, scrutineering and waiting 
for the rain to stop, finally getting into the 
glider for the first time at 1800 for an hour 
and a half of soaring in weakening evening 
thermals. Beautiful.

Today was official practice day. For the 
first time since we arrived the skies were blue 

T
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Lilienthal Glide Diary: Australian 
Gliding Team at the 2007 Pre-Worlds 
 LÜSSE, GERMANY
From team webpage reports by team captain Daryl Connell, pilots David Jansen and Graham Parker,  
and crew Lesley Scott and Mark Morgan [www.users.on.net/~dgjansen].

The team
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when we woke up. Task was an AAT to the 
south-east. Promising sky when I set off, but 
then the cirrus moved in, the cu died and 
I had to slog the last 100km back to Lüsse 
into a 20kt wind, only occasionally getting 
to 4000ft. Hard work, but this glider does 
appear to be a real weapon.

David’s glider arrived today and he was 
having a bit of an argument with his instru-
ments until late in the evening, but the 
problems seemed to be resolving okay. First 
contest day tomorrow!

S UNDAY 1 5  JU LY 
David
The new ASG-29e arrived at 11am yesterday 
with no engine (which I knew about) and a 
completely new NT vario system. Initially 
I had to remove some instrumentation that 
was not supposed to be installed, and then 
I had to upload the airspace, waypoints file 
(which was corrupted) and the map data, 
before finally getting airborne on the last 
practice day around 3:30pm. The learn-
ing curve is very steep at the moment, and 
without reference to the instrument manu-
als, it was a case of playing with everything 
for a couple of hours to try and set it up, 
and get an idea of the way things work.  
I managed to turn on an option for a com-
pass (that was not fitted) and this crashed 
the NT vario software on landing.

Having worked through until 10pm 
with little power in the batteries (I think 
they were not fully charged leaving the fac-
tory) everything is running again. The first 
comp day will be the first day loading and 
running a task – this should keep life very 
interesting. At least the sun is shining and 
the temperature is up in the 30s, for the next 
two days, anyway.

It was up at 5:30am this morning to 
continue cockpit preparation on the glider. 
Most systems seem to be working well with 
the exception of the NT vario which crashed 
again just before take-off. There were a 
number of problems with tasks not being 
stored and then the logger died briefly. This 
disables the whole system, so more hurried 
calls to Italy. Removing the canopy allows 
access to the logger and cables, so a removal 
and replacement of the LAN cable seemed 
to get things moving again.

The day was warm and blue, and once 
Graham and I arranged ourselves after 
launch we headed off together. Our com-
bined flight paths were probably less direct 
than if we had been flying alone. However, 
we were eventually separated near the first 
turn, after flying through different air  
had made the gap too big in the thermal.  
Graham picked up the pace and is provision-

ally placed second for the day, with me  
in third. A great result considering the teeth-
ing problems…

MONDAY 16  JULY 
Daryl
A great start with Graham second and 
David third. After the recent dramas this is 
a fantastic boost to our spirits. Today will be 
37ºC and the thermals are predicted to chal-
lenge the airspace cap of 9500ft (Germany) 
and 8500ft (Poland). Maximum thermal 
strength is two to three metres per second. 
Operations yesterday with 100 gliders went 
okay, although as it turned out, approxi-
mately half the fleet finished in 10 to 15 
minutes, all making direct landings. There 
is plenty of room on this field, but as usual 
most gliders did not use the available space, 
and getting down was quite hairy at times.

David
Things were looking up today with a rea-
sonable forecast and the NT vario system 
seemed to be behaving itself. Graham and  
I are still working on our team skills, refin-
ing the join up after launch and discussing 
various ways to try and keep us together 
around the task.

After an uneventful start we headed off 
on the first leg of a near 400km task. Twenty 
minutes into the flight, the radio was getting 
noisy as the battery began to get low (I’m 
wondering if the solar panels are working). 
I switched to the second battery, and the 
momentary interruption to the power caused 
the NT display (vario/map/airspace) to 
switch off, and there seemed to be no way to 
resurrect the failed screen. Fortunately I have 
a CAI display and a backup vario, so at least 
I could navigate to the 500m circle and I 
relied on Graham to keep us out of airspace.

Back on the ground, the instrument 
fired up okay and fortunately the logger 
function produced a valid trace for the day. 
It certainly doesn’t help the stress levels with 
all the instrument nonsense, and to add fuel 
to the fire the two-day old dolly wheel went 
flat as well! Overall we were a little slower 

today, with Rick Walters from the USA win-
ning two in a row. Both Graham and I were 
miffed by another German pilot who latched 
on early in the piece and refused to do any-
thing other than follow us around all day…

TUESDAY  17  JULY 
David
Three-hour AAT reduced to 2.5 hours after 
launch and then cancelled shortly after the 
gate opened – a wise decision even though 
some pilots stayed airborne and flew the 
task. This gave me some breathing space to 
make further investigation into the state of 
the glider and discover that the solar panels, 
while producing power, were not delivering 
it to the batteries. Both Graham’s and my 
gliders have the same problem, so the fac-
tory is delivering parts tomorrow as well  
as a spare inner tube for my dolly wheel.

After landing I discovered water drip-
ping from the transponder aerial below the 
fuselage, so it was into the engine bay access 
covers to discover that the area below where 
the engine should be was full of water. The 
antenna has been installed through the drain 
hole for the area, and we suspect leakage 
from some section of the wing has filled up 
inside the wing taping and collected in the 
area. I spent some time fine-tuning the radio 
setting, drying out the water in the fuselage, 
and on the phone to the NT boys in Italy. 
Finally things are starting to come together 
with the glider so I’m hoping for a trouble 
free run for the rest of the competition.

Graham
Two contest days gone; David and I are 
doing reasonably well. Day 1 was a mod-
erately tricky 4000 to 5000ft mainly blue 
day, not very strong. We were trying to keep 
together as much as possible, but got sepa-
rated about halfway around, with David 
about 2000ft higher, so we had to do our 
own thing for a bit. I got a good climb near 
the second turn, which put me ahead of 
most, and finished a few seconds in front  
of David. We were second and third for  
the day. A pretty good start.

Day 2 was hotter. It felt much like an 
Aussie day on the ground with temperatures 
in the mid-30s. Task was 375km. It was 
never quite as good as it looked, but still 
okay, with four to five-knot thermals occa-
sionally going to 8000ft, with occasional 
cu. David’s airspace map packed up halfway 
around, so he had to follow a bit to avoid 
airspace infringements (easy to infringe 
around here) – 124km/h, good enough for 
seventh and ninth on the day, but still close 
to the leaders. Overall after two days I am 
running second with David fourth.

G F A

David Jansen just prior to his first flight 
in the new ASG-29E
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Thunderstorms last night, wind and a bit 
cooler this morning. Waiting to see what the 
task is for today…

WEDNESD AY 18  JULY 
David
Trouble free run… I wish! Today the map 
display refused to zoom so airspace could  
be closely monitored, and I missed the edge 
of what could have been active airspace  
by less than 100m. Also, other issues with  
orientation due to lack of information on 
the screen; however, all that said, Graham 
and I are working well together and we had 
a reasonable day.

We are still working on our cooperative 
techniques, and this helped us stay close 
together throughout the AAT. Some good 
patches, some quiet ones. However, provision- 
ally fifth and sixth for the day with an orches- 
trated finish, with me a few seconds in front  
as we try and bring our total scores closer 
together in order to avoid rivalry and encour- 
age communication and sharing. The tail dolly  
is finally fixed, however, we are still waiting 
for our control boxes for the solar panels.

THURSD AY  19  JULY 
Graham
Day 3. Big band of cloud over the airfield 
and eastern half of the task area yesterday 
morning, so an AAT was set to the north-
west. Launch was delayed until 1pm, wait-
ing for the sky to clear. Plenty of cu out 
on task, but things never seem as good as 
they look around here. David and I worked 
together pretty well today, doing about 
375km at 109km/h and ending fifth and 
sixth for the day, respectively. Considering 
the difficulties of practicing team flying in 
Australia, we are both pretty happy with the 
progress we are making with this.

FRID AY  2 0  JULY 
Daryl
David and Graham continue to fly very 
well, and are rewarded with their results. 
Graham is overall second and David fourth 
(full results on [wgc2008.org]). Both 
pilots are putting considerable effort into 

cooperative flying, and are fine tuning the 
techniques. The Lüsse layout facilitates 
straight-in landings, and the vast majority 
of gliders do that. The finish line is per-
pendicular to the club rooms and seating 
so that spectacular finishes are common. 
Yesterday we were rewarded with the sight 
of our heroes crossing the line together at 
about 2.5m agl. Spectacular!

David
It may be time to touch on the way tasking 
is organised at international events with a 
view to incorporating some of the proce-
dures into Australian competition. As in 
Australia we are using multiple startpoints. 
From a list of seven or eight, the organisers 
choose one for each class and then use a 
20km perpendicular line to the first leg. The 
line is height and speed limited, typically to 
160km/h (around 80kt) and below the level 
of convection. The gate opens 15 minutes 
after last launch and closes one hour later. 
The turnpoints for a speed task are a ‘This-
tle’ with a 0.5km radius and a 10km FAI 
sector (also know as the German National 
Turnpoint). Finish line is one kilometre 
across the middle of the airfield (mainly for 
the spectacle this provides to the audience  
at the end of the day).

Launch order is rotated daily, and gliders 
are allocated a mandatory line in the class 
that moves forward each day. Initially I had 
reservations about the start line concept, 
however, both Graham and I now see some 
significant advantages to using this system. 
Graham’s views are more safety related whilst 
I see more of the fairness the line achieves. 
The massive advantage Graham and I would 
have achieved by starting from the top of the 
shear wave we encountered was negated, and 
overall the day is decided on pilot perform-
ance rather than launch order, which can 
sometimes give pilots a significant advantage.

Graham
Yesterday was… well, even the locals 
thought it was tricky. Forecast was for 
booming conditions under cu, and straight 
off launch into six knots to 5000ft, this 
seemed possible. David and I then managed 
to get into thermal shear wave, which was 
useful in that it enabled us to start at our 
maximum allowed start height of 1800m. 
From there the task area was obviously in 
a completely different air mass. There was 
hardly a cumulus to be seen in the sky, and 
we spent nearly the entire three hours of the 
task working broken, skinny little thermals 
below 4000ft. On the way home, thick cir-
rus blanketed the area in front of us, but we 
were lucky enough to creep up to final glide 

(45:1 required, thank goodness for those 
nice new wings!) and tiptoe home.

Average thermal strength for the day 
2.5kt, speed 92.5km/h – not what we are 
typically used to in Australia, but very satis-
fying all the same. We were third and fourth 
for the day, still in touch.

SATURDAY  21  JULY 
David
After yesterday’s cancellation at 3pm, 
today’s task of 333km with a reasonable 
forecast looked like it would be a cake walk. 
Unfortunately, Graham and I were sepa-
rated near the first turnpoint and then con-
ditions deteriorated rapidly, with thermals 
shutting down as thick cirrus covered the 
task area. After some gear changing we both 
managed to come home, only not quite as 
well as we would have liked. In hindsight, 
had we known about the impending weath-
er change, we would have left earlier and 
had a better run on task. We will incorpo-
rate a weather update into our daily routine 
from here on. It will be Graham’s turn to 
win until our scores are more even.

Lesley
Yesterday, the comp fleet assembled on 
the airfield at 12:30pm, but after several 
re-assessments of the weather at half-hour 
intervals, the day was cancelled around 
3pm! Today started out with the weather 
looking very fair and quite promising over 
the airfield, however, again it turned out to 
be somewhat tricky a little later in the day 
out on task. We, the earth-bound Aussies 
were willing ‘the boys’ height and speed 
to get home on a day that finished earlier 
than they’d predicted. Luckily, Graham 
and David were not among the gliders in 
paddocks today, though I think they were 
at times a little low for comfort. By 4:30pm 
the sky was darkening and threatening to 
rain. Again, it was prudent to de-rig the 
gliders given the forecast, so after a quick 
polish, it was back into the boxes.

This evening the competition hosts 
organised a so-called ‘Hump-day’ party, to 
celebrate the mid-point of the competi-
tion. There was much scurrying around in 
the early afternoon to prepare tables and 
décor, etc, in the briefing room, where the 
Bergfest was to be held. The sample buffet 
menu looked very sumptuous, and all for 
€12 per head. (I must say the organisation 
of this event has been in general very well 
anticipated and managed in all aspects.) The 
party was very well attended and we had to 
sit ‘al fresco’ to eat our buffet dinner until we 
were eventually hastened indoors by a heavy 

A general view of the Lusse facilities.
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shower of rain. An early night for everyone; 
sadly only 10% chance of flying tomorrow.

S UNDAY 2 2  JU LY 
Cancelled due to rain.

MONDAY  23  JU LY 
Daryl
Day 5 turned out to be flukey due to rapid 
weather changes. David came in ninth and 
Graham 15th, both with respectable scores. 
David overall is third and Graham sixth.

David
Both Graham and I struggled with difficult 
conditions today, and after dumping all 
our water we were finally separated on the 
second last leg. It wasn’t until after I landed 
that I discovered one wing was still full of 
water. No wonder Graham was out-climb-
ing me!

We are both disappointed to discover 
that we have flown straight into active air-
space almost immediately after crossing the 
start line. There is no real excuse, apart from 
the change to the B task on the grid and the 
total lack of warning from the organisation 
that the start point was on the edge of an 
active area… I guess there is some confusion 
in my mind, as the organisation specifically 
stated they would highlight active airspace 
with shading on our task sheets, and this 
area was not shaded. Roughly 50 points each 
for the day.

The new Altair system will arrive in the 
mail tomorrow, too late to fit for the remain-
der of the contest.

T UESDAY 2 4  JU LY 
Daryl
The realities of flying in Europe were 
emphatically demonstrated yesterday with 
an airspace infringement by both pilots. 
The large number of irregular complex and 
segmented restricted areas require keen vigi-
lance. Segments are activated and de-acti-
vated frequently. Yesterday a small triangle 
in space R73 was left active (R73a). The rest 
(R 73b, c, d, etc) were not active – ‘a’ was 
missed and we were caught. It is obvious 
what is to be learnt from this. Unofficial 
scores prior to the infringement penalty 
were 933 for Graham and 785 for David! 
What can one say?

Graham
Yesterday… disaster! A trap was set and 
David and I were caught like yabbies in 
a pot. The weather has turned very soft 
and we had a task of 335km in very weak 
conditions. We managed to battle our way 
around the task, mostly working two-knot 

thermals less than 3000ft above ground, 
and arrived back at the airfield with some 
sort of sense of achievement, and initial 
scores in the 900s. Then we found that in 
a jumble of restricted airspace near the first 
turnpoint, there was one area that had not 
been inactivated as we had thought, and 
we’d inadvertently snagged the edge of it, 
thus scoring an outlanding at that point. 

Despite the fact that the area wasn’t 
highlighted on the task sheet as was prom-
ised, and despite the diabolical tasksetting 
which made the area very difficult to miss, 
we just have to accept that this is a lesson to 
learn from and it is better to happen now 
than next year. Airspace is a real issue here 
and we will just have to be ultra-vigilant in 
our pre-flight preparation to avoid a repeat 
of this sort of thing. 

For the rest of the week we will focus 
on the positives. First, we have our new 
gliders and I at least am very happy with 
its performance and the instrument set-up. 
Second, we have demonstrated that we are 
on the pace and can do well at this level. 
Third, we have shown that we can cope with 
European weather conditions. There is a lot 
to look forward to for next year.

Today it looks like it might rain. Getting 
lost in Berlin may be on the agenda. 

WEDNESDAY 25  JULY
Open Class only flew task today, 15m 
launched but cancelled. Last on grid, 18m, 
cancelled at 4pm. Rapid weather cycling 
with 40km/h winds.

THURSDAY  26  JULY 
David
A task of 366km with a high point of 
6600ft around 4pm and an average climb 
rate of 3.2kt saw Graham win the day 
around 109km/h, with me a minute behind 
in second place. A typical South Australian 
kind of day with little or no cu, some haze 
and some wind. Overall we are happy with 
the outcome so far, however, another 850 to 
900 points (lost from the airspace infringe-
ment) would be nice to have at the end of 

the contest. Team performance continues  
to improve, and we are making solid 
progress towards next year’s event. Tonight 
saw a well deserved celebratory dinner as  
a group before we begin our individual 
journeys home.

Graham
The last two days have been non-flying days 
due to weather. Tuesday was called off early, 
so we went and explored Berlin for the day. 
Wednesday we sat on the grid for hours; 
Open Class was launched and eventually 
struggled away on task, 15m Class was then 
launched and were falling down faster than 
the tugs could keep up with the re-lights. 
Their class was eventually cancelled, and 
18m Class then sat on the grid until 4pm 
when we were finally told to pack up for 
the day. Still, plenty of Biergartens, etc, to 
explore. Dogs seem very welcome every-
where in Germany.

FRIDAY  27  JULY 
Graham
Back into it yesterday after two no flying 
days. A couple of the tugs have broken so 
the launch was a little slow. By the way, has 
anyone seen so many Wilgas lined up in 
one place?

We were eventually launched into a 
good looking sky, but as always appearances 
were deceiving and it took some time to 
get to the start line at height. We had been 
promised heavy cirrus cover and poor condi-
tions after 5pm, so everyone was keen to get 
started, but even so we didn’t get going until 
2:15pm, with 365km still to go. As it turned 
out, we started at exactly the right time. 
David and I had a good run down the first 
leg, working blue four to five-knot thermals 
to 5000ft. We had caught all the earlier  
starters and were towing a gaggle along with 
us. It is amazing how conservative some of 
the European pilots get in blue conditions; 
very reluctant to leave thermals, and flying 
quite slowly.

The promised murk arrived with about 
100km to go, but there were still the odd 
two to three-knot climbs to be had so it was 
no problem getting home. Finally a good 
result: 109km/h, first and second for the day. 
Today looks a bit murky; it could be all over.

Daryl
It is the last day as I set up to handle the 
computer side of things; briefing has been 
delayed, and it has just started raining. 
The weather changes so rapidly here and 
anything could happen, but it does not 
look good. Both gliders were put to bed last 
night. As Graham says, it may be all over.

Daily prize giving with Graham second and David 
third. Contest Director Herbert Maertin on the left
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A great day for us all yesterday. A well 
deserved result for Graham and David, an 
exciting finish for us on the ground after 
monitoring their last 60km or so. We could 
hear enough to know they were doing well. 
Rest assured their success has been noted  
by prospective rivals for next year.

Oh, by the way, the ASG-29s also 
deserve some credit, with both pilots very 
happy with their new mounts.

David
The final flight is done, and overall we 
would both be in the top four if not for the 
loss of points earlier in the contest. Today 
saw a three hour AAT with a solid 25kt of 

wind all over the contest area and heights 
below 5000ft for most of the day. Overall 
we are pretty happy with the development 
of our team skills; Graham’s strength in the 
blue and mine in the cu are complimentary. 
Graham is helping me to back off a little 
and I’m probably pushing him to go fur-
ther. Eventually we will find the right mix.

We are planning another week of fly-
ing in the mountains before heading home. 
Thanks to everyone back home who has 
been in touch for your support and encour-
agement. We are looking forward to getting 
back here next year!

Lesley
Finally we reached our eighth and final 
competition day for the 2007 Pre-worlds. 
We had put the 29 in its box yesterday, due 
to weather reports of a cold front and some 
rain. We were quite prepared for another 
day trip to Berlin when we woke up to grey 
skies and rain at 7:30am. We didn’t rig until 
after briefing since we thought we’d wait 
for the weather brief. Well, who would have 
thought? What a weird place this is for fast-
cycling of weather!

At the front of the grid today was 18m 
Class marshalled at 11:30am for expected 
12pm first launch. As it happened they 
waited until 12:30pm. The breeze was fairly 
brisk and the chill factor had most people 
on the field still in jackets and long-sleeves. 
Mark looked a bit miserable in his ‘Warwick 
Cappers’ in spite of wearing a jacket. Never-
theless, the sky looked promising, and Gra-
ham and David were launched in the first 
and second rows of the grid.

‘Aussie base’ followed our pair’s progress 
anxiously throughout the course of the 
task, but apart from one dubious sector, all 
sounded very positive. They left early after 
the start gate opened, which turned out to 
be a good decision. The day ended with fifth 
and sixth places for David and Graham. 
There were a few penalty points awarded to 
each of them, due to a start height infrac-
tion; however, it was not significant enough 
to affect their respective day’s score or the 
cumulative scores.

Tonight was the farewell party with 
the day’s prizegiving and a slide-show of 
wonderful photographs that had been taken 
throughout the competition. Tomorrow’s the 
official closing ceremony at 10pm, so hope-
fully we’ll have a few words to add before we 
pack up and leave Lüsse.

SATURDAY  28  JULY 
Graham
Slightly against the odds, we did manage 
to make the last day a contest day. It rained 
until about 10:30am, then the sun came out 
and a three-hour AAT was set. It proved 
to be a very difficult day, mainly because 
of strong winds (20 to 25kt all day). There 
were quite a few outlandings. David and  
I did well initially, but were forced way off 
track on the second leg and then had a cou-
ple of nasty low points which slowed us up 
a bit, for fifth and sixth place on the day.

Well, that really is all. It was a challeng-
ing competition, in mostly difficult weather 
conditions. For the most part we are happy 
with our performance, but we are left ruing 
Monday’s indiscretion which cost 900 
points. Looking forward to coming back 
next year.

Daryl
Well it is all over. I am in a hotel in Berlin 
on the way home, and reflecting on a  
great experience. Many thanks to a wonder-
ful team. 

G F A

2007 Fibre Reinforced Plastics  
(FRP) Sailplane Repair Course

Applications are invited for candidates to attend 
a GFA sponsored FRP Sailplane Repair Course to 
train participants in the techniques required to 
carry out minor repairs to composite sailplane 
structures. As facilities limit the course, candi-
dates who wish to attend should apply as below. 
Candidates MAY qualify for Authorisation for 
Minor Repair FRP
The course is limited to 10 entrants.

Successful applicants will be advised  
by 30 September 2007.
Candidates who wish to participate in this course 
need to send an application to:
Mr E Blunt, 567 Noorla Place Lavington 
NSW 2641, Email: deird@optusnet.com.au
The application should contain a short resume including 
details of authorisations currently held, and an outline 
on how you, the applicant, can benefit from such a 
course and how you would use the skills you learn 
within the gliding environment.

Course Convenor/Director:
Supported by:

Venue
Course starts:
Course ends:
Course fees

Applications Close: 

Eugene Blunt 
Roger Druce
Bacchus Marsh Gliding Club House
20 October 2007
28 October 2007
$400.00 includes all materials & catering
15 September 2007

…and I’ve owned her for 10 years,  

and never a heavy landing

Cartoon by Codez
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GFA Annual Flying Awards
Here are the results for the best flights of the 
year ending 30 May 2007, claimed and verified:
Wally Wood Trophy for outright distance:
Gerrit Kurstjens, 1132.7km, 6 February 2007
Bob Irvine Trophy for handicap distance:
Terry Cubley, 1038km x HF 1.010 = 1048.38 
points, LS3, 8 December 2006
(See article in this issue, ‘2000km from Gawler’)
Martin Warner Trophy for height gain:
Rick Agnew, 17 281ft, Canberra GC, 30 July 2006

There were three other worthy claims for the 
Bob Irvine Trophy (Pam Kurstjens, Alan Barnes 
and James Cooper) and two for the Martin 
Warner Trophy (Geoff Vincent and Pam Kurstjens). 
Geoff Vincent also made an exceptional climb in 
June for next year’s claims.

O V E R S E A S  N E W S
Fourth FAI Women’s World  
Gliding Championship
Date: 10 to 22 July 2007
Location: Romorantin (France)
Final Results

15M

1 Kathrin Senne GER
2 Anja Kohlrausch GER
3 Anne Ducarouge FRA

STANDARD

1 Sarah Kelman GBR
2 Jana Veprekova CZE
3 Joanna Bledermann POL

CLUB

1 Gill Spreckley GBR
2 Kathrin Woetzel GER
3 Christine Grote GER

The full results can be found  
at [www.wwgc2007.org/]. 

FAI congratulates the winners  
and thanks the organisers of  
the championship.

FA I  N E W S
FAI Badge Claims to 30 June 2007
A BADGE

BARTLETT, Laurence David 11302 Lake Keepit
NEISLER, Janet Evelyn 11305 Kingaroy GC
PENFOLD, John 11308 Sthn Cross GC

B BADGE

JOHNS, Cameron Gordon 11289 Adelaide SC

A & B BADGE

FLYNN, Colin Patrick 11300 Sthn Downs

C BADGE

FARRELLY, Shane Robert 11285 Adelaide SC

A, B & C BADGE 

YOUNG, Grant Peter 11301 Boonah GC
JONES, Benjamin Liam 11303 Air TC WA
DOUGLAS, Robert 11304 North Qld SC
RUSSELL, Garrett John 11306 Caboolture GC
ROSE, Michael John 11307 Boonah GC
KYLE, Robert John 11309 Harden GC

SILVER BADGE

FROMONT, Terry Colin 4659 GC WA

GOLD BADGE

GREIG, Andrew James 1633 Beverley SC

DIAMOND GOAL

PEROTT, Peter Ian  Beverley SC 
GREIG, Andrew James  Beverley SC

DIAMOND DISTANCE

PERROTT, Peter Ian  Beverley SC
GREIG, Andrew James  Beverley SC

750KM DISTANCE

WELLINGTON, David Brian 138 Beverley SC
FITZGERALD, Justin Fraser 139 Beverley SC

World Air Games 2009:  
First Coordination Meeting
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) 
President Pierre Portmann, Secretary General 
Max Bishop and World Air Games Coordinator 
Jean-Marc Badan recently attended the first 
coordination meeting in Turin to lay down the 
foundations for the future work with the Local 
Organising Committee (LOC).

One of the key points discussed during the 
meeting was the management structure. The 
LOC presented a draft organisational chart, and 
both partners agreed on how information would 
flow between the LOC and FAI. Based on a 
model used by the IOC, the underlying principle 
is that overall responsibility for coordination and 
communication will be borne by the LOC Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) and the FAI Coordinator.

Coordination work between the LOC and FAI 
will be based initially on the following schedule: 
two coordination meetings per year at the level 
of the heads of LOC and FAI; a monthly working 
meeting at the level of CEO and FAI Coordina-
tor; and weekly updates by phone and email 
between the CEO and the FAI Coordinator.

During the forthcoming weeks, the LOC will 
mainly focus its work on refining the general 
planning for the preparation phase of the Games, 
and on developing marketing and sponsorship 
concepts. The FAI Coordinator, assisted by the 
commissions involved in the Games 2009, will 
gather and prepare for LOC’s consideration all 
comments and questions on venues and air sport 
events which remained open at the end of the 
bid process.
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Soar the New Zealand Alps!
Gavin Wills Mountain Soaring School

GlideOmarama.com

Season: October to March

Personalised soaring adventures and courses

Exciting soaring, glorious country!

All information and contacts:

www.glideomarama.com

Ph
ot

o:
 K

er
rie

 C
la

ff
ey



34 Soaring Australia September 2007

JAVIER  ALVAREZ
Positions Held:

 President – Central 
Coast Sky Surfers
 Chairman – Australian 
Computer Society Cen-
tral Coast Chapter
Board Member of the 

   Central Coast Information Technology  
Taskforce (CCITT)
 IT Adviser to the NSW Festival Development 
Corporation
 Media Relations Manager – 2007 World 
Paragliding Championships Manilla

Professional Experience:
 LANDesk Software Inc Country Manager 
Australia/New Zealand, 2004 to 2007
 Novell Inc. Business Development Manager, 
1999 to 2003
Novell Inc. 1997 to 1999
Australasian Systems Engineering Manager
Senior Systems Engineer
Systems Engineering Team Leader
Systems Programmer

Comments:
I have been a member of the HGFA since 
2000 and am President of the Central Coast  
Sky Surfers. I actively hang glide and para-
glide, am an advanced HG pilot and, at time 
of writing, intermediate rated PG pilot, as well 
as a HG and PG Safety Officer for the Cen-
tral Coast Sky Surfers.

I’ve been in the IT industry for 20 years. 
In this time I’ve held positions ranging from 
technical roles through to Country Manager 
for a US multi-national organisation. I have 
extensive experience in General Manage-
ment, Sales, Marketing, Project Management, 
Human Resources, Media and have also suc-
cessfully run my own business.

I believe I can bring a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to the HGFA at a high 
level with my business background and at the 
ground roots level as President of the Central 
Coast Sky Surfers. My experience brings vision 
and the ability to execute on the strategies and 
goals of the HGFA.

PAUL  COFFE Y
Positions Held:

 Current Board member
HGFA Secretary
 Secretary of Western Micro-
light Club, Inc. since its 
inception in 1995
Inaugurated the club’s news-

 letter ‘Triker News’, editor since its inception 
in 1997 (‘Triker News’ has been published 
online monthly since 1999 [www.trikernews.
com])

Flying Experience:
 Over 12 years of flying microlight aircraft
Apprentice Instructor, 1997
Flight Instructor since 1999
Total flying time in excess of 1600 hours

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Professional Experience:
I am a classroom teacher with skills in compu-
ter operation and the teaching of Information 
Technology with particular emphasis on soft-
ware applications.
Other Aviation Experience:
As a member the local Airport Management 
Committee for nine years, I have gained a 
better understanding of the problems and con-
cerns of the wider aviation community. I gained 
experience in dealing with government depart-
ments, exploring funding avenues, developing 
budgets, strategic plans and structure plans and 
I am involved in negotiations with various flying 
clubs, organisations and special interest groups.
Vision:

 To actively promote goodwill and co-opera-
tion between all Sport Aviation groups.
 To foster a greater knowledge and understand-
ing of the HGFA among other aviation groups, 
including GA, GFA, RAA, ASRA, SAAA, etc.
 To continue to lift the profile of the HGFA in 
the eyes of the wider aviation community.
In the case of trikes, I’d like to promote 

a jointly agreed syllabus, joint recognition of 
qualifications and instructors between HGFA 
and RAA which would result in the same level 
of skill and qualification regardless of training 
organisation. Such a move would inevitably 
lead to more credibility and recognition for 
both organisations.

DON CRA MER
Personal Details:

DOB – 29 October 1961
Wife – Susan, married 15 years 
 Children – 13-year-old daughter, Claudia, 
and 10-year-old son, Hugh

Professional Experience:
 Director of Diesel Care Australia – four 
branches located in Dalby, Toowoomba, 
Goondiwindi and Tamworth, servicing all 
specialist fuel injection and turbo charging 
requirements to rural, mining, agricultural, 
earthmoving and 4WD markets.
 Australasian distributor of the Steinbauer 
Diesel performance tuning modules, [www.
dieselcare.com.au].

Flying Experience:
 Night VFR fixed wing PPL licence  
– currently studying for PIFR rating
Intermediate – HG
 CFI Weightshift Microlight Instructor  
[www.flydoggiefly.com]
Tug Master – Microlights
 GFA member, solo sailplane and powered 
tug pilot

Other Interests and Hobbies:
My family, all flying, all sport
 Finisher last four Goondiwindi ‘Hell  
of the West’ triathlons (Half Ironman)

Comments:
I would like to be actively involved in the 
advancement of microlighting and hang glid-
ing in Australia and see a Management Board 
position as an opportunity to do so. 

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

Microlighting and, in particular, hang glid-
ing are at risk of declining participation and we 
as an association need to learn from and imple-
ment pro-active activities gathered from other 
successful models.

My personal experiences are varied and  
I possess a strong business sense and acumen. I 
have been fortunate to have travelled and flown 
in several countries and from these experiences 
have gained much knowledge and information.

I believe at present the HGFA has a long 
way to go to catch up to other sport aviation 
bodies (in relation to microlight activity at 
least) and without a commitment from mem-
bers who are passionate to ensure the advance-
ment of our chosen sports, we are in jeopardy 
of losing something we all cherish.

C AROLYN DEN NI S
Positions Held:

 President Victorian Hang Gliding and  
Paragliding Association (two years)
 Vice-President Skyhigh (two years)
 General Committee member Skyhigh (one year)
 Current Chair Skyhigh Safety Committee
 Launch Director for the Bright Open PG 
competition 2005 and 2006
 Organiser ‘Women With Wings’ National 
HG and PG skills clinic in 2006

Comments:
Based in Melbourne, I am an IT Project 
Manager working in local government. My 
professional strengths lie with communica-
tion, management of both large and small 
enterprises and problem solving skills.

I obtained my PG licence over 10 years 
ago in Bright, Victoria. Since then I’ve acquired 
several hundred hours flying time and hold an 
advanced rating as well as being Safety Officer 
for both Skyhigh PG Club and the North East 
Victorian HG Club. I’ve competed on and off 
at National level for the past five years and have 
been lucky enough to travel and fly overseas.

I have been involved in many Skyhigh and 
NEVHGC events over the last 10 years, as 
well as holding a number of positions at both 
club and State level and have a keen interest in 
fostering pilot development within our sport. I 
am conscious of the importance of supporting 
and encouraging our new pilots, as well as find-
ing ways to develop and retain our experienced 
members. Retaining our existing membership 
and attracting new pilots is the key to our future.

We are all under pressure to present our-
selves and our sport in a professional, mature 
manner. The days of getting away with a ‘rat-
bag’ wild image are long gone. We need to 
plan our future development as a professional 
organisation, looking after our members’ inter-
ests as well as complying with our legislative 
obligations. I am committed to planning and 
acting now in order to preserve our future enti-
tlements. I seek the opportunity to do this as 
your representative on the HGFA Board and  
ask for your support in the forthcoming election.

•

•
•
•
•

•
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2008 HGFA Board Nominees
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PE T ER DOWER
(Nomination by Bill Moyes 
and Self)
As a pilot, I am the typi-
cal eager weather watcher, 
waiting for it to come ‘on’. 
I’ve been flying for three 

years and the butterflies are still there when I 
launch. I value the times I can get in the air 
and relax and enjoy a type of flying that much 
of the population don’t understand. 

Though I have been working with com-
puters for the past 11 years, I started out as an 
Aircraft Maintenance Engineer and spent 10 
years working at Hawker de Havilland. I was 
lucky there, and was exposed to lots of military 
aircraft; I specialised in airframes, carbonfibre 
construction and turbine engines. 

However, my eyes are now firmly set on 
improving a sport that, so far, only a select few 
appreciate. The HGFA represents sports that I 
believe many more people should be enjoying. 
Hang gliding and paragliding are perceived as 
extreme sports. If this is true, then driving your 
car on the streets of Sydney should be deemed 
an extreme sport too. Many of us just like get-
ting up in the air. How many more potential 
flyers are there who may just want to boat 
around on a summer afternoon after work? 

My aim is to market our sports and pull in 
new members. This will bring the enjoyment 
of our sports to new people, and by having 
more members, bring down the associated 
insurance costs. I would also like to be a part of 
furthering the teaching and training of pilots. 
This means pushing the idea of mentoring 
newbies and low airtime pilots. This continued 
encouragement of pilots will directly affect the 
retention of members and can vastly increase 
the skills and safety of new pilots. A new pilot 
is just a friend you haven’t met yet.

M ATT F OX 
Details:

Aged 38
National Sales and Marketing Manager

1991 Learned to fly a hang glider 
2004 Begun paragliding
2005 Formed the Toowoomba Club
2007 Apprentice PG Instructor rating
Comments:
I saw the potential for flying in my home 
town of Toowoomba and, to aid my addiction 
and wanting others to fly with, I was instru-
mental in starting the Toowoomba Club. 
With the position of Club President I had to 
become proficient in promoting the sport to 
media, landowners, councils and government 
bodies to gain access to sites and grants to 
help the club become one of the fastest grow-
ing PG/HG clubs in Australia.

I have always tried to take an organised 
and professional attitude to the sport I love 
and believe I have demonstrated this with the 
development of the Toowoomba Club and the 
events it has held. With this passion, I would 
like to be in a position to coordinate, promote 
and develop all aspects of our sports. My vision 
is to see the HGFA be more proactive in look-

•
•

ing at new ways of marketing our sports by 
organising and overseeing promotional oppor-
tunities and taking them to the non-flying 
community which will attract more interest.

Always considering safety, I believe we 
should look at advancing the experience levels 
of all pilots through training, coaching and 
competitions aimed at improving all skill levels 
as well as introducing programs to motivate the 
more experienced pilots and clubs to nurture 
the less experienced pilots and therefore keep 
membership numbers and experience levels 
growing. I would also like to see the HGFA 
promote more interaction between all clubs  
so everyone has input to any issues that arise.

ROB LITHGOW
Personal Details:

Age 46
Married to Kate with four children

Flying Experience:
35 years HG flying experience
16 years PG flying experience
 I fly motorised HG harnesses and  
paramotors regularly
 Some experience in nanolights, microlights, 
ultralights and GA
70 hours experience in sailplanes
 CFI for Adventure Airsports in HG and PG
Kite-surfing instructor

Professional Experience:
 Bachelor of Business degree in Operations 
Management and Economics
Diploma in Biblical Studies
Australian Music Associate
 Seven years Air Force Officer in Supply Logistics
 20 years experience running small businesses 
and various community and ministry organi-
sations (in parallel)

Vision:
I grew up with flying in various forms and have 
been flying and teaching several of our disci-
plines for quite a few years now. I am passionate 
about free flight in its many forms and believe 
as an organisation we need to capture and pre-
serve the spirit that gave birth to our sports in 
order to facilitate future growth and direction. 

Over the decades I have seen various train-
ing systems and pilot rating systems come and 
go and have personally experienced the best 
and worst of self-regulation. 

I believe we need to ensure our systems 
reflect world best practice and we need to relate 
to the practices of other sport aviation disci-
plines and bodies. I stand for preserving and 
enhancing the freedom and privileges of  
grass-root membership by value-adding to the  
benefits of membership. I would like to see an 
‘experimental’ category added to facilitate the 
development of new ideas and practices.

I believe over the coming years we will 
need to strategically position ourselves to be 
able to purchase our own sites wherever pos-
sible and we need to continue to pursue further 
airspace concessions from CASA.

I would like to explore insurance becom-
ing optional to membership. I believe I have a 
strong instinct for pragmatic cost control and 
have an eye for spotting trends and opportunity. 

•
•

•
•
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•
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I look forward to reflecting your interests and 
working with like-minded members to make 
our organisation stronger and more effective.

MARK SUN MITSOS
Personal Details:

12 October 1948
Stanwell Tops, NSW
 Divorced, two children

Positions Held:
 PG & HG regional exam-
iner for southern NSW
 PG representative on the National  
Coaching Committee
Member of the National PG Committee
 PG representative on Certification Committee
 Current Secretary of the Stanwell Park  
HG and PG club and helped drafting  
the local site procedures

Professional Experience:
 1979 Skyland Kites HG manufacture
 1980-1984 Skyland Sail Gliders, HG 
designer and manufacture
 1984-1985 Austflight Aviation ultralight 
aircraft manufacture and servicing
 1985-1987 Enterprise Wings, HG designer 
and manufacture
 1988 Future Wings Pty Ltd, Airwave importer  
and HG and PG harnesses/accessory manufacture
 1990 PG Instructor Certificate and started 
Future Wings Paragliding School, now  
‘Sydney Paragliding Centre’

Flying Experience:
1978 – learned to hang glide
1982 – qualified as HG Instructor
 1989 – learned to paraglide in UK
 1990 – qualified as HGFA PG Instructor
 Advanced pilot rating in both HG and PG
 Towing endorsement for HG and PG
Tandem Endorsement for PG
Motorised Endorsement for PG
 Experience flying both HG and PG in 
Europe, including UK, and have flown in 
many parts of Australia

Comments:
I have run my own school and taught PG since 
September 1990. Most of my teaching is done 
on the coast. I also take students inland to 
learn thermal flying and run tow endorsement 
courses. Running a flying school has increased 
my knowledge and experience in many areas.  
I am dedicated to the sport of PG.

I have had experience working on a num-
ber of committees, sometimes in a difficult 
political environment. I have been involved 
in the sports of HG and PG from club to 
National levels for nearly 30 years, have exten-
sive knowledge of design, manufacturing and 
certification of HG and PG, plus a good work-
ing knowledge of motorised HG and PG.

I am well known within the flying com-
munity in Australia and overseas, and have 
played a major role in the development of the 
sport of PG in Australia.
Vision:
I am concerned with the direction the HGFA 
needs to take to grow and prosper in the 
future. Board members need to develop new 
long term strategies, work with and support 
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the General Manager as a team to ensure the 
sports’ growth. We need to look at new fund-
ing sources and new ways to promote  
the sport. The HGFA represents a unique sub- 
set of sport enthusiasts in the community. 

As a Board representative of that group I 
will work actively for the promotion and safety 
of the sport in the future. We must look at and 
secure our place in the big picture of sport avia-
tion in Australia. 

BILL  MOYES
For those of you who know 
Bill, you will understand 
that Bill wouldn’t submit 
this himself, so with your 
leave, I, Chris Fogg, will 
submit it on his behalf. 

Bill needs no introduction in the world of 
hang gliding. He is without dispute the father 
of our sport. In Bill’s own words: “I always 
dreamt that I ran to a rock ledge and flew away 
with a pair of wings. I was convinced that it 
could come true. It was just a matter of finding 
the right set of wings.” In the early ’60s, NASA 
developed a wing to replace the steerable 
parachute for rocket re-entries and they soon 
realised that the malfunction rate was too high. 
John Dickenson, an Australian engineer, read 
of it and built the first flying wing that we fly 
today. Soon after Bill became a test pilot. Bill 
perfected the fabrication of the wing, invented 
the prone flying position and piloted the first 
free soaring flight in a hang glider. Bill remains 
instrumental in developing the sport infrastruc-
ture and helping people the world over to live 
and continue the dream. 

Bill Moyes has been a long term member 
of the HGFA Board and is a valuable resource 
for keeping the development of the sport asso-
ciated with its roots. 
Honours Awarded:
1977  Queen Elizabeth Anniversary Medal 

Silver Medal 
1978  Russian Aero Club Bronze Medal 
1980  Royal Australian Aero Club Oswald 

Watt Gold Medal 
1980  NSW Hall of Champions Plaque 
1982  NSW Government Advance  

Australia Award 
1983  CIVL Diploma of Honour 
1992  Australian Sports Hall of Fame  

Associate Member 
1995  NASA Space Technology Hall of Fame 
1995  Smithsonian Institute Invention Award 
1999  Order of Australia Medal – OAM 
Records and Accomplishments:
1967  First World Altitude Record, Toukley, 

NSW, Australia
1968  First Mountain Launch, Mt Cranken-

back, Thredbo, NSW, Australia
1969 Second World Altitude Record
1970 First Grand Canyon Flight
1971 First Aeroplane Tow, Wisconsin, USA
1972 First Boat Tow Record
1973 First Balloon Record

ANDREW 
POLIDANO
(Current HGFA 
President)
The HGFA as we 
know it today has 
undergone many 
changes over the 
years. Today we 
manage micro-
lights, paragliding 
and hang gliding as well as motorised versions. 
I believe it’s important to realise, although we 
started with HG and have since evolved, that 
evolution continues. We have the benefit of a 
relatively young, dynamic and open-minded 
membership.

I believe the social fabric that exists in all 
growing clubs to manage sites and nurture the 
less experienced pilots is crucial to the future 
of our sport. First and foremost I take my hat 
off to those people who mentor the up and 
coming pilots. I encourage any projects that 
support this process.

There are also other sides to the sport. 
I’m particularly interested at looking ahead 
at developments. The Motorised Paramotor 
course, which we have learnt a great deal from, 
is on track. The D-bag development project, 
which was instigated by the 2007 Paragliding 
World’s opening ceremony, continues to be a 
pet project opening up avenues for displays as 
well as acro competitions, both of which are 
tools to increase our public profile. 

I believe in programs for younger pilots 
interested in getting into the sport as well as 
more female involvement. Viv Williams taking 
second place in the World’s is a great opportu-
nity to encourage more women in our sport.

I believe all our competition teams could 
benefit from the sport having a higher public 
profile as well as a corporate sponsor.

I would like to encourage microlighting as 
well as motorised hang gliding and paragliding 
pilots to consider being involved in competi-
tions and records. Our new FAI CIMA represent-
atives, are motivated. This angle can no doubt 
open up a new dimension in our membership 
as well as our public profile.

I am currently the HGFA Australian Sport 
Aviation Confederation representative and am 
happy to continue this role. I look forward to 
serving the membership.

CHRIS  ROGERS
Details:

Advance paraglider pilot
Apprentice paragliding instructor
Tandem pilot
Aged 42
Married with two children 
Based in Forster, NSW Mid North Coast

Comments:
I am self-employed and have been running 
a successful video production company for 
the last nine years. This allows me the flex-
ibility to go flying when it’s ‘on’ and the 
ability to attend HGFA Board meetings.

•
•
•
•
•
•

I have an extensive aviation background 
and was brought up around aviation. My father 
was an aircraft engineer all his life with his 
roots in the RAF.

Following in my father’s footsteps, I too 
became an aircraft maintenance engineer in gen-
eral aviation (light aircraft) as well as working for 
Hawker de Havilland and Qantas, cutting my 
teeth in a ‘do-it-once, do-it-well’ environment.

I got my PG licence in 2002 and I fly over 
100 hours every year in Australia and overseas 
(teaching, free flying, competitions, club events 
and tandems).

I nominate to be elected as a Board mem-
ber because I know that I can give direction 
and enthusiasm to the HGFA Board and its 
members, as I deal directly with new members 
on a regular basis and see the important needs 
of new and seasoned pilots.

I would like to address concerns of many 
members I talk to, including:

 those that are potentially looking at buying  
or leasing flying sites
 ensuring good liaison with National Parks 
and the continuance of our sites on these lands
that HGFA fees are kept to a minimum
 that the HGFA is profitable whilst achieving 
new goals
I would also like to see Soaring Australia 

magazine go online and look at new technolo-
gies for online exams for pilots wanting their 
new ratings. In addition a better syllabus for 
the Intermediate and Advanced exams where 
members can access information for these exams.

Here’s to a brighter future for the HGFA!

CHRIS  VONDE RWA L L
My interest in flying began with a TIF with 
Larry Jones of Adelaide Airsports in March 
1999 and I gained my restricted pilot’s licence 
about March 2000. I am also endorsed on 
powered HG (nanolight trike 2003), which 
I fly out of Truro Flats Airpark north-east of 
Adelaide. My wings are a Mission 170, a Sonic 
190 and a Wills Wings Falcon 195. At the 
moment I’m considering taking up PG, with 
powered PG especially in mind.

I am a blue collar working class man, possess 
no professional degrees, qualifications or trade 
papers, most of my employment has been engi-
neering, construction, metal trades and transport.

Through the years I’ve been on boards and  
committees of various sport and social clubs, in 
positions from general committee to president. 
Vision:
My vision is to improve safety where possible,  
simplify insurance (or at least make it easier to 
understand), site protection, site restoration, 
implement subsidised reserve repack nights and 
first aid courses and continue the goodwill that 
now exists between the HG/PG/WM groups 
by acting for all through contact, communica-
tion and cooperation.

BRIAN WEBB
Positions Held:

Prior service on the HGFA Board
 Service with Victorian HG Association, 
North East Victorian HG Club

•

•

•
•

•
•
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 A broad business background including 15 years 
with Alpine Paragliding (now sold and retired) 
Currently as a manager with IBM
 Extensive hang gliding, paragliding, includ-
ing paramotoring
 International level competition representation

Objective:
To assist the Board and its officers in progress-
ing the HGFA towards continued improve-
ment in services and subscription value for its 
pilot members. 

G EOFF  WHIT E 
I respectfully ask for your support for my  
election to a HGFA Board position for the 
next two-year term.

I have recently attained a CFI for Weight-
shift Microlight rating and have created a new 
training facility in the Latrobe Valley, approxi-
mately 150km east of Melbourne. Within the 
first 12 months I’ve conducted 23 TIFs which 
have resulted in 13 new HGFA pilots in the 
area. I expect to be able to encourage many 
more people to become HGFA members and 
future pilots within the region.

While gaining my CFI rating, I encoun-
tered the significant difficulties experienced 
by pilots wishing to proceed to the level of 
instructor and it is my intention to develop an 
improved program to facilitate opportunities 
for pilots wishing to progress to instructor level.

As a Board member, I would also like to 
have input into implementing a pilot awareness 
program to further encourage compliance with 
the HGFA Operations Manual to ensure the 
future of our chosen sport.

It is also my intention to create a formal 
club in my region to ensure that all pilots have 
the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of being  
a part of the aviation community.

 During 1995 I won the Gold medal at the 
World Police and Fire Games for Motocross 
and also the Latrobe Valley Gippstar award for 

•

•
•

•

sporting achievement. In 1996 I was presented 
with the Rural Victoria Initiatives Award at 
Parliament House for my creation of a program 
which significantly reduced the number of 
offences committed by youth in the local area.

I look forward to being able to contribute 
positively to the future direction of the HGFA. 

RICK WILLIA MS
(Current President HGAWA)
Flying Experience:

 Qualified with Apollo HG School in Victo-
ria, joining the HGFA in 1981
Trained for a PPL
 Formed the Swinburne HG Club at Swin-
burne Uni, Melbourne, 1983/84 (members 
included Suzy Gneist, Soaring Australia edi-
tor, Leo Arundel, previous VHGA President) 
and, with assistance from Apollo’s Wes Hill, 
trained many new pilots in the club

Professional Experience:
Following graduation as a Professional Engi-
neer I moved to WA by the late ’80s where 
I joined the HGAWA and, as one of the few 
advanced pilots at the time (WA had been 
without an qualified instructor for several 
years), took on the club position of Examiner 
to assist in the introduction of a new pilot rat-
ing system introduced by the HGFA. During 
my time in WA with further university studies 
in business management, I moved through 
various companies and board rooms in man-
agement roles and on to private consultancy.

In 1998, myself and other long term pilots, 
including Mike Thorn, Mike Ipkendanz, Sam 
Blight, formed the Hillflyers Club. [www.hgfa.
asn.au/~hillflyers/] in support of our sport, 
offering our many years of experience to assist 
new pilots and develop the sport locally. 

I took on President/Adminstrator of 
HGAWA in 2000 after the departure of our 
previous long term HGFA and HGAWA Presi-
dents Keith Lush and Graham Wishart (now a 

•

•
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GFA Executive and President of Avon Aviation 
Alliance Inc. with myself as Secretary [www.avo-
naviation.org.au/]). 

Throughout my association with the 
HGFA and various clubs I have been directly 
involved with:

 Obtaining annual grants from the Depart-
ment of Sport & Recreation
 Air Services (Regional Airspace Users Advi-
sory Committee, RAPAC, with the support 
of the former HGFA GM, Craig Worth, 
obtaining a letter of agreement for a release of 
airspace from 3500 to 10000ft over a 10nm 
radius around one of our Perth sites
 Development and redevelopment of HG/PG 
sites in both privately owned and CALM 
managed Regional and National Parks, such 
as Shellies Beach, Mt Bakewell, The Range, 
Noondeening Hill, and securing long term 
lease agreements (21 years) for one of WA’s 
world class coastal sites, Sandpatch
 Negotiation of long term agreements with local 
councils for the use of various beach sites in and 
around the coastal suburbs of Perth
Over the years my professional work and 

personal flying (HG, PG, WM) has taken me 
to many areas of Australia, flying most major 
sites around the country, with many memora-
ble flights at sites like Mt Cambewarra (NSW), 
Spion Kop, Apollo Bay, Mt Cole, Mt Buffallo 
(Vic), Eungella, Tamborine (Qld), Barossa Val-
ley (SA), Albany, Geralton, Avon Valley (WA).

I believe I have some depth of experience 
in our sport and would be pleased to be able  
to offer further support to the sport in helping 
to develop policy, procedures and infrastructure 
with a sound financial footing, to help secure 
sites, airspace and membership and further 
streamline the rules and regulations governing 
our sport, to reduce as far a practical any 
impediments to flying for our current members 
and for new members to take our incredible 
sport on for the long term.  

•

•

•
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HGFA General Manager’s Report
Board Elections, Ballot Forms  
and Resumes
In this issue of Soaring Australia you will find the 
resumes of all nominees standing for election 
to the Board term 2008 to 2010. Also included 
is the ballot paper for you to vote towards the 
standing nominees. You are asked to review 
the nominees and mark your selection of nine 
representatives from those standing on the bal-
lot paper. To have your vote counted you must 
include your name, HGFA number and your 
membership expiry date on the form – only cur-
rent members will have their vote counted. One 
ballot paper will be counted per member. Send 
the completed ballot into the HGFA office. Ballot 
collection closes on last mail Friday, 28 Septem-
ber 2007.

The ballot paper can be sent by post, fax or 
scanned and emailed. Details for all methods are 

shown at the bottom of the ballot form. The ballot 
form reverse side provides for a reply paid post, 
simply fold along the dotted lines, seal with sticky 
tape and drop into any post box or post office. 

Please ensure you post your ballot in to 
actively participate in your Board representation.

Upcoming HGFA AGM
The HGFA Annual General Meeting will be held 
at 89 Shoal Bay Road, Shoal Bay, commencing 
at 12 noon on 13 October. All members are wel-
come to attend. Standard agenda will be applied.

New Board Member
Rob Steane now joins the HGFA Management 
Committee to fill the vacancy left by the res-
ignation of Kathy Little. Kathy has decided not 
to renew her HGFA membership following the 
purchase of an ultralight for which she needs to 

be registered with and be member of the RAAus. 
Kathy has been a Board member for the last two 
terms, working for the promotion of weightshift 
microlights and members in WA. All the best for 
the new direction in your flying recreation, Kathy.

Rob Steane is known to many members as 
the Forum Administrator and as a friend and fel-
low pilot. Rob has been active in competitions  
on the ‘mainland’ and committee roles in the  
Tasmanian State body. Welcome aboard, Rob.

Club Workshops – Theory Review 
For Pilot Rating Levels
The last couple of months have seen several 
clubs being active in providing theory review 
evenings for their club membership. This has 
resulted in members gaining higher levels in their 
pilot certifications, has refreshed those members 
in their theory and air law knowledge and has 

• • • • •
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also provided good social time during these 
months when actual flying has been less active. 

The approach has been to hold a theory 
discussion group exercise one night, followed 
by a separate formal exam night. Members 
attending these meetings use the study guides 
(available on the HGFA website under the Forms 
menu) and discuss in open forum the various 
points noted on the study guide. This stimulates 
discussion on and around the topic, providing a 
good overview and understanding of the various 
topics within the guides. Notes and books are 
referenced to ensure a correct understanding has 
been achieved. 

At the time of taking the exams all books 
and discussions are closed, the pilot completes 
the exam based solely on all the newly revised 
knowledge. Those attending these pre-exam study 
sessions had no problems when they came to sit 
the tests unaided by other reference material.

Trike Around Australia
A WA member has been in contact with a group 
of English trike pilots who intend on embarking 
on an expedition to fly from Perth to Brisbane 
commencing July 2008. 

Member Angus Horwood is now looking for 
local pilots to join the group for part or all of the 
adventure, to share local knowledge with the 
members of the flight party or to act as ground 
crew. While the English pilots intend only to com-
plete a trip from Perth to Brisbane, Angus would 
like to extend the adventure to a full circumnavi-
gation of the continent. If you are interested in 
taking part in this venture, please contact Angus 
Horwood on 08 9407 5171. 

Too Many Fees, Too Many Cards
A recent correspondence from a member relates 
a commonly stated issue for pilots. The points 
raised are very poignant and I have redrafted the 
correspondence below for your consideration:

“I am a member of 11 different clubs within 
Australia, mostly due to compulsory membership 
required to fly from their sites. While not being 
overly impressed with the fees associated with 
these forced memberships, there is reluctant 
acceptance that site fees and club dues are a fact 
of life, themselves imposed on the local clubs 
as a result of council leases and land purchases 
necessary to keep the sites accessible to the wider 
pilot membership. 

The greater issue for the individual pilot is that 
the various memberships expire at different times 
of the year and keeping track of them all is difficult. 
While some clubs issue a membership card, it may 
not show an expiry date. Other clubs issue helmet 
stickers which become illegible within a few months 
of sun and weathering. Some clubs/sites don’t 
even provide a card or sticker for the fees paid. The 
headache is bad enough for the individual member, 
let alone for the clubs who must have a hard time 
trying to maintain current membership listings, and 

the continuing need to check pilots as they fly off 
their sites. It makes me wonder how many pilots are 
flying around with expired memberships and how 
much revenue the clubs are actually missing as a 
result of this system. I therefore make a suggestion 
that clubs work with the HGFA to develop an online 
solution that will allow HGFA members to renew 
HGFA membership at the same time as selecting 
the clubs they wish to join. The member would then 
have one fee debited from their credit card and 
all their annual subscriptions would be resolved 
at the one time. The funds collected could then be 
disbursed by the HGFA to the respective clubs. Club 
membership listings could be coded on the back of 
the HGFA card. 

This could potentially save the clubs funds 
currently used for postal charges, the production 
of stickers or membership cards. The savings 
could then be put back into the clubs’ sites under 
management and the pilot would have one card 
showing HGFA and club currency.”

The member raises a very common idea 
among pilots. The HGFA is responding to this 
concept by moving toward online memberships. 
Once this aspect of development is up and run-
ning, the HGFA can further the online services 
to club memberships by selection at time of 
renewal. Naturally such an outcome will need the 
support of the clubs, so I encourage you all to 
further this idea among your own clubs and local 
memberships. I would be interested in hearing 
any club or member feedback on this concept. 
Thanks, Member 19082, for writing in regarding 
this concept.

HGFA Merchandise
HGFA merchandise is available on order from the 
office. Merchandise held by the HGFA includes 
polo shits, chambray (denim) shirts, polar fleece 
and t-shirts. Also available are a number of refer-
ence books and videos. Order form and stock list-
ing can be found on the HGFA website at [www.
hgfa.asn.au/HGFA/Forms/10VoucherMerch.pdf].

New Instructors
The instructor pool continues to grow steadily 
in numbers and is strengthened with a steady 
development through the instructor levels. The 
HGFA Student Liability Insurance is proving to  
be beneficial in bringing new and returning 
instructors into the instructor pool.

I would like to welcome Stephen Pelizzari 
as a WM FEI working under CFI Andrew Clifford 
out of Port Douglas and congratulations to Geoff 
White of Chruchill, Victoria, who has achieved  
his Weightshift Microlight CFI and approval for  
a new training facility known as DTK Aerial Serv-
ices operating out of his own property and the 
Latrobe Valley Regional Airfield. Geoff is a gradu-
ate of Larry Jones from South Australia. Larry 
is to be congratulated also for his training and 
support of Geoff throughout the apprenticeship 
and subsequent instructor training. Geoff has 

managed to generate 12 students locally, show-
ing the extent of interest in weightshift air sports 
within the Latrobe area. 

Stolen Trike
A sad tale came to us from a member who has 
had their trike base stolen from their Sydney 
home. Although the trike was taken in February, 
WM members are asked to be on the look out 
for the stolen base unit. The base serial number 
is 303, and the engine serial number is 4838630. 
Anyone with information regarding this trike 
base is encouraged to call the HGFA office.

Landowner Legal Review From 
GFA – Comments From The HGFA
The GFA has recently received a legal point of 
view relating to legal aspects associated with 
outlandings (see ‘Legal Corner’, page 41) for 
the benefit of both HGFA and GFA members. 
We would like to thank the GFA for seeking and 
sharing this information. For HGFA members 
reading the article, it should be remembered that 
the scenario describes a GFA aircraft landing in 
a farmer’s paddock. With the exception of micro-
lights, HGFA-type aircraft are generally easily 
removed from the landing site on the back or 
shoulders of the pilot and with much less impact 
than that of a sailplane. It is an obligation on all 
pilots to egress a property in which they have 
landed by the most direct route, keeping in mind 
the rural protocol of walking along the fence line, 
shutting gates and only crossing over fences by 
way of the strainer posts. Approaching the land-
owner to inform them of your circumstance and 
to thank them for the use of their land is also 
common courtesy and standard protocol. In every 
situation you are the intruder and all homage 
should be paid to the landowner. However, in the 
event that you come across a landowner who 
takes issue with you landing on their property 
(and particularly for those microlight pilots who 
find themselves in a situation of a forced out-
landing), then the advice given in the said article 
is something to keep in mind. Again, thanks GFA 
for providing this legal briefing.

Part 149 NPRM
Part 149 NPRM has been released and is now 
posted on the news section of the HGFA website. 
The closing date for comment on this part is 
synchronised with the extensions given to that 
of Part 103 – Closing date for both responses is 
24 September. The two parts rely on one another, 
with 149 being the proposed regulations for the 
organisations overseeing the activities of Part 
103, which details the regulations for aircraft and 
participants conducting or taking part in sport 
aviation within Australia. You are encouraged to 
become familiar with both parts. It is now antici-
pated that these parts will become legislation 
sometime in the next year.
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Corryong Cup 2008 
Sign up now for a fun hang gliding meet aimed 
at fostering competition and cross-country flying 
skills. This comp provides a great opportunity for 
first time comp pilots to receive cross-country 
flight tutoring, mentoring and workshops by expe-
rienced comp pilots. Mt Elliot offers pilots great 
cross-country soaring experiences in spectacular 
alpine surrounds. As usual, you’ll find a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere, camping by the Murray 
River, lots of prizes, mid-week BBQ and more!
Registration: Saturday, 5 January from 6pm. 
Comp: Sunday, 6 to Saturday, 12 January 2008.
Entry: Online at [www.corryongcup.com], $120 
before 1 December 2007, $30 late fee thereafter.
Details: 70 pilots maximum, Open and Floater 
tasks, B Sanction, GPS, GAP-05 scoring. 
Need current HGFA intermediate with inland 
experience, radio and parachute. 
Organisers: Newcastle Hang Gliding Club. 
Contact: Wendi Herman 0411 772221.

Cairns Hang Gliding Club’s 
Successful Grant Application 
The Club Development program for the Queens-
land State Government Department of Sport and 
Recreation grant was for around $4000. 

At last week’s Cairns Show the club had a 
booth to promote hang gliding and microlighting 
in our region which was funded by the grant. The 
show went for three days and we spoke to lots 
of people. It was quite encouraging that out of 
all the people we spoke to there were only two 
with negative comments about our sport. 

We had two trikes and a hang glider on  
display, over a hundred photos (including some 
from the 1970s!) as well as some info about the 
sport and big colourful banners.

We are also planning to have a ‘Come & Try’ 
day in the near future and organise some micro-
light competitions.

Red Bull X-Alps 2007:  
Hofer Wins Second Title
Alex Hofer (SUI1) is the 2007 Red Bull X-Alps 
champion after a dramatic finish when the final 
leg of the race came down to a route march for 
Toma Coconea (ROM) and Martin Mueller (SUI3) 

and a breathtaking flight that snatched victory 
from nothing for Hofer.

Coconea and Mueller started their penultimate 
day together high in the middle of the French Alps. 
By early afternoon both were airborne and Muel-
ler built a 40km lead. Both part of a group of four 
who’d managed to break away from the rest of the 
athletes after passing the Eiger turnpoint, including 
Hofer and Urs Lötscher (SUI2) with a 85km lead 
over the rest. Then Mueller was dealt a 36-hour 
penalty for flying through restricted airspace. After-
wards Mueller cut a swath through the southern 
French Alps to land a 60km walk from goal. 

Meanwhile Hofer was on the ground near Gap 
and needed a miracle the next day. At night Mueller 
and Coconea settled into a final almost 24-hour 
march. By morning the gap was 30km with Coco-
nea running! Hofer was 130km away from Monaco. 
Crossing Lake Serre Poncon, he launched and set off 
on a technical flight to goal. It looked impossible, 
but every kilometre the Swiss ace edged further 
south put the others under greater pressure. Muel-
ler ran into goal in the late afternoon as the first to 
reach Monaco, but with his 36-hour penalty he was 
forced to wait for those behind to overtake him. 

Hofer landed 13km short of Mt Gros and 
sprinted the final three hours to beat Coconea 
and win the 2007 Red Bull X-Alps. Coconea stag-
gered on to launch five hours later and Lötscher 
three hours later again. Lötscher, also has a 
36-hour penalty to serve for the same airspace 
infringement, so Mueller will take the Bronze.

FA I  N E W S
New Paragliding Record
FAI has ratified the following Class O record:
Sub-class: O-3 (Paragliders) – Feminine
Claim number: 14609
Type of record: Speed over a triangular course  
of 25km
Course/location: Plaine Joux (France)
Performance: 24.5km/h
Pilot: Fiona MacAskill (UK)
Paraglider: Advance Omega 6
Date: 17.4.2007
Previous record: 22.75km/h (24.04.2003  
- Fiona MacAskill, UK)

FAI congratulates the pilot on her  
splendid achievement. 
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Who Pays The Insurance?
It has often been a point of discussion (and often 
a contentious one) with WM pilots about the 
pros and cons of flying as an HGFA member in a 
RAAus registered trike, or vice versa. The aircraft 
is the same, only registered with separate organi-
sations. A recent incident involving a RAAus pilot 
undergoing solo training in a HGFA registered 
microlight brought this debate to a head when 
damage was caused to a third aircraft after the 
micro got away from the RAAus registered pilot 
when trying to pull start the engine from outside 
the aircraft. Apparently the pilot snagged their 
jacket on the hand throttle while attempting to 
climb into the now idling aircraft, causing it to 
accelerate across the tarmac and collide with a 
nearby parked aircraft. The result was substantial 
damage to both aircraft. But whose insurance 
now covers the incident? Since the aircraft comes 
under CAO 95.32 the interpretation given in Sec-
tion 3.7 of the HGFA Operations Manual Subsec-
tion 2 ‘Interpretation’ covers the matter: 

Appropriate Pilot Certificate means (b) in 
relation to an aeroplane that is registered with the 
HGFA – a valid pilot certificate issued by the HGFA 
in accordance with the HGFA Manual. Section 4 
General Conditions of Exemption further states 
that (c) the aeroplane must not be operated by a 
person as a pilot in command unless the person 
(i) holds an appropriate pilot certificate; (e) subject 
to the other conditions set out in this section the 
aeroplane must be operated in accordance with 
the appropriate operations manual. 

These paragraphs effectively tie up the 
operational context of a pilot who is a member 
of one organisation flying an aircraft that is reg-
istered with the other organisation. 

The next issue is the wording from the insur-
ance policy. The policy responds on the activities 
of the member. In this instance the member was 
not undertaking the activity as an HGFA member 
so the HGFA policy does not respond even though 
the machine doing the damage was a HGFA 
registered aircraft. The wording on the policy 
would also cover the context of operations being 
in agreement with the manuals of the relevant 
organisation. In this particular event, I think it will 
be unlikely that any insurance will be paid out. 
The debate regarding the cost of repairs will likely 
be between the luckless pilot of the trike and the 
owner of the aircraft it collided with. Think twice 
about getting into that mate’s aircraft for a spin 
around the paddock and think three times about 
letting your mate fly your aircraft. Match the 
membership of the pilot with the organisation reg-
istering the trike and you’ll have no issues.

Happy flying.
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Some pretty heavy issues to cover 
this month:

GFA Operations Safety Seminars
Our Chief Technical Officer/Operations, Kevin 
Olerhead, is commencing his biennial round of 
safety seminars, starting with WA in early August 
and SA in late August. Pilots in other states are 
encouraged to attend the seminars when they 
come to your home state; check with the GFA 
website for dates, times and venues. A more 
detailed report will be in next month’s Executive 
Officer’s Report.

GFA Membership Renewals
Marcia Cavanagh, the GFA Secretary, has asked 
me to remind members to fill in the Medical 
Declaration details on the form when you renew 
your GFA membership. The office will not issue 
you with your new membership card until this  
is done, as this is to protect you from inadvert-
ently flying in breach of the operational regula-
tions. If you haven’t filled in the medical details 
and they can’t contact you, they will contact your 
parent club CFI.

Please also fill in your flying details over 
the last 12 months, as total flying details forms 
one of our key performance indicators in our 
compliance with CASA (equals funding), and is 
an international comparative indicator for our 
safety performance, so it is desirable to get the 
statistics as accurate as possible. 

Clubs are reminded to regularly check GFA 
membership renewal dates on the GFA website. 
It is suggested that clubs print out their club 
table and highlight any renewals due in the next 
four weeks of the printing. No membership, no 
insurance cover; it is as simple as that. GFA’s bro-
kers, OAMPS, have been clear to point out that 
there is no ‘period of grace’ in aviation insurance.

GFA Member Protection Policy
Clubs are reminded that the GFA Board adopted 
this policy in April this year. The policy is avail-
able on the GFA website at [www.gfa.org.au/
Docs/Policies/MP_Policy.pdf].

Club Committees should note that:

 Clubs must already comply with any appli-
cable State government legislation in their 
home state (listed in the GFA policy)
 Instructors and coaches should follow their 
respective National Panel guidelines of 
police/working with children checks
 The GFA MPP sets the minimum compliance 
required. If they wish, club committees can 
adopt a higher level of requirement
 The policy is not only about child protection; 
there are guidelines against harassment and 
discrimination which clubs and members 
have to follow.

Changes to Australian Airspace 
Management
On 14 September 2006 the government 
announced a number of key reforms to the gov-
ernance and management of Australian airspace. 
Among the reforms was the transfer of responsi-
bility for airspace regulation from Airservices Aus-
tralia to CASA, which took place on 1 July 2007.

The Office of Airspace Regulation (OAR) is 
now the unit within the Civil Aviation Safety 
Authority (CASA) responsible for regulating 
Australian airspace and their website is at [www.
casa.gov.au/oar/index.htm]. CASA has appointed 
Peter Cromarty as the head of the OAR, leading  
a team of 10 airspace specialists. Mr Cromarty 
has more than 30 years experience in interna-
tional aviation and has worked as an air traffic 
controller, an air traffic services manager and as 
a pilot in the United Kingdom, the United States 
and the Middle East.

The Regional Airspace Users Advisory Com-
mittees (RAPACs) are the forum for discussion of 
all matters relating to airspace and procedures in 
Australia. Membership is open to all significant 
airspace users and through the major industry 
associations/organisations. CASA took over the 
RAPAC forum from Airservices and will continue 
it as a vital avenue for industry consultation.

GFA’s National and State Airfield & Airspace 
Officers (A&AOs) are fully aware of the new 
arrangements. At present there are moves afoot 
to change the management of military airspace 
when the administrating authority is stood down 
(mainly at the weekend and holiday periods). This 
may have implications for some gliding opera-
tions (eg, Gawler) and GFA A&AOs are actively 
involved in the associated consultation.

With regard to the annual round of ‘wave 
windows’ for camps, the negotiation in WA for the 
Stirlings Camp in late July has been successfully 
completed under the new arrangements. The WA 
A&AO, Kevin Saunders, reports that the procedures 
were completed with the OAR faster than usual 
and with a minimum of fuss, allowing operations 
at the Stirlings up to 30000ft if required.

CASA Rules Reform
The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) 
for CASRs Part 103 and Part 149 are the result 

•

•

•

•

of over 10 years consultation and negotiation 
by various members of the recreational aviation 
community, including GFA. The Australian Sport 
Aviation Confederation, the GFA Board and 
Executive have put enormous effort into the con-
sultation resulting in these NPRMs being finally 
released by CASA for comment.

CASR Part 103 is a major consolidation of 
the rules applying to people who carry out rec-
reational aviation private flight operations, main-
tenance and training for recreational aviation in 
the following kinds of aircraft:

 gliders (including sailplanes, hang gliders, 
paragliders and powered variants thereof 
meeting defined criteria)
 manned balloons and hot-air airships
 rotorcraft
 ultralight aeroplanes 
The NPRM for CASR 103 has been released 

for some time, but CASA has given the undertak-
ing that the consultation date will be extended to 
coincide with that for CASR Part 149 (see below).

These rules are currently contained in the 
CAO 95-series of exemptions that relate to 
activities administered by named administering 
organisations. The criteria for the establishment 
and operation of these administering organisa-
tions are contained in the related CASR 149.

CASR Part 149 specifies the requirements 
for the certification and operation of the aviation 
administration organisations applicable to the 
administration of sport and recreational aircraft 
activities. This part allows existing organisations 
to continue to administer their own activities, 
provided they meet and continue to meet the 
prescribed standard. The NPRM for CASR 149 
has been the subject of much negotiation and 
procedural delay; however, at the time of writing, 
CASA staff have assured GFA that the NPRM for 
CASR 149 (recreational aviation administration 
organisations) will at last be available on the 
CASA website as you read this. 

Please make an individual response to these 
two NPRMs before the closing date of 24 Sep-
tember 2007. There is an easy-to-use online form 
through [http://rrp.casa.gov.au/download/07_
nprm.asp] to submit your responses to CASA. 
For each NPRM there are four screens to be 
completed; the first entails your personal details, 
the second screen requests individual responses 
to several questions. The whole process shouldn’t 
take any more than five minutes for each NPRM.

It is anticipated that the GFA Executive and 
Board will recommend that CASR 103 and 149 are 
promulgated as presented (please check the GFA 
website to confirm), and if you agree with that, 
then just click the first response to every question 
which is ‘YES/Acceptable without any changes’.

If you wish to put another point of view, you 
may select any of the other options and provide 
supporting material. The third screen requires 
no input unless you wish to submit supporting 
material. The fourth screen is a summary of your 

•

•
•
•
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response for viewing prior to selecting the sub-
mit button. 

You can also download the NPRMs and 
response forms as pdf files from the CASA server 
at [http://rrp.casa.gov.au/download/07_nprm.asp] 
if you wish to respond by hard copy.

Please make sure that other members of your 
club or State association know about this and that 
they should submit their response. Your opinion 
will be counted and noted by CASA, so it is impor-
tant that as many members as possible respond.

Gliding World Number 1 
To Visit Queensland
Sebastian Kawa, currently rated Number 1 by 
the International Gliding Commission, is to visit 
Queensland in December/January this season. It 
is planned that he will give some talks to Glid-
ing Queensland cross-country pilots and fly with 
some at the Darling Downs Soaring Club.

The GFA Executive has recently lent support 
to Mr Kawa’s visa application, and it is hoped 
that, in these troubled times, the diplomatic proc-
ess will not prove too onerous.

GFA International Teams
Rieti (Italy) Pre-Worlds – Sabina Glide
Congratulations to the Australian team at the 
Pre-worlds at Rieti, Italy. Peter Temple took out 
first place in the Club Class, with Terry Cubley 
gaining third place and Bruce Taylor fifth place 
in Standard Class. Bruce was well in the lead 
in Standard Class until outlanding at the last 
turnpoint on the last task of the competition. (He 
is human after all!) Simon Holding was doing 

well until he outlanded successfully into a steep 
paddock, then rolled backwards into a creek bed, 
damaging his glider. Hard luck, Simon.

All in all, the team must be confident of 
success at the World Championships next year. 
A big ‘well done’ to team manager Mandy 
Temple and all crew members. (See article by 
Terry Cubley in this issue and [www.users.
on.net/~mwilson/rieti2007/].
Lüsse (Germany) Pre-Worlds  
– Lilienthal Glide
Managed by GFA President Daryl Connell, pilots 
Graham Parker and David Jensen are compet-
ing in 18m Class with two brand new ASG-29s 
(nice!) as this article is being written, with early 
success, in spite of variable weather. However, a 
navigational mistake has cost them both dearly 
in penalty points on Day 6 due to clipping the 
edge of an active restricted area. Hopefully, 
lessons learnt will stand both pilots in good 
stead for the World’s next year. Well done to the 
supporting crews, who have told the story as it 
happened in the article on page 28 and at [www.
users.on.net/~dgjansen/index.htm].

A New Paradigm Needed?
Having been involved in doing some RAAus 
instructing in the gliding off-season, I have to 
report that I am coming across many lapsed 
glider pilots in the baby boomer generation.  
Of course, the inevitable question I ask is “Why 
did you give up gliding?” The similar answers 
can be categorised by ‘Asset Rich, Time Poor’,  
so there is a segment of our market that some  
of our gliding movement is missing out on.  

I don’t have all the answers, but I would point 
out that there are many people out there who 
are willing to shell out over $150 per hour for 
the privilege of flying a Jabiru with an instructor 
at a time and date of the student’s choosing, 
without any other commitment. 

At a past Board meeting, our President, 
Daryl Connell, talked about providing a ‘one-day 
cricket’ avenue for people to participate in glid-
ing. Maybe we also need to look at an ‘economy 
class’ stream of traditional activities, with 
members donating time and effort in return for 
‘cheap’ flying, in parallel with a ‘business class’ 
stream where a higher level of services (such as 
instruction by appointment) is provided, but for 
a higher cost.

Naturally, if no-one wants to do the work 
for nothing, then clubs could consider providing 
employed labour to service the segment.

A sticky problem which, it could be argued, 
goes against the organisational culture of glid-
ing, but I think that addressing this issue with 
that of member retention may be the key to the 
expansion of our sport. Ideas and discussion  
are invited, to me or your Regional Develop- 
ment Officer.

Keep looking and keep it safe. 

GFA EXECUTIVE OFFICER

John Welsh 
10 Merton Road, Roleystone WA 6111

Email: <EO@sec.gfa.org.au>
Blog: [www.arach.net.au/~jwelsh/Blog.htm]

Mobile: 041 794 5981 (Next G)

This month, instead of an 
Insurance Corner, some advice 
from the GFA’s legal advisor,  
Paul Matthews, is published. 

Legal Rights For Glider Retrieval
The Scenario: A glider pilot makes a safe outland-
ing on a farm without damaging any property. 
The farmer rolls up in his ute, accuses the pilot  
of trespassing, aggressively orders him off his 
land, and says he won’t allow anyone to enter 
his land to retrieve the glider. 

So… What Are The Legalities?
 Where does the pilot stand legally? 
 Obviously, the farmer can deny an aerotow 
retrieve, but can he deny a ground retrieve? 
 If the situation arises, have the police the 
legal power to assist the glider owner to 
retrieve the glider? 

•
•

•

A glider coming down in these circumstanc-
es is quite involuntary and there is an over-riding 
obligation upon the pilot to land safely. A pilot 
will be liable for any actual damage caused  
to the property, however, a glider landing in a 
grazing or fallow paddock does zero damage.

Generally a ploughed paddock fits into the 
same category, but with the cost of laser plough-
ing these days we must accept that some (albeit 
slight) uncertainty exists with such paddocks. 
Speaking practically though, such paddocks are 
almost entirely confined to cotton farming and 
can generally be identified from the air.

Despite extensive research, there seems to 
be no absolute authority by which the pilot (or 
the police) can demand to enter the farmer’s 
land to retrieve the glider. However, this does not 
mean that the farmer can assume control or pos-
session of the glider. In addition, the pilot may 
rely on what is known as ‘recaption’ as a defence 

to trespass when entering the land to retrieve 
the glider. 

The Legal Rights  
– Is The Pilot Trespassing?
Generally, any member of the public has a 
‘licence’ – or right – to go upon a path or drive-
way to the entrance of a dwelling for the pur-
pose of lawful communication with, or delivery 
to, any person in the dwelling. This is implied 
if the means of access leading to the entrance 
of an ordinary suburban dwelling house is left 
unobstructed and with the entrance gate, if  
any, unlocked. 

The courts have adopted a common sense 
attitude towards this situation: “…the law must 
not be seen to be an ass so as to make people 
first go to a householder to ask for permission  
to enter his or her land to retrieve a hat which 
had blown over a fence from a public street” 
(Lincoln Hunt Australia Pty Ltd v Willesee,  
NSW Supreme Court). 

However, this implied invitation to enter is 
only for limited purposes, and entry unrelated 
to those purposes will be a trespass from the 

Legal Corner
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moment of entry. Retrieving a hat blown over  
by the wind is quite different to retrieving a 
glider, and the layout of a large farm is quite  
different to that of an ordinary suburban dwell-
ing. Hence, an implied invitation to enter may 
not be of much help to the pilot. 

The Inclosed Lands Protection Act 1901 
(NSW) (NB: not Enclosed but Inclosed, for some 
reason) makes it an offence for a person to enter 
into enclosed lands without the consent of the 
owner and without lawful excuse (proof of which 
lies on the entrant). There is similar legislation in 
other states and territories. 

Hence, it is best to assume that the farmer 
has an apparent right to sue for damages (such 
as they are) in trespass. 

However, it is arguable (but by no means 
tried law) that the pilot can lawfully enter the 
land and retrieve the glider, relying on recaption 
as a defence to trespass. See below for com-
ments on recaption.

The Legal Rights – Can The Farmer 
Assume Control Of Or Possession 
Over The Glider?
Firstly, it is relevant to note that even if trespass 
is proven and there is no lawful excuse for it, 
this does not give the farmer any right to assume 
control over the glider to the exclusion of others. 
Trespass is a criminal action and therefore only 
under the domain of the police. If the glider caus-
es damage then the farmer may pursue a civil 
remedy to seek monetary damages but cannot 
hold on to the glider, as there is no agreement to 
do so and therefore no ‘lien’ (right of possession) 
is established. 

If the farmer does assume control or posses-
sion over the glider, this would provide the glider 
owner with a right of action for damages for 
what is known as ‘conversion’ of property. How-
ever, this only applies if the farmer plans to use 
(most unlikely), destroy or damage the glider.

However, a bare denial of the pilot’s title to 
the glider is not conversion. Nor is it conversion 
if the farmer refuses, or threatens to refuse, to 
allow the pilot to retrieve the glider. 

The pilot would also have an action in what 
is known as ‘detinue’ which is a right of action to 
seek a court order that the glider be returned to 
its owner. This may occur when the pilot lawfully 
demands the return of the glider and the farmer 
wrongfully refuses to comply with that demand. 
The farmer’s retention of the glider would not 
amount to larceny, because this requires the 
owner of the land to physically take it away 
(which would be practically difficult and unlikely).

In addition to their questionable applica-
tion, the above principles cannot be relied on 
to compel the farmer to immediately allow the 
pilot to retrieve the glider. They fail to address 

the main practical issue, namely: can the pilot (or 
the police) enter the farmer’s land and retrieve 
the glider? 

It is also worth noting that ‘necessity’ may 
be relied on as a defence to an action in tres-
pass. This is appropriate where the pilot is sued 
or prosecuted, and needs to show that entering 
the land to retrieve the aircraft was a reasonably 
necessary act for its preservation or protection, 
or the preservation of the pilot’s property or of 
others, and was carried out with reasonable care. 
In these circumstances a trespass to land is justi-
fied by necessity. 

A possible example of this could be the immi-
nent likelihood of the glider being damaged by fire 
or flood. Possibly, likely damage by animals could 
also fit this scenario. Ultimately, however, ‘recap-
tion’ provides a more appropriate remedy. 

Does ‘Recaption’ Allow The Pilot 
To Trespass?
It is a defence to trespass if the trespasser has 
a lawful excuse to enter the landowner’s land. 
Although there is no authority that supports the 
proposition that retrieving a glider amounts to 
a lawful excuse, the right of entry and recaption 
provides a helpful remedy. 

Recaption is the act of taking back something 
that belongs to you. It is a self-help remedy which 
does not require a court’s approval. In the appro-
priate circumstances, the pilot is able to enter the 
land to retrieve the glider and avoid the charge 
of trespass against them. In doing so, the pilot 
may use whatever ‘force’ is reasonably necessary 
to gain control of the glider (although the use of 
force must follow a demand to yield up possession 
peacefully). By ‘force’ we are only talking here of 
cutting a lock or merely opening a closed gate. 
It does not mean the use of any personal force. 
Whilst a member of the public cannot use person-
al force, ultimately the police can if that remains 
the only option to keep the peace.

Queensland, WA and Tasmania have given 
statutory backing to this right by empowering a 
person, who is entitled by law to the possession 
of movable property, to take that property from 
an unlawful possessor and to use such force as 
is necessary to obtain possession, provided griev-
ous bodily harm is not inflicted. 

For the other states, there is the common 
law which provides for ‘entry and recaption’. 
This is the right of an owner of goods to enter 
private property (ie, to lawfully trespass) for the 
purpose of retrieving the goods. It is limited to 
situations in which goods are wrongfully in the 
possession of another. Although recaption cannot 
be relied upon if the trespasser is responsible for 
the goods being on the private land, it is argu-
able that the word ‘responsible’ has an unusual 
application in these circumstances. 

Referring back to the Willesee case, this con-
cerns goods that accidentally ‘fall’ or are ‘blown 
onto’ another’s property. If landing the glider on 
a farm falls into this category, and we think it 
does, then the pilot (and the police) can rely on 
the right of recaption to retrieve the glider.

Arguably, the notion that a glider’s outland-
ing is not deliberate will always apply (but see 
the note below about outlanding training). The 
pilot did not plan to outland or to deliberately 
be in a position where landing on a particular 
property was a certainty. The pilot in command 
of the aircraft has a fundamental duty of safety 
and care to those on board, the aircraft itself and 
the public in general. Getting the glider onto the 
ground without causing damage is the pilot’s 
primary duty of care if staying airborne is not 
safely possible.

We make the point here that outlanding 
training is quite different. In this case there is a 
deliberate goal of landing in a private property, 
and in such cases it would be legally prudent and 
a practical courtesy to seek the property owner’s 
consent beforehand.

Conclusion
The pilot has a limited opportunity to choose 
where to land the glider. However, the glider must 
inevitably land somewhere. The important fact in 
this scenario is that ultimately the pilot has no 
choice but to land, and this fact will allow the 
pilot (or the police) to lawfully retrieve the glider. 

The legal position in Queensland, WA and 
Tasmania is suitably covered, and their legislation 
provides a right of entry; although with a difficult 
farmer, it would be prudent to ask the police to 
attend and keep the peace.

In the other states and territories, and to the 
extent that the act of landing leaves the pilot 
with no other option, recaption is available as a 
defence to trespass. It allows the police to rely on 
recaption in favour of the pilot and to assist the 
pilot to keep the peace whilst retrieving the glider. 

In a practical sense, we strongly recommend 
calling the police at the first sign of trouble. Their 
fundamental job is to keep the peace. They are 
experienced in doing this, and generally their 
mere presence will solve the problem. In practi-
cal terms, however, it may be useful for the GFA 
and the HGFA (and clubs if they wish) to retain a 
copy of this advice to give to police as guidance 
if ever there is a standoff with a property owner. 
The police will almost certainly have little idea of 
what the strict legal rights are.

 

Paul Matthews is a Director of Matthews Folbigg of 
Parramatta, Member of Law Australasia, and grate-
ful thanks are given for his valued advice on this and 
other issues.

G F A
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A U S T R A L I A 
The Milbrulong Pico 
13 to 16 September 2007

Power paragliding and power hang gliding pilot’s 
gathering for the 10th Annual National Pico Fly-
in. Milbrulong is in southern NSW, 50km west of 
Wagga Wagga. Camping is $5 per person/per night. 
The paddocks are large and the local landholders 
friendly to motor pilots. Four days to fly yourself 
silly! Enquiries to Jeff Hoffmann 02 69206233, 
<johoffman@bigpond.com> or Jos Weemaes 
02 60265658, <jweemaes@bordernet.com.au>  
or visit the Pico club website [www.thepico.com.au].

Queensland Cross-country 
Coaching Week

24 to 28 September 2007
McCaffrey Field, QLD. Similar to last year, only better. 
For further information refer to Chad’s article in  
the December 2006 edition of Soaring Australia. 
Lectures, discussions, weather briefings, tasking  
and good flying. On field accommodation available. 
For further information contact Ralph Henderson 
<rhenderson@iinet.net.au> or phone 07 38436178 (h).

Vintage Gliding Queensland 
Quarterly Fly-In

27 to 30 September 2007
Hosted by the Barambah District Gliding Club Inc.  
at Wondai Airfield, QLD. This is the first Quarterly 
Fly-In. See Vintage Gliding Corner for details.

Narromine Air Pageant & 
Evolution of Flight Festival

28 to 30 September 2007
Narromine Aerodrome, NSW. Displays will include 
gliding as well as the Wright Flyer replica. See [www. 
narromineairpageant.com.au] for details or contact 
Narromine Shire Council on ph: 02 68899999.

Jimbour Wines Queensland 
State Gliding Championships

29 September to 6 October 2007
Hosted by Darling Downs Soaring Club. See [www.
ddsc.org.au] for info and entry forms. Held at 
McCaffrey Field on the Darling Downs. Practice day 
29 September. Enjoy a month of flying in QLD, join 
the Cross-country Coaching week, try your skills at 
the Queensland Championships and then a short 
cruise of less than 100km to the Club Class Comp. 
Contact Keith Allen at <comps@ddsc.org.au>  
or ph: 0429 351933 (h).

27th Club Class Nationals ’07
7 to 19 October 2007

At Kingaroy Airfield situated in the picturesque and 
diverse South Burnett region of SE QLD. Practise 
days are 7th and 8th. Hosted by Kingaroy Soaring 
Club [www.kingaroygliding.com]. Entry fee $290, 
surcharge of $50 if entry received after 31 August. 
Limited to 60 gliders. Contact: Lorraine Kauffmann 
07 54427448 or <lkauffma@bigpond.net.au>.

Canungra Classic 
13 to 20 October 2007

This is the first HG comp of the Australian calendar  
(AA pending) and is one week after the Canungra 
PG comp. HQ this year is at Moriarty Park Hall, right 
next to the showgrounds. Comp entry includes free 
T-shirt and free presentation dinner. Mandatory: 
GPS, intermediate rating with inland experience 
and a repacked parachute. Registration/practice 
day: Friday the 12th. Entry fee: $180 plus $40 site 
fees (late entries after 31/8/2007 will be $210). 
Prizes and cash for Open, Floater and, again due to 
popular demand, ‘Best of the Rest’ classes. So get 
your team organised and your Red Faces act sorted, 
‘cause we’re goin’ flyin’. Registration on line [www.

triptera.com.au/canungra/classic2007]. For payment 
info contact Regan <rkowald@hotmail.com>.

NSW State Gliding 
Championships 2007

11 to 18 November 2007
Lake Keepit Soaring Club. Multi-classes for the 
competitive and Club Class, which is a relaxed and 
supportive environment for newer pilots and older 
and non-competitive aircraft. A picturesque site with 
lots of varied terrain – the lake, Mt Kaputar ranges, 
river valleys, the Pilliga scrub and plenty of classic 
flatlands. Carriage of a FLARM or equivalent will be 
mandatory. We hope to make this a very enjoyable 
experience for you. Limit of 60 gliders, last time 
oversubscribed, so get entries in early. See [www.
keepitsoaring.com]. Contact <dave@shorter.net>.

Mt Beauty Fly-in  
– Gathering of the Moths 

17 to 18 November 2007 
Flyers of all denominations are, once again, invited 
to fly the sheltered Kiewa Valley, at the foot 
of the picturesque Victorian Alps. Full range of 
accommodation available. Contact Mark Ghirardello 
03 57544572 or 0409 544572.

Narromine Cup Week 
18 to 24 November

Narromine Aerodrome, NSW. The best fun week of 
flying in Australia. Open to all for flying, a range 
of interesting seminars, great social nights, and 
coaching by NSW coaches. If you are planning to 
attend then please advise to help with tug numbers, 
and book your accomodation soon. Contacts: Beryl 
Hartley, ph: 02 68892733 or email Mal via [www.
narromineglidingclub.com.au]. Join in the fun for the 
11th Narromine Cup Week.

Gulgong Classic 2007
18 to 24 November 2007

Gulgong airfield. This is a AA and CIVL cat 2 comp. 
The entry fee is $135, plus towing fees of $265. 
Total cost is $400. Competitors must be proficient 
at aerotow launching and suitably rated for 
inland cross-country. For details, on line entry and 
payments got to [www.gulgongclassic.com].

GCV Christmas Competition
27 December ’07 to 1 January 2008

Benalla airfield, VIC. All Welcome. Relaxed competition  
suited to all levels of experience. Contact John Millott  
<john_millott@hotmail.com> or ph: 0429 147462.

Inaugural Forbes Race & Rally
28 December ’07 to 2 January 2008

Hosted by Moyes Gliders and open to any pilot 
who orders a new Moyes glider to be picked up at 
the factory in December 2007. Not a competition 
as such, but more of a tuning/training seminar to 
get dialled into your new glider before the comps. 
Maximum 30 pilots, no entry fee, just tow fees. 
The idea is to tow out of Forbes for a couple of 
days then, weather permitting, set goal to another 
designated town. Tow out of there for two days 
and move on again. Gerolf and Jonny will host this 

event.More details to follow… Contact: Vicki Cain, 
ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au].

Maurie Bradney Week
29 December ‘07 to 5 January 2008

Hosted by Waikerie Gliding Club. Incorporating the 
2007 SA State Gliding Competition. Entry form and 
details will be posted on WGC website in October.

Annual Vintage Rally
5 to 13 January 2008

Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club. See Vintage  
Gliding Corner for details. Contact: Ian Patching,  
ph: 03 9438\3510 (h).

2008 Corryong Cup
6 to 12 January 2008

Practice/rego: Sat. 5th, Court House Hotel 6pm,  
70 pilots max. Enter online [www.corryongcup.com], 
$120 before 1 December, $20 late fee, incl. T-shirt, 
info kit, map and presentation dinner. Organisers: 
Newcastle HG Club. Open & Floater Classes. GPS, GAP-
05 scoring, B sanction. Mt Elliott offers great cross-
country soaring with spectacular alpine surrounds.  
The usual relaxed and friendly social environment, 
free camping by the Murray River, lots of prizes, 
fun and enjoyment. Cross-country flight tutoring/
mentoring by experienced comp pilots on offer. 
This is a great first comp or warm-up for Bogong 
Cup. Requirements: Current HGFA int. with inland 
experience or equivalent, UHF radio and repacked 
reserve. Contact: Wendy Herman 0411 772221.

Forbes Flatlands HG 
Championships 2008

6 to 13 January 2008
Registration/practice: 5 January.  Presentation:  
13 January. Contact: Vicki Cain, ph: 02 93164644, 
[www.moyes.com.au].

Australian Multi-class Gliding 
Championships 2008

14 to 25 January 2008
Temora Airfield, NSW. Held in the centre of some 
of the best soaring country in Australia. Hosted by 
Temora Gliding Club. Entry fee $300. Late entry 
surcharge applies $50 for entries posted after 30 
November 2007. Entries are limited to 60 gliders. 
Contact: Geoff King 02 69774424 or email Tom 
Gilbert <tnjgilbert@internode.on.net>, website 
[www.multiclass.joeyglide.com.au/].

Bogong Cup 2008
16 to 2d January 2008

Registration: 15 January 2008 Contact: Vicki Cain, 
ph: 02 93164644, [www.moyes.com.au]. 

O V E R S E A S
Wave Soaring Expedition 
Patagonia 2007

Early November 2007 to mid-January 2008
TopFly invites you to fly at the San Carlos de Bariloche 
mountain resort in Argentina. Fly national and world 
records in comfortable and safe wave, as well as 
enjoying golf, whale and penguin watching, fishing 
or trekking. Participants can bring their own glider. 
Contact: Jean-Marie Clément <info@topfly.aero> or 
ph: +33 4 92213685, website [www.topfly.aero].
Other international events can be found  
at [http://events.fai.org/]. 
[Note: GAP parameters, where listed in the above 
events, are: bomb-out distance (minimum scoring 
distance), nominal distance (minimum task length), 
nominal time (minimum expected winners time),  
and goal percentage (nominal percentage in goal).]

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •Soaring Calendar
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Australian Gliding Museum
2 Bicton St, Mt Waverley VIC 3149,  
03 98021098.
Gliding Queensland
C/o Treasurer, 73 Sewell Rd, Tanah Merah 
QLD 4128, 0417 762621.
NSW Gliding Association
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821, 02 
68892733, 02 68891250, Trs: 0407 459581.
South Australian Gliding Association
PO Box 65, Millicent SA 5280, 08 8733421, 
0427 977218.
Victorian Soaring Association
4/139 Roberts St, Essendon VIC 3040,  
03 83835340, 03 93355364.
Vintage Gliders Australia
22 Eyre St, Balwyn VIC 3103, 03 98175362.
WA Gliding Association Inc.
59 Wellington Pde, Yokine WA 6060,  
08 93282511, 08 94449505.

NSW Gliding Association (NSWGA)

327 (Gliding) Flight, Australia
PO Box 1643, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444
02 65831488, 0427 259990.
Bathurst Soaring Club
PO Box 1682, Bathurst NSW 2795,  
02 63371180 (weekend), 0427 470001.
Byron Gliding Club
PO Box 815, Byron Bay NSW 2481,  
02 66847627.
Canberra Gliding Club
GPO Box 1130, Canberra ACT 2601,  
02 64523994, 0428 523994.
Central Coast Soaring Club
PO Box 1323, Gosford South NSW 2250, 
02 43844074.
Cudgegong Soaring Pty Ltd
PO Box 352, Frenchs Forest NSW 1640,  
02 63742444.
Goulburn Gliding Group
57 Munro Rd, Queanbeyan NSW 2620,  
02 62973504.
Grafton Gliding Club
16 Fuller St, Mullaway NSW 2456,  
02 66541638, 0403 088551.
Harden Gliding Club
3/17 Mugglestone Pl, Bruce ACT 2617,  
02 62018230, 0411 107694.
Hunter Valley Gliding Club Co-op Ltd
PO Box 9, Newcastle NSW 2300,  
02 95342884.
Lake Keepit Soaring Club
PO Box 5152, South Tamworth NSW 2340, 
02 67697514.
Leeton Gliding Club
PO Box 607, Leeton NSW 2705, 02 69533825.
Narromine Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
Orana Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 240, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 68892733.
RAAF Richmond Gliding Club
RAAF Base, Richmond NSW 2755,  
02 45873214.
RAAF Williamtown Gliding Club
C/O Mr G R Lee, 10 Federation Dr, Medowie 
NSW 2318, 02 49829334.

Scout Association NSW Gliding
80 Malvern St, Panania NSW 2213,  
02 97096009. 
Soar Narromine Pty Ltd
PO Box 56, Narromine NSW 2821,  
02 6889 1856.
Southern Cross Gliding Club
PO Box 132, Camden NSW 2570,  
02 46558882, 0418 474636 (emergency).
Sydney Gliding Inc
PO Box 633, Camden NSW 2570, 0412 145144.
Temora Gliding Club
PO Box 206, Temora NSW 2666, 02 69772733.

Queensland Soaring Association (QSA)
2 Wing AAFC School of Aviation Inc.
201 Squadron Air Force Cadets, PO Box 647
Archerfield QLD 4108, 07 33324851,  
0415 150965.
Barambah District Gliding Club
2 Yellow Gully Rd, Wolvi QLD 4570,  
07 54867247.
Boonah Gliding Centre Inc
PO Box 107, Boonah QLD 4310, 07 5463 
2630, 0408 016164.
Bundaberg Soaring Club
PO Box 211, Bundaberg QLD 4670,  
07 41579558.
Byron Bay Gliding Inc.
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, Tyagarah 
NSW 2481, 02 66847572, 0414 558794.
Byron Bay Gliding P/L
1 Old Brunswick Rd, Tyagarah Airfield, 
Tyagarah NSW 2481, 02 66847572.
Caboolture Gliding Club
PO Box 920, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
0409 873811.
Central Queensland Gliding Club
PO Box 953, Rockhampton QLD 4700,  
07 49371381.
Darling Downs Soaring Club
PO Box 584, Toowoomba QLD 4350,  
07 46637140, 0409 507847.
Gympie Gliding Club
PO Box 217, Gympie QLD 4570, 07 54835380.
Kingaroy Soaring Club
PO Box 91, Kingaroy QLD 4610, 07 41622191.
Motor Gliding Club of Queensland
PO Box 5, Virginia QLD 4014, 1300 667042.
Moura Gliding Club
PO Box 92, Moura QLD 4718, 07 49973265.
North Queensland Soaring Centre
PO Box 1743, Aitkenville QLD 4814,  
0500 811011.
Pacific Soaring
19 Craigslea Dr, Caboolture QLD 4510,  
07 5499 4805.
Southern Downs Aero & Soaring
PO Box 144, Warwick Qld 4370, 07 38348311.
Summerland Gliding Club
3 Alston Ave, Alstonville NSW 2477,  
02 66286691, 0404 007229.

SA Gliding Association (SAGA)
Adelaide Soaring Club Inc.
PO Box 94, Gawler SA 5118, 08 85221877.
Adelaide Uni Gliding Club Inc.
Adelaide Uni Sports Assoc, The University of 
Adelaide SA 5005, 08 88262203, 0412 870963.

Air Cadet Gliding Club
PO Box 2000, Salisbury SA 5108,  
08 83805137, 0429 805137.
Alice Springs Gliding Club
PO Box 356, Alice Springs NT 871,  
08 89526384, 0417 530345.
Balaklava Gliding Club
PO Box 257, Balaklava SA 5461, 08 88645062.
Barossa Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 123, Stonefield via Truro SA 5356, 
08 85640240.
Bordertown Keith Gliding Club
PO Box 377, Bordertown SA 5268, 08 87521321.
Millicent Gliding Club
PO Box 194, Millicent SA 5280,  
08 87333421, 0427 977218.
Murray Bridge Gliding Club
PO Box 1509, Victor Harbor SA 5211,  
08 85543543, 0409 677677.
Northern Australian Gliding Club
PO Box 38889, Winnellie NT 821,  
08 89412512.
Port Augusta Gliding Club
PO Box 2175, Port Augusta SA 5700,  
08 86436628, 0401 990823.
Renmark Gliding Club
PO Box 450, Renmark SA 5341,  
08 85951422, 0417 890215.
Scout Gliding Club Inc.
22 Burford Crescent, Redwood Park SA 
5097, 0418 815618.
Waikerie Gliding Club
PO Box 320, Waikerie SA 5330, 08 83916672.
Whyalla Gliding Club
PO Box 556, Whyalla SA 5600,  
08 86452619, 0413 127825.

Victorian Soaring Association (VSA)
Albury Corowa Gliding Club
PO Box 620, Wodonga VIC 3689.
Beaufort Gliding Club
66 Waterdale Rd, Ivanhoe VIC 3079,  
03 94972048.
Bendigo Gliding Club
62 Lawson St, Bendigo VIC 3550, 03 54439169.
Bothwell Gliding Club
PO Box 288, Sandy Bay TAS 7005, 03 62267615.
Cloud Riders Pty Ltd
C/o 18 Wyndham St, Werribee VIC 3030,  
03 97413142, 0429 351234.
Corangamite Soaring Club
Kurweeton, Kurweeton Rd, Derrinallum  
VIC 3325, 03 55939277.
Geelong Gliding Club
PO Box 197, Bacchus Marsh VIC 3340, 
0409 212527.
Gliding Club Of Victoria
PO Box 46, Benalla VIC 3672, 03 57621058.
Grampians Soaring Club
PO Box 468, Ararat VIC 3377, 03 53525710, 
0417 514438.
Horsham Flying Club
PO Box 158, Horsham VIC 3402, 03 53823491.
Latrobe Valley Gliding Club
PO Box 625, Morwell VIC 3840,  
03 51221081, 0407 839238.
Mangalore Gliding Club
RMB 6640, Longwood VIC 3665,  
03 57985512, 0413 307177.
Mount Beauty Gliding Club
Box 486, Mt Beauty VIC 3699,  
02 60591417, 0402 075131.
Murray Border Flying Club Inc.
PO Box 58, Tocumwal NSW 2714,  
03 58283169, 0407 855533.
Murray Valley Soaring Club Ltd
PO Box 403, Corowa NSW 2646, 02 60335036.
Soaring Club Of Tasmania
34 Clinton Rd, Geilston Bay TAS 7015,  
03 62437508.
South Gippsland Gliding Club
PO Box 475, Leongatha VIC 3953, 0437 454986.
Sportaviation Pty Ltd
PO Box 44, Tocumwal NSW 2714, 
03 90169144, 0427 534122.
Sunraysia Gliding Club
PO Box 647, Mildura VIC 3500,  
03 50257335, 0409 016614.
Swan Hill Gliding Club
PO Box 160, Nyah VIC 3594, 03 50376688.

Tumbarumba Gliding Club
C/o Judds Engineering P/L, PO Box 5283
Wagga NSW 2650, 02 69251642.
VMFG
GPO Box 1096J, Melbourne VIC 3001,  
0438 355047.
Wagga Wagga Gliding Club
PO Box 613, Wagga Marketplace, Wagga Wagga 
NSW 2650, 0427 205624, 0428 205624.

WA Gliding Association (WAGA)
716 Flight Australia Air Force Cadets
7 Wing HQ, RAAF Base Pearce WA 6084, 
08 95717800.
Beverley Soaring Society
PO Box 136, Beverley WA 6304,  
08 96451015, 0407 385361.
Gliding Club of WA
PO Box 6231, East Perth WA 6892,  
08 92212164, 0417 992806 (weekend).
Morawa Gliding Club
PO Box 276, Morawa WA 6623, 08 99723022.
Narrogin Gliding Club
PO Box 232, Narrogin WA 6312,  
08 98811795, 0407 088314.
Stirlings Gliding Club
PO Box 2314, Bunbury WA 6230,  
08 98429104, 0418 935461.

H G FA
All correspondence, including changes  
of address, membership renewals, short 
term memberships, rating forms and 
other administrative matters should 
be sent to:
HGFA National Office

130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 
3041, ph: 03 93792155, fax: 03 93792177, 
<office@hgfa.asn.au>.
HGFA General Manager

Chris Fogg, PO Box 258, Helensburgh  
NSW 2508, ph/fax 02 4294 9300, 0417 
766356, <general.manager@hgfa.asn.au>.
Information about site ratings, sites and 
other local matters, contact the appropriate 
State associations, region or club.
Board Members

Pres: Andrew Polidano <Vice.President 
@hgfa.asn.au 146 Stuart St, Mullumbimby 
NSW 2482, 02 66843510, 0428 666843.
V-Pres: Hakim Mentes <Hakim.Mentes@ 
hgfa.asn.au>, 16/59 Riversdale Rd, Hawthorn 
VIC 3122, 03 98187650 (h), 0412 617216.
Sec: Michael Zupanc <Secretary@hgfa. 
asn.au>, PO Box 1093 Oxenford QLD 4210,
07 55461024, 0408 662328.
Trs: William Olive <Treasurer@hgfa.asn. 
au>, 50 Park St, Charlestown NSW 2290, 
02 49213804 (w).
Board Members: 
Kathy Little <Kathy.Little@hgfa.asn.au>,  
c/o Post Office, York WA 6302, 08 9641 
1418, 0438 054072.
Rohan Grant <Rohan.Grant@hgfa.asn.
au>, 188 Bathurst St, Hobart TAS 7000,  
03 62311112.
Bill Moyes <Bill.Moyes@hgfa.asn.au>,  
1144 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019,  
02 93164644 (w), 02 93897969 (h), Fax:  
02 93168488.
Tove Heaney 14 White Av, Tocumwal NSW 
2714, 041 9681212.
Microlight Public Relations

Paul Haines ph/fax: 02 42941031.
States & Regions

ACTHGPA
PO Box 3496, Manuka ACT 2603; Pres: 
Steve Foggett 0417 313589, 02 62884351, 
<steve.foggett@homemail.com.au>; Sec: 
Mark Elston 0428 480820, 02 62655718, 
<mark.elston@defence.gov.au>; Trs: Tony 
Davidson 02 62392019, <td@silktel.com>; 
Sites officer: Michael Porter, 0415 920444, 
<michael.porter@jllrld.com.au>; Commit-
tee: Nicolas Siefken, Barry Oliver, Stephen 
Harris; SSO: HG – Peter Dall, PG – Peter 
Bowyer 0412 486114. Meetings: 1st Thu/
mth 7:30pm Yamba Sports Club, Phillip.

Contact Addresses

G FA  M E M B E R S H I P  F E E S  2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8

Membership: Normal  Family
NSW $190 $154 
Victoria $191 $155 
South Australia $194 $158
Queensland $195 $159 
Western Australia $195 $159

Student membership: Full  Family
NSW $115.50 $79.50
Victoria $116.50 $80.50
South Australia $119.50 $83.50 
Queensland $120.50 $84.50 
Western Australia $120.50 $84.50

Short-term membership: 1 Month* 3 Month*
NSW/QLD/VIC $50 $65
South Australia $59 $74 
Western Australia $60 $75 
*Note: Once only purchase to Australian 
residents, thereafter 12 month membership  
to be purchased.
International postage for Soaring Australia 
to be added to membership fees:

Zone  Country Price
 1 New Zealand $54
 2 Singapore $60
 3 Japan, Hong Kong, India $60
 4 USA, Canada, Middle East $66
 5 UK, Europe, South  
 America, South Africa $72

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Hang Gliding Association of WA Inc.
PO Box 146, Midland, WA 6936 <hgawa@
hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Rick Williams 
<rickwilliams@tpg.com.au>, V-Pres: Rob 
Holmes <robnkath@westnet.com.au>,  
HG Rep: Gavin Nicholls <gknichol@tpg.com.
au>, PG Rep: Gordon McCabe <sikacro@
yaahoo.com.au>, PM Rep:  
Mark Wild <mark@gastech.com.au>,  
ML Rep: Shaun Wallace <shaun@hangglide.
com.au>.
NSW Hang Gliding Association
Sec: Steve Hocking, 19 Gladswood Gardens, 
Double Bay NSW 2028, ph/fax: 02 9327 
4025, <nswhga@s054.aone.net.au>.
North Queensland HG Association
12 Van Eldik Ave, Andergrove QLD 4740; 
Pres: Graham Lee; Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 
49552913, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>
Queensland HG Association
Pres: Greg Hollands <greg.s.hollands@
transport.qld.gov.au>, PO Box 61, Canungra 
QLD 4275 07 38448566.
South Australian HG Association
1 Sturt St, Adelaide SA 5000, ph: 08 
84101391, fax: 08 82117115; Pres: Stuart 
McClure 08 82973452 (h), <stuart.mcclure@
csiro.au>; Sec: Mark Tyminski 0411 414 816, 
<marknjan@senet.com.au>; Trs: Robert Wood-
ward 08 82977532 (h), <rob_woodward@
ultimatepositioning.com>.
Tasmanian HG & PG Association
[www.thpa.net]. Pres: Rob Steane (Hobart PG 
pilot), 0418 146137, <president@thpa.net>; 
Sec/Trs: Stephen Clark (Hobart HG pilot), 0419 
997550, <secretary@thpa.net>. Northern Tas 
info: Richard Long (Burnie PG pilot), 0438 
593998, <northern@thpa.net>.
Victorian HG and PG Association
PO Box 157 Northcote VIC 3070, [www.vhpa.
org.au/]. Pres: Glenn Bachelor 0419 324730 
<President@VHPA.org.au>; Sec: Steve 
Norman; Trs: Lisa Charleston; SSO: Rob Van 
Der Klooster 03 52223019 (h). Site weather-
boxes: Three Sisters 0409 864700, Buckland 
Ridge 0407 356295, Mt Buffalo 03 57501515, 
Ben More 0417 112062.
Clubs

NATIONAL
The Pico Club Incorporated
62 Anderson St East Geelong VIC 3219, 
[www.thepico.com.au/]. Pres: Andrew Shipley 
0407 511451, <andrewshipley@netspace.net.
au>; Sec: Andrew McCarthy 0438 062596, 
<amccart4@tpg.com.au>.

NEW SOUTH WALES
Blue Mountains HG Club Inc.
[www.bmhgc.org.au]. Pres: Neil Evans 02 
47878027, <dream2@tpq.com.au>; Sec: 
Andrew Paterson, 02 96395461, 0425 305984, 
<apaterso@bhsc.nsw.gov.au>; Trs: Allan Bush 
02 47738037, <fairallan@pnc.com.au>; News-
letter: Paul Hunt 02 96997720, 0404 851876, 
<huntp@ozemail.com.au>; Comps: Alan Bond 
02 98995351, 0408 470544, <skybond@
primus.com.au>; SOs: Allan Bush, Paul Hunt. 
Meetings: With Club Comp round last Sun/mth 
or contact above committee members.
Central Coast Sky Surfers 
PO Box 200, Woy Woy NSW 2256, [www.
centralcoastskysurfers.com]. Pres/SO: Javier 
Alvarez 0418 116681 <javier@myreal 
box.com>; V-Pres: Jeff Terry 0416 291545 
<jeff@survivalsolutions.com.au>; Trs: Anthony 
Scurrah 0427 000410 <anthony_scurrah@
yahoo.com.au>; Sec/Web: Martin Haig 0403 
276227 <mhaig@dataweb.com.au>; SSOs: 
Maderson Ford 0416 002244; Paul Cox 0417 
355897; Tony Barton 0412 607815. Meetings: 
1st Thu/month, 7:30pm, Erina Leagues Club, 
Ilya Ave, Erina.
Dusty Demons Hang Gliding Club
6 Miago Court, Ngunnawal, ACT 2913. Pres: 
Trent Brown 0427 557486, <Trent.Brown@
anu.edu.au>; Sec: Peter Dall 0428 813746, 
<peter.dall@casa.com.au>; Trs: Michael Porter 
0415 920444; SSO: Peter Dall 0428 813746.
Hunter Skysailors Paragliding Club
Pres: A Edwards 0411 636761 <anthony 
bedwards@optusnet.com.au; V-Pres: Neil 
Bright <tojofly@iprimus.com.au>; SSO: 
James Thompson 0418 686199, <james.b.t@
hunterlink.net.au>. Meetings: last Tue/mth 
7pm, Hexham Bowling Club.
Illawarra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
27a Paterson Rd, Coalcliff NSW 2508. Pres: 

Frank Chetcuti 0418 252221 <chetcuti1@
bigpond.com>; Sec: John Parsons; SSO: Tim 
Causer 0418 433665 <timcau@ozemail.com.au>.
Kosciusko Alpine Paragliding Club
[www.homestead.com/kapc]; Pres: James 
Ryrie 02 62359120, <rymicalago@netspeed.
com.au>; V-Pres: Andy Abbott 0419 897005, 
<andy@ali-oup.com>; Sec: Mark Mourant  
02 48464144, <talect@ispdr.net.au>.
Manilla SkySailors Club Inc.
PO Box 1, Manilla NSW 2346, [www.mss. 
org.au]. Pres/SSO (PG): Godfrey Wenness  
02 67856545, <skygodfrey@aol.com>, V-Pres:  
Matt Morton <Matt.Morton@defence.gov.
au>, Sec: Suzi Smith <suzismith@hotmail.com>,  
Trs: Bob Smith <bobskisan@hotmail.com>, SSO  
(HG) Patrick Lenders 02 67783484 <patrick.
lenders@gmail.com>, SSO (Trike): Willi Ewig 
02 6769 7771 <skyranch@gmx.net>.
Mid North Coast HG and PG Club
Pres: Nigel Lelean 0419 442597, <lelean@
smartchat.net.au>; SSO: Jason Turner 0419 
997196, <jasonflys@hotmail.com>.
Newcastle Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 64 Broadmeadow NSW 2292; [www.
nhgc.asn.au], <fly@nhgc.asn.au>. Pres: 
Matthew Clarke 0419 908283, <penders@
nobbys.net.au>; V-Pres: Matt Olive 02 
49436791; Sec: Simon Plint 0407 613701, 
<SimonPlint@newcastle.edu.au>; Trs: Monica 
Barrett 0425 847207; SSOs: Tony Barton 
(coastal) 0412 607815, Scott Barret 0425 
847208 <inlandsso@nhgc.asn.au>, James 
Thompson (PG) 0418 686199; Newsletter: 
David Stafford 02 49215832 <editor@ 
nhgc.asn.au>. Meetings: Last Wed/mth  
7:30pm South Newcastle RLC, Llewellyn  
St, Merewether.
Northern Beaches HG Club
PO Box 840, Mona Vale NSW 2103. Pres: 
Hugh Zions 0412 246 100 <hzions@optusnet.
com.au>; V-Pres: Douglas Sole <dougsole@
optusnet.com.au>; CEO: Marika Martinez 
<marika_libra@hotmail.com>; Sec: Alexander 
Drew 0423 696 677 <dalexander@med.usyd.
edu.au>; Trs: Alan Taylor <alan@cmphome.
com>; SSO: Glen Salmon 02 99180091 (HG); 
Wayne Fitzgerald (HG/PG) 02 99827094. 
Meetings: 1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Mona Vale 
Bowling Club.
Northern Rivers HG and PG Club
PO Box 126, Byron Bay NSW 2481; [www.nrh 
gpgc.com]. Pres: Maggie Clark 0409 611845, 
<mclark@versa.com.au>; Sec: Ashley Wilmott 
0428 560248, <awilmott@bigpond.net.au>;  
SSOs: Lindsay Wootten 0427 210993, <lindsay 
wootten@bigpond.com>; Cedar Andersen 0429  
070380, <cedar@poliglide.com>. Meetings: 
1st Tue/mth, 7pm, Byron Services Club.
Stanwell Park HG and PG Club
PO Box 258 Helensburgh NSW 2508; Pres: 
Peter Wennersten 0414 333393, <president@
flystanwell.com>; Sec: Mark Mitsos 0408 
864083, <secretary@flystanwell.com>; Trs: 
Adrian Le Gras 0400 002281, <treasurer@
flystanwell.com>; M/ship: Robert Seckold 
<membership@flystanwell.com>; SSO: Mark 
Mitsos 0408 864083, <SSO@flystanwell.com>.
Sydney Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bruce Wynne 0417 467695, <bwynne@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: John Selby 02 9344 
7932, <johnselby@idx.com.au>; Sec: Steve 
Hocking 02 93274025, <nswhga@s054.aone.
net.au>; SOs: Bruce Wynne, Doug Sole; SSO: 
Ken Stothard. Meetings: Monthly 7:30pm 
Endeavour Hotel, Botany.

NORTHERN TERRITORY
Alice Springs HG and PG Club
Pres: Ricky Jones 08 89551088, 0402 805099, 
<freelance@octa4.net.au>. V-Pres: Brett Lewis 
0418 890 033 <freelance@octa4.net.au>. 
Please contact for paramotoring, PG ridge 
soaring and thermal flying.

QUEENSLAND
Caboolture Microlight Club
50 Oak Place, Mackenzie QLD 4156. Pres: 
Derek Tremain 07 33957563, <derekjo@gil.
com.au>; Sec: John Cresswell 07 34203254, 
<crezzi@lineone.net>; SO: Graham Roberts 
07 32676662, <trike@tpg.com.au>
Cairns Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Bob Hayes, 0418 963796; V-Pres: Joe 
Reyes 07 40555553 <rohayes@optusnet.com.
au>; Sec: Lance Keough 07 40912117, Trs: 
Nev Akers 07 4053258631; SSO: Ian Graham 
07 40915466.
Canungra Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 41, Canungra QLD 4275; [www.

chgc.asn.au]. Pres: Peter Smart <president@
chgc.asn.au>; V-Pres: Martin Nightingale 
<vicepresident@chgc.asn.au>; Trs: Cameron  
McNeil <treasurer@chgc.asn.au>; Sec/Ed: 
Susan Nightingale; Gen-Exec: Greg Hollands 
gem@chg.asn.au>; Editor: Susan Nightingale 
<newsletter@chgc.asn.au>; SSO PG: Phil 
Hystek 07 55434000 (h), 0418 155317, 
<sso@chgc.asn.au>; SSO (HG): Ken Hill 0418 
188655, <sso@chgc.asn.au>.
Central Queensland Skyriders Club Inc.
‘The Lagoons’ Comet River Rd, Comet QLD 
4702. Pres: Alister Dixon (instructor) 0438 
845119, <apdixon@bigpond.com>; Sec: 
James Lowe 0418 963315, <j.lowe@cqu.
edu.au>; Trs: Adrienne Wall 07 49362699, 
<jaw12@bigpond.com>; Events: Jon Wall 
0427 177237, <jonathon.a.wall@team.
telstra.com>; SSO: Bob Pizzey 0439 740187, 
07 49387607. Towing Biloela: Paul Barry 07 
49922865, <prbarry@tpg.com.au>.
Conondale Cross-Country Flyers Inc.
[www.entrypoint.to/conondale-x-country-
flyers]. Pres: Graham Sutherland 0429 
935882; Sec: Denis Davis 0403 349344; Trs: 
Steve Stocker 0411 226733; SSO (PG/PPG) 
Graham Sutherland 0429 935882, (MHG) 
Frank Fontaine 0408 556113.
Dalby Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 107, Dalby QLD 4405; [www.hgfa.asn.
au/-dhgc]. Pres: Jason “Yoda” Reid 0424 293 
922, <jasonr@gleda.com.au>; Trs: Cameron 
McNeil 0419 70326, <cameron.mcneill@
accenture.com>; Sec : Annie Crerar <bruce.
annie@bigpond.com>; SO: Daron “Boof” 
Hodder 0431 240610, <daron@aclad.com.au>.
Fly Killarney Inc.
PO Box 70, Killarney QLD 4373. Pres: Andrew 
Horchner 0427 807516; V-Pres: Matt Cooper 
0414 318144; PR/Site contact: Wendy 
Mugridge 0418 807516.
Sunshine Coast Hang Gliding Club
PO Box 227, Rainbow Beach QLD 4581; 
<intheair@ozemail.com.au>. Pres: Geoffrey 
Cole 0408 420808, 07 54554661 (h); Sec/
SSO (PG): Jean-Luc Lejaille, 0418 754157, 
<rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com.au>; Trs:  
Gary Allan 0417 756878; SSO: David Cook-
man (HG) 07 54498573; Jonathan Allen,  
0438 107518.
Wicked Wings Club
Toowoomba & District PHG Club Inc, 190 
Drayton St, Laidley QLD 4341. Pres: Peter 
Schwenderling 0427 461347 <swendo1@
bigpond.net.au>; Trs: Richard Cook 0427 
805960 <richardtc@aapt.net.au>; Sec: Troy 
Litzow 0448 456607 <troylitzow@optusnet.
com.au>.
Whitsundays HG Club
Contact: Henryk Wojcik 07 49550253 (h), 
0403 715962, <hmwoj53@bigpond.net.au>; 
Sec/Trs: Ron Huxhagen 07 49552913, fax:  
07 49555122, <sitework@bigpond.net.au>.

TASMANIA
Tasmanian HG&PG Ass. (see States & Regions)

VICTORIA
Dynasoarers Hang Gliding Club
<dynasoarers@gmail.com>; Pres: Dale 
Appleton 0408 382635; SSO: Rob van der 
Klooster 0408 335559. Meetings: 1st Fri/mth, 
venue see [www.hgfa.asn.au/~dyna].
Melbourne Hang Gliding Club Inc.
PO Box 8057, Camberwell North VIC 3124; 
[www.hgfa.asn.au/~melbourne/], <melbourne 
@hgfa.asn.au>. Pres: Patrick Honey 0412 
454771, <honconstruction@optusnet.
com.au>; Sec: Hughbert Alexander 0417 
355578, <halexander@mfbb.vic.gov.au>; 
Trs: Greg Stroot 0402 473113, <gregstroot@
bluereef.com.au>; Committee: Rob Wenban 
0408 179940, <robwenban@connexus.net.
au>; Steven Ross 0410 600595, <moby@
pchelpathome.com.au>. Meetings: 3rd 
Wed/mth 6:30pm Palace Hotel, 893 Burke Rd, 
Camberwell.
North East Victorian Hang Gliding Club
Pres: Karl Texler 0428 385144, <president@
nevhgc.net>; Sec: Ed Barber 0417 030042, 
<secretary@nevhgc.net>; Trs: Tony Kenney 

0412 238039, <treasurer@nevhgc.
net>; M/ship: Rod Oldfield 0412 922669, 
<membership@nevhgc.net>; SSO/Comps: 
Karl Texler 0428 385144, <brightvt@netc.net.
au>; SSO/Comms: Brian Webb 0417 530972; 
Meetings: [www.hgfa.asn.au/~nevhgc/].
Sky High Paragliding Club
[www.skyhighparagliding.org]; Pres: Rob Parker 
<pres@skyhighparagliding.org>; V-Pres: Martin 
Halford <vp@skyhighparagliding.org>; Trs: 
Peter Allen <tres@skyhighparagliding.org>; Sec:  
Julie Sheard <sec@skyhighparagliding.org>;  
Web: Ron Campbell <wm@skyhighparagliding.
org>; Nov Rep: Steve Poole <nov@skyhigh 
paragliding.org>; SC Chair: Carolyn Dennis 
<safety@skyhighparagliding.org>; APN: 
Rob Parker <ed@skyhighparagliding.org>. 
Meetings: 1st Wed/mth 8pm Retreat Hotel, 
226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford.
Southern Microlight Club
[http://home.vicnet.net.au/~stclub/]. Pres: 
Mark Andrews 03 95988708 (h); V-Pres: Mark 
Howard 03 9751 1480 (h); Sec: David Jacka 
03 94866996 (h), 0409 866996. Newsletter: 
Dianne Pierpoint <di@punkinheadair.com.
au>. Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth 8pm Manning-
ham Club, 1 Thompsons Rd, Bulleen.
Western Victorian Hang GIiding Club
PO Box 92, Beaufort VIC 3373, [www.WVHGC.
com]. Pres: Mark O’Keefe; V-Pres: Glenn 
Bachelor 0419 324730 <VicePresident@
WVHGC>; Trs: Richard Carstairs; Sec: 
Will Faulkner; SSO: Rohan Holtkamp; Site 
Development: Steve Norman and Andy 
Stevens; Web: Damien Georgiou; Newsletter: 
Steve Norman. Meetings: First Wed/month  
at Richard’s place, Glenroy.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Albany HG & PG Club
SSO: Simon Shuttleworth 0427 950556;  
Sec: John Middleweek 08 98412096, fax:  
08 98412096.
Cloudbase Paragliding Club Inc.
334 Belmont Ave Kewdale WA 6105. Mes-
sagebank 08 94875253; Pres: Nigel Sparg, 
<president@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0427 
476629; V-Pres: Mark Wild, <vice_president@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0411 423923; Trs: Colin 
Brown, <treasurer@cloudbase.asn.au>, 0407 
700378; Sec: Lachlan Byrd, <secretary@
cloudbase.asn.au>, 0439 922510; Committee 
<committee@cloudbase.asn.au>: Mike 
Allen 0408 947048; Gordon McCabe 0407 
776462; Alain Latino 0408 099679; SSO: 
Gordon McCabe; SO: Mark Wild, Nigel Sparg. 
Meetings: 2nd Tue/mth, 7:30pm, The Windsor 
Hotel, 112 Mill Point Rd.
Goldfields Dust Devils Inc.
9 Broadarrow Rd, Kalgoorlie WA 6430. Pres: 
Richard Breyley 0417 986896 <richard.
breyley@kbrl.com.au>; Sec: Andrew Talmage 
0413 992960 <jodandrew@bigpond.com>; 
SSO/Trs: Mark Stokoe 08 90911297 <Mark.
Stokoe@health.wa.gov.au>.
Hill Flyers Club Inc.
<hillfly@tpg.com.au>. Pres/SSO: Rick Williams 
0427 057961; Sec/SSO: Gary Bennet 0412 
611680; SSO: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, 
Mike Ipkendanz 08 92551397, Dave Longman 
08 93859469. Meetings held on site during 
club fly-ins at York, Toodyay.
Western Microlight Club Inc.
Pres: Brian Watts 0407 552362; V-Pres: Keith 
Mell 08 97971269; Sec: Paul Coffey 0428 
504285; CFI: Brendan Watts: 0408 949004.
Western Soarers 
<wshgc@hgfa.asn.au>, PO Box 483, Mt 
Hawthorn WA 6915. Pres: Sun Nickerson 
0401 135042, <sun.nickerson@iinet.net.au>; 
V-Pres: Gavin Nicholls 0417 690386, <gavin.
nicholls@defence.gov.au>; Sec/Trs: Mirek 
Generowicz 0427 778280, <mgenerow@
optusnet.com.au>; Equipment: Shaun Wallace 
0411 885178, <shaun@hangglide.com.au>; 
SSOs: Shaun Wallace, Gavin Nicholls & Rick 
Williams. Meetings: 2nd Tue/month with 
Cloudbase PG club. Times and dates will be 
published at [www.westernsoarers.com].

ALL CLUBS PLEASE CHECK DETAILS IN THIS SECTION CAREFULLY
Could all Clubs please ensure they maintain the correct and current details of their Executive 
Committees and contacts here in the magazine. Specific attention is directed to the listing of 
SSOs and SOs for the Clubs. Please ALL CLUBS and nominated Senior SOs and SOs confirm 
ALL SSO and SO appointments with the HGFA Office <office@hgfa.asn.au> to ensure that 
those holding these appointments have it listed on the Membership Database and can receive 
notices and correspondence as required. Appointment of these officers is required to be 
endorsed by Clubs in writing on the appropriate forms. Sometime in the future if confirmation 
is not received, those listed in the Database where no current forms or confirmation is held, 
the appointment will be taken as having expired.  General Manager, HGFA

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Single-seater Sailplanes
ASW 15 VH-GYU, approx. 3600 hrs for 3100 launches. 
Enclosed trailer & tow-out gear. Basic instruments, 
plus 360ch Dittel radio, boom mic & choice of 
Zander SR820 or Borgelt B21, 24, 25 system. 
$13000 ono. Ph: 08 82813350 or 0448 676499.
Astir CS77 VH-IKE, 1918 hrs, VG cond, trailer. 
Based at Corowa $180000. Ph: Ross 0427 547706.
Club Libelle VH-GJJ, in excellent cond, approx. 2650 
hrs, Form 2 done 2/07. Enclosed trailer, fair cond, 
$13000 ono. Email: <bgiersch@optusnet.com.au>.
DG300 Elan VH-GQK, 1949 hrs, 898 landings. 
Winch hook, A/T hook, max. pilot weight 110kg, 
oxygen bottle. Excellent trailer set up for two  
person rig/de-rig. Located Central Victoria, $56500. 
Ph: Pete 0437 102080.
Jantar Std SZD41a, 800 hrs TT, nil accidents, 
Pollard trailer, tow-out gear, full covers, 720ch radio, 
S-Nav coupled to logger/GPS. Ph: Colin 03 98488189.
Libelle 201B VH-GSP, 50% share for sale, 6077 hrs, 
4164 launches, currently at Goulburn NSW, good  
cond, Std instruments, plus Borgelt B50, Microair  
radio, parachute, 30-yearly done three years ago, 
trailer in good cond. Great aircraft & fun to fly  
with XC capability, light & easy to rig with two  
people, my flying is taking a different direction. 
Email for pics, $9500. Ph: Mark 02 48210178,  
<mark@jenmarkcomputers.com.au>.
Must Sell: DG100 & Nimbus 2. Each with  
trailer, tow-out gear, chute & hangar space  
at Boonah. Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 195337  
or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.
Nimbus 3 XQE (WW), 25.5m. Immaculate cond, 
Cambridge datalogger, Microair radio, LNav, 
extended rudder, oxygen system, all groundhandling 
equipment & Cobra trailer, always in T-hangar at 
Bathurst, new Slimline parachute. Want to achieve 
what only long wings can give? Form a syndicate  
or give your club members a carrot to aspire too!  
All reasonable offers considered. Owner retiring 
from gliding after 30 years. Ph: 0413 158319 or 
<greg.vale@bigpond.com.au>.
Pilatus B4 VH-GID, with trailer $12000.  
Ph: Ken 0403 580984.
PW5 VH-ZBA, offered by the Beverley Soaring 
Society. In good cond. with no major repairs,  
1210 hrs, Microair radio, mechanical & electric 
varios, B50 speed director & basic instruments.  
Wing top surfaces will need re-painting, $10500.  
Ph: Greg Beecroft 08 94595719, 0419 919065  
or <greg.beecroft@bigpond.com>.
Std Cirrus VH-GGC. 3465 hrs for 1888 landings. 
Enclosed trailer & tow-out gear. Aero & winch 
hooks. Oxy bottle mount. Cambridge speed to fly  
& averager. Needs Form 2. Based at Camden.  
Ph: John 02 95288414 (h) or 02 96681122 (w).

Two-seater Sailplanes
IS28 B2 VH-GII, with trailer. In good flying cond. 
$18000 ono. Ph: Lindsay 02 68552252.
Must Sell: Grob 103 Acro. Completely refurbished. 
Also G103 project & trailer. Any reasonable offer 
seriously considered. Ph: 07 38122029, 0408 
195337 or <maddogs1@optusnet.com.au>.
Twin Astir IKV, 3700 hrs, VGC, refinished in 2pac, 
new upholstery, VHF radio, electric vario, basic 
instruments, $39000 ono. Ph: 0408 191112 or 
<jbarnes1964@bigpond.com> for photos.
Twin Astir VH-KYK offered by the Beverley Soaring  
Society. In good cond. with no major repairs, 6900 hrs,  
enclosed trailer, Microair radio, mechanical & electric 
varios, B25 speed director & basic instruments. 
$38500. Ph: Greg Beecroft 08 94595719, 0419 
919065 or <greg.beecroft@bigpond.com>.

Self-launchers/Motor Gliders

Motor Falke VH-GBH, 30 yearly done. Ceramic 
bore motor, very healthy. Spare motor, low hrs, spare 
prop. 10 hrs endurance one-up. Great for long trips 
$30 000 firm. Ph: Mike 07 49371381 

Wanted
Glider pilots search reasonable priced twin-seater 
sailplane (Blanik, ASK-13, etc.) or powered glider to 
introduce gliding in the Philippines. Anybody wants 
to help? Contact: <RolfDunder@hotmail.com>.

General

Aeromarket free online classifieds advertisements, 
incl. photos for all aircraft, parts & spares. Sell your 
glider, clean out your workshop or place a wanted ad 
for that part you’ve been chasing. No cost to private 
individuals for ads. [www.aeromarket.com.au].
Club Libelle spare parts. Complete airframe  
& fittings available as separate parts. For details  
ph: Peter Carlson  02 69772380.

Instruments & Equipment
Australian made canopies: Dimona H36, Grob 
103, Libelle, IS28B2, LS & others. Rails, windows. Blue 
tint now available. Email: <aamoulds@optusnet.
com.au>. Ph: Ian & Cecilia Linke 08 82513780.
Australian made Ozflarm aircraft situation 
awareness system & back-up logger. Altair/Vega 
superior glide computer & vario system (glass cock- 
pit), radios/transponders. Ph: Nigel at RF Develop- 

ments Pty Ltd, 07 54635670, Mon-Fri 8-4pm, email: 
<nandrews@rf-developments.com> or [www.rf-
developments.com].
Wing stands – buy two, makes life easy, 
$125 each, gliding tyres, Cambridge 302 vario, 
microphones + 100 other items. [www.mrsoaring.
com]Box 657 Byron Bay 2481, 0428 847642.
TESA Tape 1.5 inches x 55 yards, $25/roll plus 
postage. Email <cjgamble@optusnet.com.au>.
Yaseu VXA150 VHF handheld transceiver, $485. 
Walter Dittel 760 VHF Comm 2 1/4 inch panel 
mount, €1400. Mars parachutes short & long pack, 
$1995. Ph: Airborne Avionics 02 68892733, fax: 02 
68892933 or <hartley@avionics.com.au>.

Gliding Publications
Airborne Magazine: Covering all facets of 
Australian & New Zealand modelling. The best value 
modelling magazine. Now $60pa for six issues. 
Plans & other special books available. PO Box 30, 
Tullamarine, VIC 3043.
Free Flight: Bi-monthly journal of the Soaring Asso-
ciation of Canada. A lively record of the Canadian 
soaring scene & relevant international news & 
articles. $US26 for one year, $47 for two years, $65 
for three years. 107-1025 Richmond Rd Ottawa, 
Ontario K2B 8G8 Canada, email: <sac@sac.ca>.
NZ Gliding Kiwi: Official magazine of Gliding New 
Zealand. Edited by John Roake. Read world-wide with 
a great reputation for being first with the news. A$52 
pa. Personal cheques or credit cards accepted. Write: 
NZ Gliding Kiwi, 79 Fifth Avenue, Tauranga, New 
Zealand. Email: <gk@johnroake.com>.
Sailplane & Gliding: The only authoritative 
British magazine devoted entirely to gliding. 52 A4 
pages of fascinating material & pictures with colour. 
Available from the British Gliding Association, 
Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, England. 
Annual subscription for six copies £17.50.
Sailplane Builder: Monthly magazine of the Sail-
plane Homebuilders Association. $US29 (airmail 
$US46) to SHA, c/o Murry Rozansky, 23165 Smith 
Road, Chatsworth, CA 91311 USA.
Soaring: Official monthly journal of the Soaring 
Society of America Inc., PO Box 2100, Hobbs, NM 
88241 USA. Foreign subscription rates (annually): 
$US43 surface delivery; $US68 premium delivery.
Technical Soaring/OSTIV: Quarterly publication 
of SSA containing OSTIV & other technical papers. 
c/o T U Delft, Fac Aerospace engineering, Kluyerweg 
1, NL-2629 HS DELFT, The Netherlands.
Vintage Times: Official newsletter of Vintage Gliders 
Australia, edited by David & Jenne Goldsmith, PO Box 
577, Gisborne VIC 3437, Membership $15 pa. 

H G FA

All aircraft should be suitable for the intend-
ed use; this includes the skill level required 
for the specific aircraft being reflective of 
the pilot’s actual rating and experience. All 
members must adhere to the maintenance 

Classifieds • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

SF 25 C 1976 Limbach L 2000
450 hours before overhaul.  

Fully refinished in 2001, $65000. Flown daily.  
SF 25D 1968 Limbach L 1700 zero hours! Fully 

refinished in 2006. Transponder! Very nice, $52000. 
Flown daily. Ph: JB 0423 787398 (Byron Bay).

For Sale
‘T’ Hangar Camden Airport.  

New ground lease available, suit 18m glider.  
Ph: Neville Page 0419 653380.

Classifieds are free of charge to HGFA members  
up to a maximum of 40 words. One classified  

per person per issue will be accepted.
Classifieds are to be delivered to the HGFA office  

for membership verification/payment by email  
<office@hgfa.asn.au>, fax: 03 93792177 or post:  
130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041.  

The deadline is 25th of the month, for publication  
five weeks hence. Submitted classifieds will run for 

one issue. For consecutive publication, re-submission 
of the classified must be made, no advance bookings.  

When submitting a classified remember to include 
your contact details (for prospective buyers),  

your HGFA membership number (for verification)  
and the State under which you would like the 

classified placed. (Note that the above does not  
apply to commercial operators. Instructors may  

place multiple classified entries, but will be  
charged at usual advertising rates.)

NOTICE TO ALL GFA ADVERTISERS

All advertisements and payment can be sent to:
The Gliding Federation of Australia Inc/Advertising

130 Wirraway Road, Essendon Airport VIC 3041
Ph: 03 9379 7411, Fax: 03 9379 5519
Email: <Advertising@sec.gfa.org.au>

Advertisements may be emailed in high resolution 
(300dpi at 100% size) using TIF or EPS formats.  

Photographs may be provided in either photo print  
or slides. Low resolution digitals are not suitable.  

Photographs, slides or disks may be returned. Please 
include a self-addressed and stamped envelope  

for the return of any promotional material.
All GFA advertisements must be paid for prior to 
publication. (Payment by cheque, money order or 

credit card). Don’t forget Classifieds deadline is the 
25th of the month, for publication five weeks hence.
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HGFA Schools

Learn to Fly in Canberra!
The Paragliding Capital of Australia  

and only three hours drive from Sydney.
At Australian Paragliding Centre we fly all  
year round & are open seven days a week.

Learn to fly in a friendly, caring environment  
with first class tuition & equipment.

• Licence & introductory courses
• Tandem flights
• Gift vouchers & group discounts
•  Pilot Development Clinics for novice, 

intermediate & advanced pilots
• International flying tours
• Cross-country & towing tours
•  Ozone, Airwave paragliders, harnesses, 

reserves, flying suits, GPS, UHF, EPIRBS
• Fly Products paramotor sales & tuition

Contact: Peter Bowyer on
02 6226 8400 

<fly@paraglide.com.au>
Check out our new homepage!

[www.paraglide.com.au]

ACT/NEW SOUTH WALESrequirements as contained in Section 9 of 
the Operations Manual and as provided 
by manufacturers. Secondhand equipment 
should always be inspected by an indepen-
dent person, an Instructor wherever possi-
ble. Advice should be sought as to the 
condition, airworthiness and suitability of 
the aircraft. It should include examination 
of maintenance logs for the aircraft. It is 
unethical and a legally volatile situation 
for individuals to provide aircraft which are 
unsuitable for the skill level of the pilot, or 
aircraft that are unairworthy in any way.

Hang Gliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES
Aero 165, in excellent cond. Finished with the 
garage XC flight. $1100. Ph: Tony on 0417 939200.
Airborne Climax C2 13, yellow/white, 10 hrs 
from new, excellent cond, URGENT SALE! Hasn’t 
been flown in the last year. Needs owner with time 
to actually fly it. $6400 ono. Ph: Jon 0419 413741 
(w), 02 97927172 (h).
Pacific Airwave V2, tandem or big boy floater,  
in good cond. $1500. Ph: Tony on 0417 939200.

VICTORIA
Airborne C4 13, red/white/red US, Microdrag  
A-frame, 130 hrs $5250 ono. Ph: Phil 0407 042634.
Airborne C4 13.5, fluoro green/black/grey US. 
Titanium oxide (sunblock) TS. Streamline control 
frame & FAST bar. 65 hours, 1 year old in October. 
Excellent cond, $6800 ono. Ph: Andy 0428 176823.

Paragliders & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES
Complete Firebird Paraglider Package, ideal 
for nov/int pilot. Firebird Grid DHV 1-2 wing, 80-
105kg, 48 hrs, blue/white. Firebird viper harness. 
Sky reserve chute. Icaro flight suit. Flytec 4005 
vario. Flytec windspeed indicator. 2 Uniden radios. 
Top quality gear in excellent cond, $4200 complete 
package. Ph: Todd 0429362010 or 02 67361268.
Swing Mistral 2.26, good cond, total in-flight 
weight 85 to 110kg, approximately 150 hrs, c/w 
DHV safety check 16/05/07, $1400 ono. Ph: 0435 
046005 or 02 66844496.

QUEENSLAND
One up Vision, small, DHV1-2, 65 to 80kg, yellow 
& green, very good cond, flown by advertised 
16/07/07. Very lifty, easy to handle on ground  
& in flight, $500 ono. Ph: Ted 07 49391415.

VICTORIA
Paramotor TOP80/1400, loads of extras, incl. 
props, reserve, custom carry rack/zipped cover 
$5800. Paraglider Paraavis Acrobat, (med), fast but 
stable, 50 hrs, $1800, suit any level. Helmet, new 
Icaro, UHF comms worth $565, selling for $490.  
Ph: 0417 341367 or <bohdan2@bigpond.net.au>.

Microlights & Equipment
NEW SOUTH WALES
Airborne Edge Exec 582, Streak wing, blue top 
excellent cond, white/red, 360 hrs, so will need 
engine rebuild per schedule at 400 hrs, but is still in 
A1 cond. Quick sale price with helmets, intercom, 
radio, $18900 – replace cost 35K. Ph: Justin 0414 
490907 or <jdhsmith@hunterlink.net.au>.
Edge X Streak wing T2-2414, just had 200 hrs 
full service & new rego, well-maintained, good cond. 
C/w extra gauges, VSI, CHT, CI, landing lights, Icom 
radio & intercom system, two headsets, trailer & 
covers. $25500 ono. Ph: Ross 0428 424849.

QUEENSLAND
Airborne Classic S T2-2469. Streak 1 wing, blue/ 
white, with matching blue Edge X base, 582 oil inject, 
 intake silencer with std instruments, Microair m760  
& intercom, Navman, dual EGT, stoneguard, 310 hrs  
TT, full service record, hangared, bi-annual inspection  
completed, VGC, 6/09 rego, excellent cond. Must 
sell, $19000 obo. Ph: 0408 586848 or 07 54930010. 

Airborne Edge, yellow/white Wizard 2 wing, new 
2003, 120 hrs. 503 Rotax overhauled @ 290, done 
420. Full instruments incl. vario, Raptor headsets, 4-
blade Brolga prop, $13500. Ph: Bob 07 41631779.
Airborne XT 912, Harlequin (beautiful colour), 
Cruze wing, 450 hrs, Bolly prop with Dura tuff LEs, 
Icom radio, Raptor intercom, helmet with headset, 
Garmin GPS, Silva compass, training bars, Belly bag 
with Propnet, spares, registered trailer, original Rotax 
maintenance CD, full history, always hangared, asking 
$46000, can email photos. Ph: 0419 765503, 07 
40602002 or <alexsabine@bigpond.com>. 
Classic, (red) with Streak 2 wing, 200 hr 582, blue top, 
’04 model (white/red/black), Airborne tuned to trim at 
50-55kt. Incl. oil injection, after muffler, VSI, front wheel 
skirt (as per XT), strobe, Punkinhead heavy-duty covers 
(spats, prop, bungy, main), decoke overhaul at 150 
hrs by Level 2 LAME, always hangared, full log books, 
$25000. This is a top quality bargain. May deliver. Ph: 
Ian 0412 429689.
Redback, registered, $19000, 12 months old, 100 
hrs, 503 Rotax, Wizard wing Tundra kit, always 
hangared, consider trade on good Outback 582, 
Streak wing, Tundra kit. Ph: 07 46653255.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Airborne XT 582 (silver), Cruze wing (white/
blue), built 12/05, only 35 hrs, Microair radio,  
Lynx head-sets, Icaro helmets, heavy duty travel 
covers, dust covers, stoneguard. Suit new buyer.  
All reasonable offers considered. Ph: Bill 0419 
835169 or <wti47482@bigpond.net.au>.
XT 912/Streak 3, many extras, incl. radio, intercom,  
headsets, strobe & landing lights, stoneguard, dust 
covers, etc. All in excellent cond, always hangared  
& professionally maintained with complete log 
books & maintenance records, $48000. Ph: Larry 
0408 815094.

VICTORIA
Solowings Aquilla T2-2948, 503, electric start, 
116 hrs TT. Helmets, headsets, radio, intercom, dual 
control, trike covers & trailer. Excellent cond, an 
absolute bargain at $11500. Ph: 03 51562938 (h).
Airborne Redback T2-2976, purchased new 
9/06, 235 hrs. Immaculate original unmarked cond. 
Log books current & aircraft serviced as directed 
by manufacturer. Never packed up or transported. 
Always hangared when not in use, $19500. Ph: 03 
51223489 or 0437 073400.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Airborne Edge 582, Rotax 466 hrs, Wizard 2 wing 
with training bars, c/w UHF & VHF radios, good 
quality 2-place intercom, Skyrunner helmet with visor, 
brand new Brolga prop, freshly inspected by Level 2 
Lame, incl. big end & sail testing, $13500. Ph: 0429 
401080 or <esky@westnet.com.au> (Geraldton).
Redback trike T2-2203, as new, 140 hrs, with 
trailer, $18000 ono. Ph: 0403 342484.

General
PARA SUPPLY

Flight Suit US$130 only, fast packing tube US$39, 
Flight Deck US$ 45, PTT US$49 and more… Para 
Supply’s aim is to keep the price at a fair and afford- 
able level, by direct selling [www.parasupply.com].

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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RAINBOW PARAGLIDING 
APCO AUSTRALIA

Offering the full range  
of APCO equipment

APCO Aviation three years/250 hours warranty  
for porosity. Gliders that are made to last unique  

in the industry. Customer service and  
100% satisfaction guarantee. 

Test centre for APCO gliders [www.apcoaviation.com].

APCO Australia and PWC winner  
of the Serial Class 2000

Established since 1996, Rainbow Paragliding is based 
on the Sunshine Coast and Hinterland. The school has 
access to 25 sites and holds a permit to operate in the 
Cooloola National Park including Teewah and world 
famous Rainbow Beach. In the Sunshine State, we fly 
all year round, 60km cross-country flights have been 
achieved in winter! 
FULL LICENCE COURSE – Strictly only four students per 
instructor, for quality personalised tuition at your own 
pace, between eight to 10 days. 
REFRESHER COURSE – Groundhandling, top landing 
or asymmetric recovery techniques: Come learn with 
the experts. 
INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, TANDEM OR PARAMOTOR 
ENDORSEMENT – We have the sites, the weather and 
the knowledge.  
SALES AND SERVICES – New and second-hand, trade-
in, maintenance and repairs. 
YOUR INSTRUCTORS: Jean-Luc Lejaille, CFI and senior 
safety officer, paramotor pioneer (first licence issue 
in Australia), over 2,500 student days’ experience, 
instructing since 1995.

Jean-Luc Lejaille CFI 45192 
Rainbow Paragliding – APCO Australia 

PO BOX 227, Rainbow Beach 4581 
Ph: 07 5486 3048 – 0418 754 157 

Email: <rainbow_flyer@hotmail.com>

[www.paraglidingrainbow]

QUEENSLAND
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NEW SOUTH WALES

•  MT BORAH, MANILLA is the one of the top 10 
flying sites in the world & has more flyable days 
than anywhere else in Australia. It has 4 large 
launches for nearly all wind directions & easy, safe 
top & bottom landings all around. Great ridge 
soaring & XC all in one place. HOST of the 2007 
PARAGLIDING WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS!

•  YOUR CFI IS GODFREY WENNESS: The most 
experienced paraglider pilot in Australia. Over 
5,400 hours airtime since 1988, World Record 
Holder – 335km (1998-2002), Longest Tandem 
Flight in the World – 223km (2000-03), Multiple 
National Records, National XC League Winner 
(inaugural 2001 & 2002), CFI, Instructor Examiner, 
Australian Team Member, Prototype Test Pilot, 
HGFA Safety & Ops Committee (PG), International 
Comps Organiser, & Owner of World Famous Mt 
Borah.

•  NOVICE LICENCE COURSES: Our famous 9 day, 
live in, Novice Licence Courses, with genuine small 
class sizes (<6), go well beyond the minimum 
requirements & include thermalling, ridge soar-
ing, safety manoeuvres & more. Over a week of 
the highest quality tuition by highly experienced 
pilots/instructors, using the latest techniques 
& equipment costs only $1,320 (including 
accommodation).

•  THERMALLING, XC & OTHER TUITION: We spe-
cialise in PG & offer personal one-on-one & group 
tuition in areas such as basic skills refresher, 
thermalling, cross-country, SIV safety clinics, & Inter-
mediate, Advanced, Tandem, Motor & other ratings.

•  HG TO PG ENDORSEMENTS: its easier than  
you think!

•  ONLY QUALITY PRODUCTS FROM THE BEST 
BRANDS: Importer of Advance, Flytec, Hanwag  
and JDC. Stockist & service of all equipment,  
new & secondhand.

•  CABINS & CAMPING ONSITE: Stay at Mt Borah  
– its nice & quiet! Cabins for just $15p/n ($100 
p/w) & camping $6 ($35 p/w).

So come flying with Manilla Paragliding, where the per- 
son who shows you the mountain, owns the mountain!

Phone Godfrey Wenness on: 
02 6785 6545 or fax: 02 6785 6546
email: <SkyGodfrey@aol.com>

‘The Mountain’, Manilla, NSW 2346.

NEW SOUTH WALES

PARAGLIDING CENTRE
We are based in Bright, NE Victoria, widely 
renowned as Australia’s best flying region. 
Bright has been host to numerous Australian & 
international competitions.
Feel confident that you are learning with the 
best, our CFI Fred Gungl (six times Australian 
Paragliding Champion) has been involved in 
paragliding since 1990 & instructing for over 
10 years.

Courses
• Introductory & HGFA licence course
• Thermal & XC clinics for all levels
• SIV courses
• Tow courses
• XC tandem flights
• Equipment Sales

We are now conducting SIV courses.
See website for details.

Dealer for all major glider manufacturers, Charly reserves, 
Insider helmets & various accessories.

Active Flight 
Fred Gungl, ph: 0428 854455 

www.activeflight.com.au

VICTORIA

Australia Wide Services 
HGFA Approved Paraglider  

Testing & Repairs

•  Comprehensive testing and repairs  
to all paragliders

•  Fully equipped service and repair  
agents for:

  Advance, Aerodyne, Airwave, Bio-Air, Gin, 
Gradient, Mac Para, Niviuk, Nova, Ozone, 
Paratech, Sky, UP

•  Full written report 
•  Harness repair and modifications
•  Certified Australasian Gradient Repair Centre
•  Parachute repacking
•  Orders taken from anywhere in Australia, 

New Zealand and Asia
•  Prompt turnaround

Paragliding Repair Centre
680 Traylen Road, Stoneville WA 6081 

Office/Fax: 08 92952820, Mob: 0417 776550  
Email: <fly@waparagliding.com> 
Web: [www.waparagliding.com]

PARAGLIDING
REPAIR
CENTRE

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

VICTORIA



Final Glide at Lake Keepit

Photo: John Clark

Notice of  
HGFA Annual  

General Meeting 
Date:  

13 October 2007

Place:  
89 Shoal Bay Rd, Shoal Bay NSW

Time:  
12 Noon

Business will be: 
Confirm minutes of last meeting

Receive reports from:
President
Treasurer
Auditor

Insurance
General Manager

Sub Committees of the Federation

Members wishing to place  
any special business before  

the meeting should advise the  
HGFA Secretary immediately:

<Secretary@hgfa.asn.au>



OAMPS Aviation

Australia’s Aviation  

Insurance Specialist

ACN 005 543 920

PO Box 1898

North Sydney 

NSW 2059

Fax: (02) 9424 1710

Email: aviation@oamps.com.au

GFA Glider insurance packages are 
the only option approved  
and initiated by the GFA for  
the benefit of members.  
Why pay more than you need to?
Call OAMPS Aviation now

(02) 9424 1700

OAMPS Insurance 
Brokers Ltd
ABN 34 005 543 920

Let us set a better course for your GFA Glider insurance

A PROFESSIONAL REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER
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